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PART I— COUNCIL OF STATE 


CONTENTS 


Q. No, 


Asked by 


22 


37 


42 

43 

44 


The Hon’ble 
Kumar N. N, 
Sinha. 

The Hon’ble 
Baja Y. Datta 
Singh. 

The Hon’bltk 
Mr, G. S. Mofci- 
lal. 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


82 


88 


121 


122 


Ditto 


The Hon’ble 
Mr. Hussain 
Imam. 


The Hon’ble 
Baja Yuveraj 
Datta Singh. 


Ditto , 


Subject 

Answered on 

File No. 

Page No 

J 850 roaunds pi A)tn rotting 
in Govt, godown, Bengal. 

J J 5-5145 

605/1 48; 

16 

Bequest by the Bihar Govt, 
to the Go vtN of -India to 
purchase Nepal rice. 

16-2-45 

Py 005 (151) 

16 

C- 

^The quantity of sugar pro- 
duced by factories in 
India and by Khandsari 
method in the last 3 years 
and the quantity of sugar 
exported, imported and 
purchased by the Govern- 

- 16-2-45 

Py 605 (155) 

16 

The places in India where 
rationing has been intro- 
' duoed and the places where 
food materials are supplied 
at fixed rate. 

16-2-45 

Py 605 (157) 

17 

Beports on food situation 
-in each provincial district. 

16-2-45 

Py 605 (15 8 ) 

21 

(1) Population (2) Quantity 

s&qasrcd 

Quantity produced (4) 
Quantity supplied by 
other districts (5) Actual 
supply to the people (6) 
Bates of staple foodgrains 
in each district. 

16-2-45 

Py 605 (15 q) 

22 

/ 

The quantity of wheat im- 
ported from Australia and 
Canada during last 3 ' 
years. 

7-3-45 

, v 

Py 605 (15(j) 

22 

Final conclusion for 1945- 
46 on rationing in surplus 
and self-sufficient areas in 
view of the great fall in 
prices of foodgrains. 

7-3-45 

Py 605 (16fy 

22 

Lending of services of some' 
staff by the Govt, of India 
to the Dollii Bationing 
office and returning of 
those staff— (b) ill treat- 
ment towards the staff by 
the officers. , 

14-3-45 

Py 605 (147) 

23 

Appointment of outsiders j 
on higher posts overlooking 
the claims of the regular 
staffs in Delhi Bationing 
Office, (b) Threatening to 
and'" dismissal of the 
aggrieved parties when 
their eases are represented 
to. 

14-3-46 (J 

Py 60S (16 1} / 

23 
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<J. No. 

Asked by 

Subject 

Answered or 

l File No. 

Pago No. 

123 

The Hon’ble 

jRa/« Tuveraj 

Datta Singh. 

Resignation tendered by 
gome officers and sorue of 
the subordinate staff due 
to ill treatment of the 
Superior Officers. 

14-3-46 

Py 605 (148) 

23 

124 

e 

Ditto 

The promotion of the 
Deputy Director of Civil 
Supplies, Delhi Rationing, 
in supersession to some 
better qualified Provincial 
Civil Service Officer. 

14-3.45 

Py 605 (149) 

23 

125 

Ditto 

The grant of allowance to 
the Government of India 
staff on deputation to the 
Delhi Rationing Office. 

14-3-45'“ 

Py‘605 (150) 

24 

162 

i Ditto 

Sale of 44,765 aunds of 
deteriorated At /a by Addi- 
tional District Magistrate, 
Dacca and reason for it. 

21-3-45 

Py 605 (193) 

24 

2 04 

Mr.-M. Thirumala 
Bow. 

(a) Pre-war rice production 
capacity of the Arakon 
and (b) export of rice 
from this area to other 
places. ~ 

22-3-45 

i 

, 

Py 6051(248) 

24 

264 

The Hon’ bio 

Sir. Narayan. 
das Girdhar, 
dos. 

Appointment of Agents for 
purchasing Qhee for the 
Indian Army. 

28-3-45 

Py 605 (2 7 8) 

25 

266 

Ditto » 

Appointment of AgentB for 
purchasing rice for the 
Military Department. 

28-3-45 

Py 605 (277) 

26 

288 

Ditto 

i 

(a) Shortage of milk and 
ban on the use of milk in 
Restaurants in Bombay fb") 
Causes of scarcity (c) 
Slaughter of cows and 
buffoloes (d) No. slaugh- 
tered daily in India and 
(el proposal for the supply 
of milk to civilians and 
import of skimmed milk 
to Military personnels. 

0-4-45 

V 

- ) 

Py 606 (319) 

26 

289 

Ditto . 

Voraitting by people in 
Bombay after taking tea 
eto., in Restaurants with 
milk powder imported from 
i Australia or New Zealand. 

, 6-4-45 i 

Py 605 (321) 

27 

297 

The Hon’ble 

Mr. Hossain 

Imam, 

The appointment of Circle 
Rationing Officer at Delhi, 
Lucknow, Lahore from 
amongst the Hindu Back- 
ward Classes. 

6-4-45 

Py 605 (326) 

27 

298 

Ditto 

Backward quid Soheduled 
caste Hindus using ooarse 
grain as rations and sacri- 
ficing their ration for the 
wounded soldiers. 

6-4-45 

Py 605 (327) 

28 

1 

374 

The Hon’ble 

Sir. Narayan. 
das Girdhar. 
das. 

Export of pulses, grams and, 
foodgTains ’t6 Ceylon. 

12-4-45 

Py 605 (350) 

28 

1 
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PART II- -LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

CONTENTS— I 


(Starred Questions) 


Q. No. 

Asked by 

Subject 

Answered on 

File No. 

Page No. 

36 

-.// • 

Mr. Lai Chand 
Naval Bai. 

The present policy of 
procurement and distribu- 
tion and export of food in 
and outside India. 

9-2-45 

Py-605 (126) 

29 

' 45 

Sardar Mangal 
Singh. 

The resolution passed at the 
general meeting of Bom- 
bay Sikhs on 17th Decem- 
ber 1944 under the anS 
pices of Sri Guru Singh 
Shabha, Bombay. 

9-2-45 

Py-605(127) 

39 

47 

Seth _ Yusuf 
Abdoola Ha- 
roon. 

Appointment of Muslim 
Officers and other minis- 
terial staff in the Food 
Department. 

9-2-45 

Py-605 (128) 

39 

51 

Mr. T. S. Avina. 
s li i Id n g a in 
Chettiar. 

(a) Latest food situation in 
Bengal, Malabar, Cochin 
etc., (b) rice lation in 
Cochin (c) import of rice. 

9-2-45 

Py-605 (129) 

40 

53 

Mr. Abdul 

Q&iyum. 

" 

•Kepresentation from N. W. 
F. P. Government about 
inadequacy of foodgrains 

9-2-45 

Py-605 (130) 

41 

64: 

Ditto ,~j 

Beport by the Woodhead 
Commission on Benga 1 
Famine. 

9-2-45 

Py-605 (131) 

42 

58 

Sir Abdul Halim 
Ghuznavi. 

i 

(a) Total quantity of rice 
and atta and their value 
which has been wasted 
in different Gover- 
nment godowns in 

1944 (b) expenditure in- 
curred for building 

godowns and stores. 

9.2-45 

Py-605 (134) 

43 

71 

l 

Mr. K. C. Neogy, 

Distribution of rice and 
other foodgrains to Bihar 
Coalfields. 

9-2-46 

Py-605 (136) 

43 

73 

\ 

Ditto 

H. M. (Food) statement on 
prices of rice in Bengal 
m the Legislative As- 
sembly. 

9-2-46 

Py-605 (138) 

44 

74 

Ditto 

Statement of working com- 
mittee of the Dacca 
Relief Committee on prices 
of rice at Dacca. „ 

9.2*45 

' | 

Py-605 (138) 

45 

75 

Ditto 

t 

(a) Central Government's 
decision to discontinue 
supply -of rice to Calcutta 
after consultation with 
Bengal Government, (b) 
export of "surplus stocks of 
rice from •■Bengal. 

9-2-45 

Py-605 (137) 

40 

\ 

i 




Q.No. 

Asked by 

Subject ' 

Answered bn 

Fill? No. 

\ 

Page FTo. 

79 I 

i 

,Ir. K. S. Gupta . 

Decomposition of 42,000 
mounds of atta in Dacca. 

9-2-45 ] 

Py-605 (142) 

46 

152* 

Mr. T. S. Av<na- 
shili ng am 
Chettiar. 

(a) Approximate amount 

of foodgrains necessary for 
their country as a whole 
(b) annual wastage of 
foodgrains and steps taken 
by tlie Government. 

13-2-45 

Py-OOf* (133) 

47 

181* 

Mr- K. C. Noogy 

Totol quantity of foodstuffs 
declared to b9 unfit for 
human consumption. 

13-2-45 

Py-GO# (163) 

47 

186* 

Prof. N. G. 

Rango. 

(a) Sale of subsidized wheat 
in the south Areot District 
i at a lower price than the 
price of rice" of inferior 
quality and its effect. 

13-2-45 

Py-000 (164) 

47 

187* 

Ditto 

(a) Tho effect of keeping 
down the price of rice at 
j Kelore District and raising 
in Guntur (b) request to 
make the prico uniform. 

13-2-45 

Py-606 (163) 

48 

t293 

Mr. Abdul 

Qaiywm 

(a) Tho date on which 
Meat dehydration Factory 
| was set up at Movshera 
for N. W. F. P. (b) Ko. of 
animals daily slaughtered 
tlioi e. 

16-2.45 

Py-606 (132) 

48 

t290 

Mr. Abdul 
Qaiyum 

Steps taken or about to be 
taken by the Government 
to implement the Butler’s 
Beport in the matter of 
monopoly procurement of 
foodgrains. 

16-2-45 

Py.C05(140) 

(49 

*. 

t297 

F 

Ditto. 

Publication of Hon’blo Mr. 
Butler’s Beport and its 
distribution to M. B. A.s’. 

10-2-45 

Py.605(139) 

50 

1305 

'Mr. K. C. hfeogy 

(a) Supply of foodstuff to 
civilian population of re. 
captured Burma (b) the 
nature and extent of 
help. 

10-2-45 

Py.006(169) 

50 

t306 

Ditto. 

Reconditioning of boots 
taken under the Denial 
Boat policy of Bengal. 

16-2-45 

Py.605(170) 

50 

t307 

Ditto. 

(a) The army in Bengal 

| Vw:,Ywd'Ay wdS -■suppoi’ti Jig 

in vegetables and (b) the 
results of efforts in this 
direction. 

10-2-45 

Py-005(171) 

60' ; 

1318 

Mr. G. Bangiah 
Naidu. 

(a) Action taken by the 
Government on Mr. 
Butler’s >Report - on food 
administration (b) Tso. of 
offenders detected and 
punished. 

16-2-45 

Py.G05(174) 

51 

S 


* These questions were treated as unstorrod and printed in the debate for 14th Feb. 1945. 

_ ' t Tl'ege questions were treated as unstarred .and printed in the debate f° r 19th February 
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<3. No. 

/ 

Asked by 

"v 

i 

Subject 

Answered on 

Pile No. 

Page No, 

*319 

Mr. G. Rangiah 
Naidu. 

(a) Total quantity' of pro- 
duction of different kinds 
of foodgrains in India in 
1944 (b) quantity of each 
port exported outside 
India. 

16-2-45 

Py-605(176) 

51 

*321 

J , 

Prof.- N, G. 
Ranga. 

" 

(a) Reduction in area 
under yield of paddy m 
Madras during the last 
two years (b) Per cent, of 
fall in area and yield 
(c) reason for this reduc- 
tion. ’ 

16-2-45 

Py-605(176) 

63 

*322 

Ditto. 

(a) A fixed quantity of 
grain paid to the Govern- 
ment by the peasants of 
Madras on the basis of 
holdings (b) the procedure 
adopted in other pro- 
vinces. 

16-2-45 

Py-605(177) 

54 

*323 

Ditto, 

(a) Miscalculation of yields 
of crops total population 
in Madras Districts (b) 
duties of Regional Pood 
Commissioner in this res- 
pect. 

16-2-45 

✓ 

Py-605(178) 

54 

*324' 

Ditto. 

(a) Quantity of ration per 
head in rationed and non- 
rationed areas (b) reason 
of difference, if any (c) 
introduction of rationing 
throughout Vizagapatam 
District. 

16-2.45 

/ , 

Py-605(181) 

54 

411 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin 
Ahxned. 

Establishment of a biscuit 
factory in Punjab States. 

21-2-45 • 

Py-605(1G2) 

55 

414 

s 

Sardar Mangal 
Singh. 

Percentage of Anglo- 

Indians, Parsees, Sikhs 
etc. in the Gazetted and 
higher posts in the Pood 
Department. 

21-2-45 

Py-605(154) 

i 

50 

424 

Prof. N. G. 
Ranga. 

V 

The policy of the Govern- 
ment to encourage mono- 
polists in the commodity 
market (b) issue of licenc- 
es for rice, ground-nut 
etc. (c) requests to make 
departmental enquiry for 
all these corruptions. 

21-2-45 

Py-605(189) 

56 

425 

Ditto. 

Plans for co-ordinating pro- 
vinces and centres jfco 
supply, to despatch and 
to fix prices for agricul- 
tural products. 

21-2-45 

Py-605(190) 

58 

444 

Sardar ' Sant 
Singh. 

Appointment of Assistant 
Rationing Adviser, his 
nationality, qualification^ 
present and 1 past salary 
etc. 

21-2-45 

Py-605(196) 

! 

1 

59 


•These questions were treated aa unstarred and printed in the debate for 1 9th February 


1845. 
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Q. No. 

Asked by 

Subjects 

Answered on 

File No. 

Page No. 

458 

Mr. K. C. Neogy 

(a) Proposal by Bengal 
Government to the Go- 
vernment of India to dis- 
pose of rice outside Bengal 
(b) total quantity of pie- 
sent stock in Bengal (c) 
capaoity of mills and their 

stoelvs. 

21-2-45 

Py-605( 19G) 

s 59 

520 

Mr. Abdul -Qai- 
yum. 

(a) Rationing in Peshawar 
with adulterated wheat 
(b) "the person responsible 
for it. 

28-2-45 

Py-605 (172) 

CO 

521 . 

Prof. N. G. 
Ranga. 

Desparity in prices of ripe 
in surplus and dalta dis- 
tricts of Madras and 
causes of disparity. 

2S-2-45 

Py-605 (184) 

6 \ 

522 

Do. 

Fixation of codling prieo 
of paddy in Madras Dis- 
tricts. 

28-2-45 

Py-605 (185) 

62 

523 

Do‘ 

(a) Fixation of minimum 
and ceilling prices 

of paddy inVKristhnna Dis- 
trict. 

28-2-45 

Py-605‘{180) 

63 

537 

Sardar Mangal 
Singh. 

(a) Press interview of Bihar 
Government’s Food Advi- 
sor (b) destruction of 
foodstuff in Bihar and 
steps takon. 

28-2-45 

Py-605 (197) 

64 

542 

Do. 

(a) Order issued' by the 
Rationg Controller, Delhi 
about security deposit by 
every “ establislimont ” 
holding Ration permits 
(b) legality of such an 
order. 

28-2-45 

Py-G0o (198) 

64 

554 

Mr. A. N. Chat- 
topadhyaya. 

1 

Total quantity of rice and 
wheat supplied to Bengal 
Government for Calcutta 
and the price thereof. 

28-2-45 

Py-605 (206) 

64 

555 1 

Do. 

(a) Bengal Government’s 
export of surplus rice, 
(b) and (c) reduction of 
price of rationed rice. 

2S-2-45 

Py-605 (207) 

65 

559 

Mr. Sri Prakash 

Tile office building of the 
Regional Food Contioller, 
Lucknow and the removal 
of the signboard of the. 
National Herald. 

28-2-45 

Py-605 (213) 

k 

65 

055 

Sardar Mangal 
Singh. 

No. of meat dehydrating 
factories in India and No. 
for jhatka meat. 

5-3-45 

Py-605 (203) 

36 

057 

Mr. _ T. S. 

Avinasliilingam 
Chattier. 

Introduction of rationing 
in Coimbatore and other 
districts in Madras, 

5.3-45 

Py-605 (202) 

66 

058 

Do. 

Quantity of ration per head 
in villages and insufficiency 
of ration of 1 lb. for 
labourers. 

5-3-45 

Py-605 (204) 

67 
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Q. No. 

Asked by 

Subject 

Answered on 

t 

1 

File No. 

Pago No. 

664 

Sardar Mangal 
Singh. 

(a) Sale of worse wheat at 
higher price in rationed 
area than in non-rationed 
area. 

5-3-45 

Py-605 (208) 

68 

665 

Ditto * | 

Cost price and the market 
price of imported wheat 
at Calcutta, Bombay, 

Karachi and Delhi and 
—profit made thereby by 
the Government of India. 

5-3-45 

Py-605 (209) 

^ i 

69 

666 

1 

Ditto 

Total quantity of damaged 
foodgrains all over India 
during 1944 and the 
places where it was stored. 

5-3-45 

Py-605 (210) 

69 

673 

Prof. N. G. 
Ranga. 

Food situation in Orissa 
and deaths due to 

starvation. 

5-3-45 

Py-605 (182) 

70 

674 

Ditto , 

The basis of appointment 
of Food Advisory Council 
in Provinces. 

5-3-46 

• 

j 

Py-605 (179) 

71 

675 

Ditto 

Publication of Hon’ble 
Mr. Butler’s Report and 
supply of copies to the 
M. L. A.’ s. 

5-3-45 

Py-605 (183) 

71 

67ft 

Ditto 

Imposition of compulsory 
wheat rationing in surplus 
and self sufficient districts. 

5-3-45 

Py-605 (188) 

72 

677 

' ' Ditto 

. 

Correction in the Food 
Procurement Staff — their | 
behaviour towards the 
peasants and factory 

owners, justified by Mr. 
Butler. 

5-3-45 

Py-605 (187) 

72 

441 * 

Mr. T. Chapman. 
Mortimer. 

(a) Agreement between the 
Government of India and 
Bengal Government about 
disposal of rice (b) steps 
taken by the Government 
of India against Bengal 
Government’s future 

[ paddy and rice purchase. 

6-3-45 

Py-605 (104)1 

72 

829 

Prof. N. G. 
Range. 

1 Prices of groundnut kernel 
oil and cake in different 
markets of the commodity. 

8-3-45 

Py-605 (216) 

73 

832 

Mi-. H. M. 

Abdullah. 

Appointment of Muslims 
|_ in the offices of the Be- 
[ gional Food C o m m i s- 
sioners, Suger Controller 
'for India and Sugar Com. 
missioners. 

8-3-45 

Py-605 (224) ■ 

i 

1 

73 

833 

Ditto 

Total No. of contractors in 
the Food Department and 
No. of Muslims therein. 

8-3-45 

Py-605 (226) 

** 

74 

834 

Ditto 

Appointment of 0. S, D 
(Administration)-his quali- 
fication and age etc. 

8-3-45 

Py-605 (227) 

75 


•Postponed from February 21st, 1945. 
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Q. No. 

Asked by 

Subject 

Answered 

on 

File No. 

Page No. 

835 

Khan Bahadur 
Sheikh Fazl-i- 
Haq Piracba. 

(a) Appointment of Famine 
Inquiry’ Commission’s 

staff and their duties (b) 
duties of Joint and 
Deputy Secretaries (o) Ho. 
of Muslims and Bengalis. 

, 8-3-45 

Py-005 (228) 

75 

836 

Ditto 

No. of officers and No. of 
Muslims in each grade and 
method adopted for their 
recruitment and promo- 
tion. 

8-3-45 

Py-605 (229) 

70 - 

837 

Ditto 

Selection Cornmitteo of 
Food Department-their 
functions and No: of Mus- 
lims therein. 

8-3-45 

Py-605 (230) 

77 

838 

Ditto 

Names and ranks of the 
officers in charge of ad- 
ministration of various 
branches of Food Deptt. 
No. of Muslims therein. 

8-3.45 

Py-605 (231) 

77 

839 

Ditto 

No, of appointment in 
Gazotted and non-Gazot- 
ted posts. No. of promo- 
tion of Muslims therein. 

8.3.45 

Py.605 (232) 

78 

840 

Mr. Muhammad 
Hussain Ch ou- 
dhury. 

(a) Bequest to Messrs. 
Owen Roberts and Com- 
pany to purchase wheat 
in 1943-quantity purcha- 
sed and its value (b) 
damage by rain in Delhi 
Bailway yard. 

8-3-45 

3?y.605 (233) 

78 

l 

841 

Ditto 

Demage of 5,000 bags of 
dal purchased by Messrs. 
Owen Boherts and Com- 
pany and amount of loss 
to the Government. 

8-3-45 

Py-605 (234) 

; 79 

842 

Ditto 

Compensation of 14 lakh 
to Messrs Modern Indus- 
tries-the reason and the 
officer responsible foi it. 

8-3-45 

Py-605 (235) 

79 

843 

Ditto 

Supplying of ghee by the 
Ghee purchasing Agents 
in Madras which is unfit 
for consumption by the 
troops-itB amount and 
value. 

8-3-45 

Py-605 (236) 

79 

844 

Mr. Mi. Anantha- 
sayanam Ay. 
yangar. 

Reason for raising the price 
of Basmati rice charged 
to ‘ concession ’ ration 
card holders. 

8-3-45 

Py-605 (239) 

80 

846 

* Ditto 

Throwing away of milk by 
milkman in Bombay. 

8-3-45 

Py-605 (249) 

80 

933 

Mr. Manu Sube- 
dar. 

Press news about price of 
grains and starvation by 
the people of Kathiawar 
State. 

13.3.45 

s 

Py-605 (211) 

81 ' 
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<3. No. 

Asked by 

Subject 

Answered 

on 

File No. 

Page No. 

951 

Mr. Govind V. 
Deshmukh, 

Protective Pood like milk 
and milk production scar-* 
city of export outside 
India. 

13-3-45 

Py-605 (219) 

82 

952 

Maulvi Muham- 
mad Abdul 

Ghani. 

No, of licensed salt dealers 
in Bihar and No. of Mus- 
lims therein. 

13-3-45 

Py-605 (252) 

83 

953 

Ditto 

No. of Marwari Sugar de- 
alers in Mu k affarpur 
(Bihar). 

13-3-45 

Py-605 (253) 

83 

958 

Sri K- B. Jina- 
raja Hegde. 

S 

Daily quota per adult 
under rationing in ten 
different towns in January 
1945. 

13-3-45 

Py-605 (246) 

84 

962 

Ditto 

f. <* J 

Purchasing and sellmg’pri- 
ces of ride, wheat and 
Bajri in different districts 
of Madras and Bombay 
Presidency. 

13.3.45 

Py-605 (245) 

86 

970 

Mr. Ram Nara. 
yan Singh. 

Want of fruits vegetables, 
and fuel shops and phy- 
sicians in New Delhi. 

13-3-45 

Py-605(276)5 

86 

973 

Prof. N. G. 
Bangs. 

Breezing of Standing paddy 
" crops in Tanjore Dist, 

13-3-45 

Py-605 (255) 

87 

1036 

Mr. Manu Sube- 
dar. 

Storage of milk and export 
of skimmed milk in 
India. 

’ 

16-3-45 

Py-605(242) 

O 

88 

1040 

Ditto 

Fixation of prices of sugar 
and sugar — nano. 

16-3-45 

Py-605 (21 4) 

89 

1041 

' Ditto 

/ 

Sugar and sugar cane ex- 
ported, — its production and 
consum ption per year in 
India. 

16-3-45 

Py-605(214) 

! 

90 

1042 

Ditto ' . 

Amount of salt imported 
into India in 1938-39, 
scarcity and high prices 
of salt in India, particu- 
larly in Bengal. 

16-3-45 

Py-605(215) 

91 

1044 

Mr. T. S. Avina- 
shilingam 
Chettiar. 

Wastage of foodgrains in 
Government storages in 
1943-44, 1 1944-45 and 
steps taken by the Gov- 
ernment. 

16-3-45 

Py .605(220) 

91 

1046 

Mr. Govind V. 
Deshmukh. 

The area allotted to Messrs. 
Alopi Prasad£and Sons for 
the purchase fof Ghee^ as 
Government Agents. 

16-3.45 

Py.605(241) 

83 
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Q. No. 

Asked by 

* 

Subject 

Answered 

on 

File No. 


- 


A 


1004 

Prof. N. G. 

Eanga. ' 

Licence given by C. S. 
Commissioner, Madras to 
purchase groundnuts, 

cal.es, oil and gur— mini, 
mun prices for these 

commodities. 

16-3-46 

Py-G05(291) 

1005 

Nawab Siddiquo 
Ali Khan. 

Export of gur from India 
to the Middle East coun- 
tries and its distribu- 
tion. 

16-3-46 

Py-005(2G3) 

10GO 

Sri K. B. Jina- 
raja Hegde. 

Assignment by Govern- 
ment to one agent for 
purchasing ghee for 

Punjab, United Provinces, 
Gwalior, Central- India 
and other states. 

16-3-45 

Py.C05(264) 

1067 

Mr. Hari Saran 
Prasad, Srivas- 
tava. 

Grant of large area to some 
ghee supplying Agents 
and restriction of area for 
others. 

16-3-45 

Py-605(265) 

1070 

1 Mr. Ram Kara, 
yan Singh. 

Ref. of Qn. No. 642, dated 
28th February 1945 about 
the suspension of all 1 
pending demands' for ! 
security deposit accord- 
ing to the Delhi Rationing 
Orders. 

16-3-45 

Py-G05(266) 

1071 ' 

1 

Ditto 

Amounts of sugar quota 
decided by the Rationing 
Authority to various ap- 
plicants. 

16-3-45 

| 

1 

! 

Py-605(267) 

1176 

Mr. T. S. Avina. 
ahil ingam 
Chettiar. 

Which are the deficit dis- 
tricts in Madras Presi- 
dency and steps taken by 
the Government. 

21-3-45 i 

i 

Py.605(229) 

117V 

i 

Ditto 

Prices fixed for foodgrains 
at present are not eco- 
nomical to the pro- 
ducers. 

21-3-45 

Py-605(222) 

1207 

Maulvi Muham. 
mad Abdul 

Ghani. 

No. of deputed staff stis. 
pended from services by 
the Controller of Ration, 
ingj Delhi and reasons 
thereof 

'21-3-45 

Py-605(283) 

1208 

Ditto 

No. of persons given phy- 
sical punishment in Delhi 
-Rationing Office — rever- 
sion and promotion of 
deputed staff. 

21-3-45 

! 

Fy-C05(284) 

1209 

Ditto 

Consideration for the rever- 
sion of the deputed offi- 
cials who are Willing to 
go back to their parent 
offices. 

21-3-45 

Py-605(281) 


Pago 
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Q.No. 

Asked by 

Subject 

Answered 

on 

File No. 

Page No- 

1210 

Maulvi Muhammad 
Abdul Ghana 

The resignation by tho 

-A dm i nistrati vo Officer, 

Dellu Rationing. » 

21-3-45 

Py-605(282) 

100 

1213 

Sri K. B. Jina- 
raja Hegde. ~ 

Procurement and ' distri- 
bution of foodgrains in 
rural and urban areas of 
Bombay Presidency. 

21-3-45 

Py-605(285) 

100 

1214 

Mr. Hari Sharan 
Prasad, Srivas- 
tava. 

Names of -salt dealing 
firms in Bihar and quan- 
tity supplied to each ; 
district. __ i 

21-3-45 

Py-605(286) 

100 

1221 

Prof. N. G. 
Ranga. 

/ 

S> ' ~ 

Position of Vizagapatam 
r about: — 

(a) daily ration per 
adult and inci- 
dence of diseases, 

(b) import of rice 

from other Pro- 
vinces, 

(c) introduction of com- 

pulsory rationing. 

21-3-45 

Py-605(287) 

101 

1230 

Mr. Muhammad 
' Ahsan. 

Order by C. D. P. about the 
registration of firms for 
supply of condiment 

powder. 

21-3-45 

Py-6 05(292) 

101 

1231 

Khan Bahadur 
Sheikh FaM-i- 
Haq, Piracha. 

The date of opening the 
Nasarpur Pruit Preserving 
Factory and its function. 

21-3-45 

Py-605(295) 

102 

1232 

Ditto 

Proposal for transferring 
Nasarpur Factory to the 
civil authorities. 

21-3-45 

Py-005(296) 

102 

1240 

Sardar Mangal 
Singh. 

Introduction of monthly 
ration system instead of 
weekly system in Delhi 
Province. 

21-3-45 

Py-605(298) 

102- 

*650 

Mr. Govind V. 
Deshmukh. 

Quantity and rates of veget- 
able ghee purchased in 
1944 and its supply to the 
Indian Army. 

21-3-45 

Py-605(199) 

102 

*651 

Ditto 

Scarcity of vegetable ghee 
for the army and the civil- 
ians and steps taken by 
the Government. 

21-3-45 

Py-605(200) 

103 

*652 

, I 

Ditto 

t 

Applications from Ghee 
purchasing Agents for some 
provinces and Messrs. 
Alopi Prasad and Sons’ 
monopoly supply to the 
Military Departments. 

21-3-45 

V. . 

Py-605(201) 

103 

1323 

Mr. Sri Prakasa. 

Boss of right to take ration 
for a period less than a 
week — difficulty for the 
labourers — -and considera- 
tion for them. 

26-3-45 

Py-605(280) 

104 


*' Postponed from March 5th. 
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' 

3. No. 

Asked by 

Subject 

Answered on 

File No, 

Page No, 

1324 

Mr. Sri Prakasa. 

Amount of ration allotted to 
vegetarians and rationing 
of moat. 

20-3-45 

Py- 6 05(279) 

104 

1325 

Sri K, B. Jina- 
raja Hegde. 

Allegation by 3Mr. Bam 
Narayan Singh that people 
of Hazari Bagh are eating 
roots and leaves. 

2G-3-45 

Py-605(288) 

105 

1326 

T. S. Avinashi. 
lingam Chettiar. 

Bation of grains daily per 
individual in various pro- 
vinces - and consi deration 
for more grain for labour- 
ers. 

20-3-45 

Py-605(289) 

105 

1333 

Sri K. B. Jina. 
raja Hegde. 

Difference in ages of a non- 
adult in Bombay and 
Madras for purpose of 
rationing. 

26-3-45 

Py-G05{300) 

106 

4 

1334 

’ Ditto 

Quantity of sugar distribu- 
tion in Dlinnvar town and 
the basis of distribution to 
shop-keepers, house-holders 
and Restaurants. 

26-3-45 

Py-605(30l) 

106 

1337 

Ditto 

Quantity of ration per adult 
labourer of different cate- 
gories. , 

26-3-45 

Py-G05(303) 

100 

1348 

Ditto 

Foodgrains (future and 
option’s prohibition) Order, 
1942 about commodity 
described ns ‘ grain ’. 

26-3-45 

Py-605(308) 

107 

1349 

Maulvi Muham- 
mad Abdul 

Ghani. 

Reference of Starred Ques- 
tion No. 952, dated 13tlx 
March • 1942, about tile 
claims of Barkat Mian as 
Sugar dealer in Muzaffar. 
pur District. 

20-3-45 

Py-G05(305) 

107 

1352 

Mr. Bara Narayan 
Singh. 

Authority to control the 
movement of gur and food- 
grains in Gaya, Ranchi, 
and Haza ri bn gh . 

20-3-45 

Py-005(307) 

108 

1463 

Mr. Sri Prakasa 

Result of enquiry of tlio 
working of the Food Depar 
tmenb in Ajm er-Merwara, 

29-3-45 

Py-605(302) 

108 

3465 

Sri K. B. Jina- 
raja Hegde. 

Total production and export 
of sugar of this country, 
explanation for shortage 
and its distribution to 
various provinces. 

. 29-3-45 

Py-605(304) 

109 

.1466 

Ditto 

Opposition by Food Adviser 
to Madras Government 
about the increase of 
ration in Malabar. v 

29-3-45 

Py-605(308) 

109 

, 1467 

Ditto 

1 

Resolution of 5th All-India 
Food Conference about the 
increment of ration to 1 lb 
and supply ration to 
labourers. 

29-3-45 

Py-605(309) 

no 
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Q. No. 

Asked by 

Subject 

Answered on 1 

File No. 

Pago No. 

1479 

Mr. A. Satya- 
narayana Moor. 

*r- 

Deterioration of 1,00,000 
maunds of rice in Mnniok. 
ganj—veriSeation of tho 
fact —person responsible 
and steps taken. 

29-3-45 

Py- 005 (3 06) 

Ill 

1480 

Ditto 

f 

Total quantity and tho 
value of foodstuff destroy- 
ed in Bengal in 1944. 

29-3-45 

Py-005(3 17 ) 

111 

1481 

Ditto 

Statomont by Bit 1 . Biswnnatb 
Das about conditions in 
Orissa — request for veri- 
fication and supply of 
foodstuff. 

20-3-45 

Py-G05(3l8) 

'ns 

1483 

Ditto 

Production of ' potatoes in 
Farrukhabad — quail t i t y 
exported and kept, for 
local consumption - pur. 
cliaso by military. 

29-3-45 

Py-005(322) 

112 

1581 

■V- 

Maulvi Muharn- 
mad Abdul 

Ghani. 

Reference Question 953, 
dated 13th March 1945 
about liconco of sugar 
dealer in Bihar. 

4-4-45 

Py-0ol>(3l0) 

112 

1582 

Govind V. Desli. 
mukh. 

Examination of tho coffoc 
producing factories and 
precaution taken to pro. 
vent adultoration. 

4.4.45 

Py-005(3ll) 

114 

1583 ' 

Ditto 

Examination of tho con. 
diment producing faotorios 
and precaution taken to 
provent adultoration. 

4-4.45 

Py.n06(3j2) 

115 

1584 

Ditto 

Number and names of gheo 
purchasing firms and pro. 
caution taken to prevent 
adulteration. 

4-4.45 

By.fl05(3j3) 

116 

1585 

Ditto 

Number and sites of gheo 
heating centres in India 
and continuity of tho 
factories. , 

4-4.45 

Py-005(3]4) 

117 

1595 

Sri K. B. Jina. 
raja Hegde. 

Requisition of foodgrains by 
cultivators in some dis- 
tricts of , Madras and 
-Bombay. 

4.4-40 

p y-oor>(:m) 

117 

1598 

t 

Mr. Anaga Mohan 
Dam, 

Quantities of chillies pro. 
duced in this country and 
exported outside. 

4-4-45 

Py-6 05(324) 

lift 

1600 

Maulvi Muham. 
mad ’ Abdul 
Ghani. 

Appointment of female sub. 
ordinates in tho Food 
Department. 

4-4-45 

Py.605(325) 

120 

1621 

Mr. Kailash 

Bihari Lall. 

Function of co-operative 
stores in Delhi about the 
distribution of foodgrains, 
fuel, kerosene oil, etc. 

AAAZ 

Py.605(;j23) 

121 



14 


Q. No'. 

Asked by 

Subject 

Answered on 

File No. ' 

1690 

Mr. A. Satyana- 
rayana Moorfcy. 

Import of cocoa beaus fi ora 
Ceylon and their control 
by the “ combmed Food 
Board, ” England. 

9-4-45 

Py-G05(334) 

1712 

Maulvi Muham. 
mad Abdul 

Ghani. 

Beforeneo of Starred Ques- 
tion No. 1349, dated 26th 
March 1945 regarding 
Muslim salt dealers in 
Bihar. 

9-4-45 

Py-60o(335) 

1713 

Ditto 

Organisation of Storage 
Directorate — quaiifieat ons 
and pay of the officers. 

9-4-43 

Py-005(336) 

1721 

Sri K. B. Jina- 
raja Hegde. 

Price of foodstuffs in Bijapur 
and profit made by Gov- 
ernment. 

0-4-45 j 

Py-605(338) 

.1724 

Dewan Abdul 
Basith Choudhu- 

ry- 

Cost of ICO. lbs. of dehy- 
drated meats prepared by 
different Government 

- factories. 

9-4-45 

i 

Py-C05(339) 

* 

1725 

D itto 

Tenders procedure for 

supply of dressed carcass 
of goat meat for tho fac- 
tories by Government. 

9-4-45 , 

Py- 6 05 (340) 

1726 

Ditto 

Willingness by other fac- 
tories to take the contract 
of meat dehydration at 
lower rates. 

-9-4-45 

Fy-C05(341) 

1727 

Ditto 

Price of dehydrated meat of 
Delhi Factory conducted 
by Government is higher 
than other factories. 

9.4.45 

Py-005(342) 

1806 

Mr. M. Ghinsud- 
din. 

i 

Appointment of Circle 
Bationing Officer from 
Hindu backward classes. 

12-4-45 

Py-G05(343) 

1809 

i 

Mr. Bam Narayan 
Singh. j 

j 

Contribution of Bs. 1,25,000 
by the Sweet and Milk 
Union Delhi towards tho 
National Savings Certific- 
ates. 

12-4-45 

Py -605(345) 

1810 

Ditto 

Bcferenee of Starred Ques- 
tion No. ! 642 dated 28th * 
February 1945 re security 
deposits and No. of 
defaulters. 

12-4-45 

Py 005 (340) 

1811 

Ditto 

I 

!, 

* , | 

Sale of pan, soda and ice in 
shops under separate 

permits and licences. 

12-4-45 

Py 605 (347) i 

1812 

< 1 

Ditto . i 

i 

Deposit of -Bs. 250 by 
every bakery and halwai 
and the difficulty caused 
thereby. 

12-4-45 

Py 005 (348) 


'age No 


121 


122 


123 


124 


126 


127 


127 


127 


128 


128 


*128 


129 

130 
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iQ.tfo. 

Asked by 

Subject 

Answered on 

File No. 

Page'No. 

3 

Mr. Muhammad 
Azhar All. 

No. of food parcels and 
their maximum weight 
allowed by the Govern, 
ment to be exported from 
India to England. 

9-2-45 

Py 605 (145) 

1 30 

5l 

Sardar Mangal 
Singh. 

IB 

Appointment of Sikhs, 
Christians, Europeans etc., 
in the Pood Department 
since its cieation. 

5-3-45 

l 

i 

Py 605 (217) 

130 

88 

Mr. Jamnadas 
M. Mehta. 

Order for the requirements 
of the Defence Forces 
regarding cannod fruit. 

13-3-45 

Py 605 (251) 

131 

132 

Mr. K. C. Neogy 

Transfer of officials from 
places outside to- the 
Rationing and Civil Sup- 
plies Offices — their duties. 

4-4-45 

Py 605- (329) 

131 

133 

Ditto . 

Promotion of the staff to 
the post of Officers in 
Delhi Rationing and Civil 
Supplies Officers and 

appointment of outsiders. 

4-4-45 

Py 605 (330) 

132 
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/ 

PART— r ’ 

COUNCIL OP STATE 

' QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Thursday, 15th February, 1945 

'Selling of Flour in Bengal as Manure 

1. The Honourable Kumar N. N. Sinha: Is it a fact that about 850 maunds 
of atta, rotting in a Government godown in Bengal has been sold by the authori- 
ties at about four annas per maund for the purpose of manure being unfit for 
human consumption? Why was the stock of atta allowed to rot and not given 
> to save human lives? 

' The Honourable Mr. It. H. Hutchings: An enquiry has been made from the 
Bengal Government and the information will be laid on the table of the House 
as soon as it is received. 


Friday, 16th February, 1945 

Bice for Bihar from Nepal 

22. The Honourable Raja Yuveraj Dutta Singh: (a)" Is it a fact that the 
Bihar Government sometime back requested the Government of India to allot a 
portion of Nepal rice purchased by the latter, to Bihar, on the ground that 
normally Bihar used to puiohase rice from Nepal, but this year owing to the 
Government of India purchasing rice from Nepal, Bihar has been deprived of 
that rice? 

(b) Have the Government of India declined to accept the request of that 
Provincial Government for supply of foodgrains; and if so, why? 

The Honourable Mr. R. H. Hutchings: (a) & (b) No, Sir. 


Sugar Production 

37 The Honourable Mr. G, S Motilal: ( a) H ow much sugar was produced 
by factories m India and by khandsan method in each of the last, three years? 

(b) How much was imported and exported in each of these years from or to 
which country? 

w C l H ? VSr mUClt S n g ui r ^ P iu ' chased Government in each of these years and 
how much was available for consumption by civilian population? 

The Honourable Mr. R. H. Hutchings: r a ) fbl ( c. M A , . , . , 

on the table 8 ' V A statement is laid 
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Statement showing sugar produced in India by factories and KLhandsari method, 
qualities and the names of the countries from which imported or exported 
to, quantities purchased by Government and those available for civilian 
consumption during the last 3 'years. 

. (All figures in tons) 
1911-42 1942-43 1943-44 

(a) Production — - 

(i) By factories ....... 7,98,412 10,y4,752 12,24,106 

(ii) By Khandsari methods (estimated) . . . 1,00,000 80,000 80,000 

(b) (i)' Imports — 40,000 tons sugar was imported into British India by sea during 1941-42 from 
Java. There have been no imports in subsequent years. 

(ii) Exports - 

Name of the country. 1941-42 1942-43 1943-44 

(Tons) (Tons) (Tons) 


1. 

Burma 






34 


. . 

2. 

Tibet 

' . 





•I 


. . 

3. 

Bhutan 






2,594 

. . 

104 

4. 

Nepal 


« 




•> •• , 

1,060 

1,662 

6. 

SikJdm 






J 

216 

250 

6. 

Afghanistan. 






. 1,906 

4,487 

4,800 

7. 

Persia 






15,353 

. . 

2,400 

8. 

Saudi Arabia 






. ~) Details 

1,360 


9. 

Kuwait . 






. of supply 

1.690 

1,755 

10. 

Bahrein . 






. )■ to each 

2,352 7 

2,209-7 

11. 

Trueial coast . 

* • 





. not readi- 

1,737 

1,922 

12. 

Muscat 






. 1 ly avail- 

252 

252 

13. 

Gwadur 






. J able. 

66 

75 

14. 

Other countries 

. , 

. 



. 

18,494 




• Total . 38,381 13,199-7 16,329-7 


(In tons.) 

1941-42 1942-43 1943-44. 

(c) (i) Purchased by the Government for Defence requirements 46,000 81,872 92,362 

(ii) Available for oivilian consumption . . . 8,64,031 10,69,680 •3,11,96,424'3 


Bationing Schemes 

42. The Honourable Mr. G-. S. Motilal : Will Government place on the table 
a statement showing: — 

(a) the places in India at which the rationing of food materials has been 
introduced and in which it is in operation; 

(b) the places at which food materials are supplied at fixed rates to people 
whose income is below a prescribed sum? 

The Honourable Mr. R. H. Hutchings; (a) A statement showing the towns 
and areas rationed or partially rationed is placed on the table. 

(b) Under all rationing schemes foodgrains N that are rationed are issued at 
fixed rates to all ration card holders irrespective of their incomes. 

Schemes for the supply of foodgrains to people with smaller incomes at 
subsidised rates are in force in certain places, but I regret, Sir, that complete 
information is not available. 

. The Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam : Will the Honourable Member give 
some idea of the provinces in which this is being done? 

Tlxe Honourable Mr. R. H. Hutchings; In certain towns in the United Pro- 
vinces, Sir. That is an instance. 

The Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam: Is that the only instance or' are other 
provinces also doing it? 

The Honourable Mr. R: H. Hutchings: I have said, Sir, that complete 
information is not available, but I believe that there are other places where 
this is done. 


i 
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Statement showing the places in India at which the Rationing ~of Food materials has 
been introduced and in which it is in operation. 


Provinoe/State Nam03 of towns and area 


Provin.ee/State Names of towns and area 


«Assom 

iji' 


^Bengal 


1. Shillong. 

2. Jorhat. 

3 . Sythot. 

4. Tezpur. 

6. Nowgong. 

6. Gauhati. 

7. Dhnbri. 

8. Dibrugarh. 

9. Silchar. 


1. 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20 . 
21 . 
22 . 

23. 

24. 

25. 
29. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 
3G. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 


46. 

47 . 

48. 

49. 


Calcutta Industrial Area. 
Chittagong. 

Patiya. 

Satkania. 

Mymenstngli. 

Cox Bazar. 

Mir Snrai. 

Sita Kund. 

Panehlaish. 

Hatbazari. 

Fatikehaii. 

Ran jam 
Rangunia. 

Anwara. 

Boalkhati. 

Banskhali. 

Doublo Moorings. 
Serajganj. 

Nilphamari Sub-Division 
(whole). 

Dttarparo Kotrang 
Risbra Konnagore. 
Sorampore. 

Baidyabati. 

Champdany Bhadreswar. 
Hoogly Chmsurah. 
Bansberia. 

ICurseong (Urban and 
Suburban). 

Kalimpong. 

Burdwan Sadar Sub- 
Division. 

Katwa (Sub-Div'sion). 
Paridpur. 

Madaripur. 

Rajbari. 

Muktagacha. 

Gowripore. 

Netrakonn. 

Kishoreganj. 

Bajitpur. 

Jamalpur.- 

Sherpur. 

Tangail. 

J essore. 

Kotheandpur. 

Moheshpur. 

Other Sub-Division areas 
and rural area of 
J essore. 

Sadar (S) of Bakargani 
Disfcriot. 

J oynn mro. 

Barmpur. 

Rajpur. 


Bengal — contd. 50. 

“si. 

52. 

63. 

54. 

55. 

56. 


57. 


58. 

69. 

CO. 

61. 

62. 


63. 

64. 

1. 

2 . 

3. 

"4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

1 . 

2 . 

3. 


Bihar 


Bombay 


4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13 . 

14. 
16 . 
16. 

17. 

18. 
19. 
20 .. 

21 . 


Rural areas of Sadar Siib. 
Division. 

Feni Sub-Division. 

Jhargram Town. 

Sadar (South Sub-Div. 
ision. 

Sadar (North Sub-Div- 
ision). 

Contai. 

Barasat Gobardanga 48 
Unions of Barasat 
(Sub-Division). 

All the Unions of the 
Narbumr (Sub-Div- 
’sion). 

North Dum-Dum. 

Other Unions of Barr- 
nckporo Sub-Division. 

Enina Town. 

Kalna Sub-D'vis'on. 

Tamluk Sub-Division 
mclud ng six Thanas 
and Tamluk town. 

Chandpur town. 

Raozan. 

Gaya. 

Dlianbad Jharia. 

Patna. 

Jamshedpur. 

Giridih. 

Arrah. 

Chapra. 

Laberia Sarai Darbhanga 
town. 

Ranchi. 

Mongbyr. 

Muzaffarpur. 

Blmgalpur. 

Alunedabad. 

Surat. 

Poona City Suburban and 
Cantt. and Kirkee 
Cnntt. 

Sholapur. 

Hubli. 

Bombay City and B. S. D. 

Nasik. 

Benvaum City and Cantt. 

Broach. 

Ahmednagnr City and 
Cantt. 

Dhulia (West Kbandos 
District). 

Bandra. 

Ghat Kopar. 

Juhu. 

Eurla. 

Malnd. 

Parle Andhori. 

Mulund. 

Ohembur. 

Remainin'.' Rural areas of 
Suburban District 

Viramgam. 
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Province/State Names of towns and area 


Bombay — amid.' 22. Dbolka. 

23. Nadiad. 

' 24. Kapadwang. 

25, Anand. 

_ 26. Borsad. 

27. TJmreth. 

28. Godhra. 

29. Dohad. 

30. Bander. 

31. Bulsar. 

32. Thana. 

33. - Kalyan. 

34. Bassein. 

35. Bhiwandi. 

36. Jalgaon. 

37. - Chalisgaon. 

38. Ashta. 

39. Amglner. 

40. Bhusawal. 

41. Erandol. 

42. Parola. 

43. Cliopda. 

44. Dharangaon. 

45. Nandurbar. 

46. Shirpur. 

47. Dondaiche. 

48. Malegaon (Nasik District) 

49. Igatpuri. 

50. Taloda. 

51. Shabada. 

S S 2. Yeola. 

53. Sinnar. 

54. Nahdgoan. 

55. Manmad. 

66. Baramati (Poona Dis- 

trict). 

67. Lonavla (including 

Khandala). 

58. Dhond. 

59. Talegaon Dobhado. 

•60. Satara. 

61. Karad. 

62. Wai. 

63. Panchgani. 

64. “Mahableswar. 

65. Barsi (Sholapur Dis-; 

' trict). 

66. Pandharpur. 

67. Gokak (Belgaum Dis. 

trict). 

68. Nipani. 

69. 4-thni. 

7 0. Bijapur. 

71. Bagal Kot. 

7 2. Guledgud. 

73. Ilkai. - 

74. Dharwar. 

75. Gadag. 

76. Banebonur. 

77. Bavori. 

78. Karwar ( Kanare Dis- 

trict). 

7 9. Mathoran. 

80. Panvol (Kolabe District) 

81. Ratnagiri. 

82. Cbiplun. 

1 S3. Malwan. 

■24. Islampur. 

85. Tasgnon. 


Province/Stato Names of towns and area 


C. P. . 

. i. 

Nagpur. 


2. 

Jubbulpore. 

Madras . 

. lr 

Madras. 


2. 

Suburban Area includ- 



ing Saidapet. 


3. 

Vizagapatam. 


4. 

Tirmevelly-cw m-Palam- 
cottah. 


5. 

Madura. 


6. 

Tricliinopoly-CMjn-Sriran- 

gam. 


7. 

Coimbatore. 


8. 

Vellore. 


9. 

Salem 


10. 

Mangalore. 

11. 

Calicut. 

12. 

Guntur. 

13. 

Bezwada 

14. 

Raj ahmundry. 

15. 

Cocanada. 

16. 

Tuticorin. 

17. 

Dindigul. 

18. 

Rajapalayam. 

19. 

Tiruppur. 

20. 

Vizianagram. 

21. 

Kurnool. 

22. 

Bellary. 

23. 

Conjeeveram. 

24. 

Kumbakonam. 

25. 

Negapatam. 

26. 

Tanjore. 

27. 

Palghat. 

28. 

Tellicherry. 

29. 

Gannanore. 

30. 

Cuddaiore. 

31. 

Musiipatam. 

32. 

Nellore. 

33. 

Tenali. 

34. 

Ellore. 

35. 

Bodinayakanur. 

36. 

Palni. 

37. 

Periyakulam. 

38. 

Devakottai. 

39. 

Kara i kadi. 

40. 

Sivakasi. 

41. 

Sriviiliputtur. 

42. 

Virudhunagar. 

43. 

Karur. 

44. 

Dharampurm. 

45. 

Erode. 

46. 

Pollaclii. 

47. 

Udumalpet. 

48. 

Coonoor. 

49. 

Ootacamund. 

50. 

Kodaikaual. 

51. 

Bimilipatam. 

52. 

Anakapalli. 

53. 

Cbicacole. 

54. 

Prodattur. 

55. 

Nandyal. 

56. 

Tadpatri 

57. 

Adoni 

58. 

Hospot. 

59. 

Wallajab. 

60. 

Vaniya~n : >adi. 

61. 

Tirupatur. 

62. 

Gud.yatham. 

63. 

Tiruvannamalai. 
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— 

Erovince/State 

Fames of towns and area 

Province/State Names of towns and area 

Madras — contd. 

64. Chingloput. 

U. P. — contd. 

15. Muttra. 


05. Chittor. 

66. Tirupathi 

67. Mannarkudi. 

68. May a va ram. 

69. Tiruvarur. 

70. ICasargod. 

- 

16. Farrukhabad. 

17. Etawah. 

18. Mirzapur. 

19. Fyzabad. 

20. Mussoori. 

21. Hardwor. 


71. Udipi. 

' 

22. Roorkoo. 


72. Cochin. 

73. Villupuram. 

■ 

23. Hntliras. 

24. Firozabad, 


74. Chidambaram. 

75. Peddopuram. 

4 

25. Nainital. 

26. Almora. 


76. Gudivada. 

“ 

27. Ranikhet. 


77. Palaoola. 

78. Ongole. 


28. Pauri. 

29. Lansdowna. 


79. Calicut - Taluk (Rural 

Area). 

80. Kurambranad Taluk 

(Rural Area). 

81. Kottayam (Rural Area). 


30. Ghazipur. 

,31. Ballia. 

32. Jaunpur. 

33. Deoria. 

34. Azamgarh. 


82. Chirakkal (Rural Area). 

83. Narasaraopet.' 

84. Cuddapnh.- 

85. Anantnpur. 

86. Hindupur. 


35. Mau. 

36. Pnrtabgarli. 

37. Sultanpur. 

38. Rai Bareli. 

39. Unao. 

N. W. F. P. . 

1. Peshawar City and 

Cantt. 

Baluchistan . 

1. Quetta (including Cantt.). 

2. Chaman Town. 

3. Pishin. 

Orissa 

1. Puri. 

2. Berhampur. 

3. Cuttack (inoluding 

. Chamliaganj Naya- 
bazar, Chhatrabazar, 
Khunagor, Bidyadh. 
arpur, Kauheipur 

(Tingharia). 

4. Balasoro. 

5. Sambaljiur. 

6. Jharsugoda Union Board 


4. Snravnn. 

5. Gulistan. 

6. ICilla-Abdulla. ' 

7. Boston. 

8. Yaru. 

9. Quetta Telisil (Tribal area) 

10. Chaman Telisil (Tribal 

area). 

11. Pishin Telisil (Tribal 

area). 

' 

areas. 

7. Bargarli. 

Ajmer-Merwar 

1. Ajmer. 

f 


8. Rayaghada. 

9. Gunupur. 

Delhi . 

1. Delhi and New Delhi. 


10. Aungl. 

11. Kotppad. 

12. Jeypur. 

Hyderabad (Dec- 1. Hyderabad (Deeoan). 
can). 

2 . Secunderabad. 

3. Warangal. 

Punjab . 

1. Rawalpindi. 

2. Amritsar. 


4. Hyderabad Suburban 

area ( Atraf, Baida 


3. Lahore. 

' 

Beyat Taluqs). 

5. Narayanpet. 


1. Karachi. 




2. Hyderabad. 

Mysore States 

. 1. C. and M. Station Banga. 
lore. 

U. P. 

1. Jhansi. 

2. Bareilly. j 

3. Shahjahanpur. 


2. Bangalore City. 

3. Mysore City. 

4. Colar Gold Fiold. 


4. Cawnporo' ' 

5. Lucknow. 

0. Benares. 

7. Agra. 


6. Sandur State. 

6. Banganepallo Stato. 

7. Tumkur. 


8. Allahabad. 

9. Saharanpur. 

10. Meerut. 

11. Aligarh, 

Cochin State . 

. 1. Tricliur. 

2. Mattanohery. 

3. Ernakulam. 

4. Cholokudi. 


12. Moradabad. 

13. Gorakhpur. > 

14. Delira Dim. 


5. Nnrakkal. 

6. Tripimi-TJiura. 

7. Irinjalakunda. 
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Province/State Hames of towns and area 


Cochin State 
contd. 


8. Ollur. 

9. Kunnamkulam . 

10. Wadakkanchery. 

11. Palanji. 

12. Chittur. n 

13. Tattamangalam. 

14. Nerqmara. - 
. 15. Oranganore. 

16. Other remaining areas of 
Cochin State. 


Travancore State 1. Trivandrum City. 

2. Alleppey. 

3. Nagercoil. 

4. Quilon. 

5. Kottayam. 

6. Thovala. 

7. Agastiswaram. 

8. Kalkulam. 

9. Vilavaneode. 

( . 10. Neyyattinkara. 

1 1 . Trivandrum. 

12. Nedumangad. 

13. Chirayinkil. 

14. - Quilon (Rural). 

15. Kottarakara. 

16. Patlianapuram. 

17. Thiruvella. 

18. Ambalapuzha. 

19. Shencottah. 

20. Karthigapally. 

21. Mavelikara. 

22. Kunnathur. 

23. Pathanamtheta. 

24. Shertallai. 

25. Charganaoherry. 

26. Kottayam. 

27. Vaikora. 

- 28. Meenachil. 

29. Thodupuzha. 

30. Kunnathanad. 

31. Parur. 

32. Peermade. 

33. Devicolam,. 

34. Karrunagappally. 

35. Murathapuzlia. 


Province/State Karnes of towns and area 


Decoan States 


1 . Sangli. 

2. Kohlapur city (Kasha 

Bavda and adjoining 
Wadis). 

3. Jamkhandi. 

4. Banuhatti. 

5. Rampur. 


Deccan. States — 6. llunupur (including 

contd. Kadapatti and Han. 

chinal). 

7. Miraj town. 

8. Jath State. 

9. Shahpur. 


Kashmir 


1. Srinagar. 


Baroda and Guj- 1. Dumas, 
rat States. 2. Bhimpore. 

3. Sultanbad. 


Central India 
States. 


1. Bhopal city. 

2. Indore. 

3. Sehore and all Tehsil 

Headquarters. 

4. >Ihow. 

5. Dhar. 

6. Ratlam. 

7. Sitamau. 

8. Laduna. 

9. Rajgarh (Proper). 

10. Biaora. 

11. Naraingarh. 

12. Paohora. 

13. Khujner. 

14. Chhpihera. 

15. Khilchipur. 

16. Kurwai. 

17. Bareth. 

18. Deara. 

19. Ringnod town Kaslia. 

20. Dewas town. 

21. Sarangpur. 

22. Padlia.— 

23. Dewas Senior and Alote. 


Rajputana States 1. District of Abu. 

2. Partabgarh city. 

3. Banswara town. 

1. Bliavnagar. 

2. Jafrabad (State). 

3. Sardargarh. - 

4. Mayapadar. 

5. Dharangadbra. 

6. Vithalgadli. 

Gwalior, Ram. 1. Greater Gwalior, 
pur and Bena- 2. Ramnagar. 
res States. 3. Rampur. 

4. Gyanpur. 


Western .India 
States. 


FORTNIGHTLY REPORTS FROM PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS ON 'THE FOOD POSITION 


43. The Honourable Mr. G. S. Motilal: (a) Have Government received or 
called -for reports from Provincial Governments of the food situation in each 
district of their respective provinces? 'If so, how many reports in a year? 

(b) Do Government propose to call for reports of each district relating to 
food situation every three months? 

The Honourable Mr. R. H. Hutchings: (a) The Government of India already 
receive Fortnightly Keports from Provincial Governments on the general food 
position in each province including the position in particular districts of that 
Province if these call for special comment. 

(b) No, Sir. 
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The Honourable Mr. G. S. Motilal: Do Government propose to issue 
Bummary of these reports? ' - 

The Honourable Mr. E. H. Hutchings: No, Sir. 

Quantity of Foodstuffs produced in Districts in relation to Population 

44. The Honourable Mr. G. S. Motilal: Will Government place on the table 
a statement showing for each district (i) population, (ii) the quantity of food- 
stuffs required, (iii) the quantity produced in the district, (iv) the quantity 
supplied by other districts both from within, the province and outside, (v) the 
actual supply to the people, and (vi) the rates of staple food-grains? 

The Honourable Mr. E. H. Hutchings: The information is not readily avail- 
able with the Government of India, and they consider that the labour involved in- 
■Collecting it would not be justified by the results. 

The Honourable Mr. Thirumala Eow: Are Government 'satisfied that at least 
Provincial Governments are equipped with the necessary information with regard 
to the districts? 

The Honourable Mr. E. H. Hutchings: Yes, Sir. 

The Honourable Mr. Thirumala Eow: Have Go»’ermnent got their reports 
with them ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. H. Hutchings: No, Sir. 

The Honourable Mr. Thirumala Eow: Then liovi are they controlling the 
situation in the whole of India? 

The Honourable Mr. E. H. Hutchings: We are satisfied. Sir, that we arc 
sufficiently in touch with the situation in the different provinces to deal with 
the situation. 


WEDNESDAY, 7th MARCH, 1945 

W" HEAT IMPORTS FROM AUSTRALIA 

82. The Honourable Mr. G. S. Motilal: Will Government state' how 
much wheat was imported from Australia direct to India during each of the last 
three years and how much from Canada during the same period? 

The Honourable Mr. B. E. Sen: A statement is laid on the table. 

Wheat (including products) imported from, : — 

"^ ear (1) Australia (2) Canada 

I January- August* . , . . s 

(_Soptember-Decomber ..... 20,236 Nil 

225:729 5,048 


1942 4 


1943 


1944 


5,81,041 29,763 


* Total imports during this period were 18,283 tons, according to D.C.I. and S., but tb* 
break-up according to Countries of origin is not available. 

Rationing in Surplus Areas 

88. The Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam: Will Government state their final ‘ 
conclusions for 1945-46 on rationing in surplus and self-sufficient areas in view 
or fcne great fall m prices of food grains? 

B - I1, Sen: The Honourable Member is referred to the 
Resolutions on Rationing, passed by the 5th All-India Food Conference, copy. of,, 

the1.abte a 5 fhe°H^e Iem0randUm ^ 170001 P ° siti ° n iu Lldia alread y lai ^ 
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The Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam: Has that been circulated to members? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. Sen: It has been laid on the table of the House. 

The Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam: Will the Government circulate it to 
the members? 

The Honourable Mr. B. Ra Sen: Yes. 


WEDNESDAY, THE 14th MARCH, 1945 ' 

Loan of Staff, to the Delhi Rationing Organisation. 

121. The Honourable Raja Yuveraj Dutta Singh: (a) Are Government 
a-ware that the Government of India loaned 3 per cent, of their staff to the 
Delhi Rationing Organisation for a period of 3 months only? If so, why the 
staff so loaned has not been returned ? 

(b) Will Government ask the -Controller of Rationing to return such staff, if 
and when asked for by the Departments concerned? , 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. Sen: (a) The answer to the first part of the 
question is in the affirmative except that no date was prescribed for the return 
of this staff. Their services are still required for the administration of Delhi 
rationing. 

(b) No, not at present. 

Vacancies in Superior Appointments- of the Delhi Civil Supplies 

Organisation 

-122. The Honourable Raja Yuveraj Dutta Singh: (a) Are Government aware 
that the legitimate claims for promotion of the regular staff are often overlooked? 
and outsiders are brought in to fill up the higher appointments? If so, why? 

(b) Is it a fact that when the aggrieved parties represent their cases, they are 
threatened with dismissal? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. Sen: (a) No, Sir. Vacancies in superior appoint- 
ments of the Delhi Civil Supplies Organisation are filled both by direct recruit- 
ment and by promotion. 

"(b) No. Every representation preferred through the proper channel receives 
careful consideration. 

Resignation of their Appointments by certain Members of the Rationing 

Staff 

123. The Honourable Raja Yuveraj Dutta Singh: (a) Are Government aware 

that due: to the ill-treatment by some of the superior officers, a Chief Inspector, 
a Rationing Officer (senior grade), a few members of the staff (including Assistant 
Controller of Rationing) had to resign their posts, or seek their transfers else- 
where? ^ 

(b) Do Government propose to institute an impartial enquiry to go into the 
grievances of the Government of India staff regarding supersessions, dismissals, 
ill-treatment and resignations, and take such action as may be necessary and 
proper? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. Sen: It is not clear to which administration the 
Honourable- Member is referring ^ 

Deputy Director, Civil Supplies, Delhi Rationing 

124. The Honourable Raja Yuveraj Dutta Singh: Is it a fact that the present 
Deputy Director, Civil Supplies, Delhi Rationing, has superseded "3 senior Pro- 
vincial Civil Service officers, who held better qualifications and were awaiting 
promotion? 

Note . — Questions against the Hon. Baja Yuveraj -Dutta Singh ivere asked by the Hon. 
Mr. G. S. Moti Lai. 
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The Honourable Mr. B. R. Sen: No, Sir. The officer referred to is a Deputy 
Director of the Food Department, whose 'services have been lent to the Civil 
Supplies Department of the Delhi Administration. He has not superseded any 
Provincial Service Officer. 

The Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam: Did he not belong to the Provincial 
Service?., 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. Sen: He is a Deputy Director in the Food De- 
partment. He is not a member of the Provncial Civil Service.^ 

Disputation Allowance for Staff loaned to the Delhi Rationing 

' Op.ganisation — - 

125. The Honourable Raja Yuveraj Dutta Singh: (a) Is it a fact that no 
deputation allowance has been granted to the Government of India staff on 
deputation to Delhi Rationing Organisation? If so, why? 

(b) Do Government propose to grant anything in shape of deputation allow- 
ance to the Government of India staff ? 

The, Honourable Mr. B. R. Sen: (a) The answer to the first, part of the 
question is in the affirmative. Employment under the Delhi Administration is 
not a foreign service, so the question of deputation allowance does not arise. / 

(b) No. 


WEDNESDAY, THE 21st MARCH, 1945 

Sale of Deteriorated Flour in Dacca 

162. The Honourable Raja Yuveraj Dutta Singh:, Is it, a fact that about 
44,765 maunds of deteriorated atta was recently advertised for sale by the 
Additional District Magistrate for Food in Dacca? If so, why was the ntta 
allowed to deteriorate and not given to the people to save human lives? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. Sen: The, answer to the first part of the question 
is in the affirmative though the actual quantity reported by the Bengal Govern- 
ment is 42,660 maunds. 

This atta had been in stock since July, 1944 and could not be consumed as 
there was no demand for it. It deteriorated because of long- storage in a humid 
climate. 

The Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam: Was it atta from Australian wheat or 
Indian wheat? 


THURSDAY, THE 22nd MARCH, 1945 

Rice Production in the Abakan 

204. The Honourable Mr. Thirumala Row: (a) Will Government state the 
figures with regard to the capacity of rice production in the Arakan before the 
war? - - 

(b) Is the United Kingdom Commercial Corporation being given facilities to 
export rice and other commodities from this area to outside places? . 

The -Honourable Mr. B. R. Sen: (a). The normal pre-war production of the 
Arakan Division of Burma, in terms of rice, was about 438,000 tons 
(b) No, Sir. 

. The Honourable Mr. Thirumala Row: Since the Arakan area has been re- 
occupied, have the Government of India any information whether they can get 
some rice to India from that area? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. Sen: We have had some reports to the effect 
that there is some Rice in the Arakan Division, but whether that rice is surplus 
to the requirements of the liberated area as a whole' is yet to be known. 
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WEDNESDAY, THE 28th MARCH, 1645 

- Association of Members of tee Central Legislature with Firms appointed 

as Agents for purchasing Ghee ■ ' 

254, Tile Honourable Mr, Narayandas Girdhardas: Will Government state: 

(a) Whether it is a fact that a member of the Central Legislature was appointed 
by them as purchasing agent for ghee required for the Indian Army? 

(b) The name of the agent appointed by them, the terms of his appointment, 
-and the period he has acted as the agent? 

(c) Whether the said arrangement still continues? If not, when was it 
terminated? 

(d) Whether that agent had any previous experience or any direct or* indirect 

connection with the ghee trade? _ <■ 

• (e) -By which Department of the Government of India this arrangement was 
made? 

(f) The aggregate amount of commission or remuneration paid to that agent? 

(g) Whether tenders were called froni public as is usually done by wide 
advertisement in newsp'apers for acting as purchasing agent of Government for 
purchase of ghee required for the army? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. Sen: (a) and (b). Two members of the Central 
Legislature are associated with firms appointed as agents for purchasing ghee 
Mr. Hooseinbhoy A. Lallji is one of the partners of the firm of M/s Hooseinbhoy 
Sons & Co. and Mr. Y. Haroon is a partner in the Sind Ghee Purchasing Agency. 
The' first firm has been working from October, 1942 and the second from Decem- 
ber, 1943. - 

(c) The agreement with Messrs. Hooseinbhoy & Sons continues till 31st 
May, 1945, that with the Sind Ghee Purchasing Agency till August, 1945. 

(d) Yes. Messrs. Hooseinbhoy &. Sons and one of the partners in the Sind 
Ghee Purchasing Agency have previous experience of the ghee trade. 

(e) The Supply Department appointed Messrs. Hooseinbhoy “& Sons, before 
the Food Department came into existence, and the Food Department appointed 
the Sind Ghee Purchasing Agency. 

(f) The accounts of the firms have not yet been completed but it is estimated 
that the firm of Messrs Hooseinbhoy & Sons have from the time of their appoint- 
ment earned a remuneration of approximately Rs. 1,20,000 and the Sind Ghee 
Purchasing Agency Rs. 14,600. 

(g) No. _ The initial selection of the firms was made with reference to their 
experience and status. In 1944 however, the annual term of both films was 
renewed after considering other tenders. 

The Honourable Mr, Hossain Imam: What is the commission paid on 
purchases? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. ' Sen: They are allowed the actual prices of 
ghee paid by them subject to a ceiling, together with a fixed rate per maund to 
cover expenses in purchasing and in handling, and a remuneration of from 5 
annas 9 pies to. 9 annas according to the quantity purchased. 

The Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam: Per maund, or per rupee? 

The Honourable Mr, B, R. Sen: I think it must be per maund. 

' The Honourable Rai Bahadur Sri Narain Mahtha: Have Government similar 
purchasing agencies in other Provinces in India? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. Sen: There are four purchasing agents, and these 
agents cover practically the whole of India. 



Tile Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam: I hope it refers to natural ghee and 
not vegetable ghee. 

Tlie Honourable Mr. B. R,r Sen: This refers to milk ghee. 

The Honourable Mr. G. S. MOtilal: Who are the other agents? Two were 
mentioned. 

The Honourable Mr. B. It. Sen: T canot give you the correct names straight- 
away, but I think' the other agents are Alopi Pershad, which covers North 
India, and the British India Ghee Company, -which operates in the Madras 
Presidency. 


- Purchase of Rice by the Military Authorities 

255. The Honourable Mr. Narayandas Girdhardas: Will Government state: 

(a) Whether it is a fact that some years back agents were appointed in the 
Madras Presidency for the purchase of rice required by the military department? 
If so, will they state the names of individuals and firms appointed by them as 
agents to supply or purchase rice and also state the terms of their appointment 
as agents?. 

(b) By whom this airangement for purchase or supply of rice was made and 
when and where it was made? 

(c) What weie the rates at which these agents were asked to supply rico 
required by them? What were the controlled rates of rice at that time? Will 
Government stale whether rates at which these agents were asked to supply 
rice w r ere above or below' the control rales fixed by Government? Will Govern- 
ment state the difference between the controlled rates of rice then and the rates 
at w'hich these agents w'ere asked to supply rice to them? 

(d) Whether tender's were called from the public inviting applications before 
placing such contracts? 

(e) If not, will they state the reasons for not inviting tenders before placirg 
those contracts for supply of rice? 

(f) The total quantity of rice supplied by those agents'^ 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. Sen: (a) The reply to the first part of the question 
is in the negative. 

The second part dbes not arise. 

(b), (c), (d), (e) and (f). Do not arise. 


FRIDAY, THH 6th APRIL 1945 

Shortage of Milk in Bombay 

288. The Honourable Mr. Narayandas Girdhardas: 1 (a) Are Government 
aw'are of the acute shortage of milk m the city of Bombay and the ban imposed 
by the Bombay Provincial Government on the use of mill: for coffee or tea in 
restaurants, ’clubs and other public catering places; (b) well Government state- 
the causes of milk scarcity in Bombay and other parts of British India; (c) will 
Government state whether the scarcity of milk is caused by slaughter of cows 
and she-buffaloes for the fighting services based in India; (d) will Government 
state the number of cow's and she-buffaloes slaughtered daily all over India to 
feed the fighting forces ; and (e) do Government propose to take steps to stop the 
buying of mill: for fighting forces in and around the city of Bombay to mai:e it 
available for civilian use and feed the fighting forces with the imported skimmed 
milk pow'der thus releasing the fresh milk for use of the civil population of the- 
City of Bombay? 
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The Honourable Mr. B. B. Sen: (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) The 'causes leading to the scarcity of milk in Bombay and other urban- 
areas in British India are: — 

(1) Increased demand due to increase in the population and money incomes. 

(2) Bestrictions on the movement of cattle, and cattle feeds. 

(3) Increase in the prices of cattle and cattle feeds, and 

(4) Difficulty of Transport. 

N (c) No, Sir. ' 

(d) The statistical information desired is not readily available, but the* 
slaughter of cows and she-buffaloes capable of producing milk is prohibited. 

(e) Endeavours are being made to substitute imported supplies of tinned/ 
powdered milk for fresh milk. 

The Honourable Mr. G-. S. Motiial: Is fresh milk in the city of Bombay 
taken for military purposes also? 

The Honourable. Mr , B. R. Sen: A limited quantity of fresh milk is., taken 
for the Defence Services. 

The Honourable Mr. C. S. Motiial: Is the Honourable Member in a position 
to give us the quantity? 

The Honourable Mr. 33. B.. Sen: I think the quantity is about 250 maunds 
a day. 

The Honourable Sir Shantidas Askuran: How many Provinces have introduced 
the prohibition of slaughter of milch animals under age ? 

The Honourable Mr. B. It. Sen: I think all over India so far as I am aware. 

The Honourable Mr. G. S. Motiial: What is the total quantity which is 
brought to Bombay out of which these 250 maunds are taken for military pur- 
poses? 

The Honourable Mr. B. It. Ssn: I must ask for notice. 

The Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam: Do not Government make any arrange- 
ments to supply the Defence Services from imported milk? 

The Honourable Mr. B. It. Sen: They also use a certain quantity of powdered 
milk. 

The Honourable Mr. G-. S. Motiial: _How much of it— I mean powdered 
milk — is used for military purposes? 

The Honourable Mr. B. It, Sen: I am not in a position to answer that 
question. 


Shortage of Milxc in Bombay 

289. The Honourable Mr. Narayandas Girdhardas: Are Government aware 
that people become sick after taking tea or coffee at restaurants in Bombay with 
milk powder imported from Australia or New Zealand? 

The Honourable Mr. B.. R. Sen: No, Sir. 

Appointment of Circle Rationing Officers from Backward Classes 

Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam; Will Government state whether 
axiy Circle Rationing Officer at Delhi, Lucknow and Lahore has been appointed 
from the Hindu backward classes such as Aliirs, Godariyas, Lohars, Barhais, 
Bhurjees and Kahars, who are 16 to 17 erores in number in India? If not, why 
not? 
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The Honourable Mr. B. R. Sen: Delhi, Lucknow and Lahore. — No, Sir. 
INo suitable candidate was available. 

Tile Honourable Mr. V. V. Kalikar: Did you advertise for the appointments 
•or were they made by the Department itself? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R, Sen: These appointments relate to Provincial 
•Governments and I- cannot give you 'the exact information. , 

The Honourable Mr, P. IT. Sapru: How do you assert that no suitable 
•candidates were forthcoming? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. Sen: We asked for a report from the Provincial 
•Governments. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. Sapru: Then your reply was based on the informa- 
tion supplied by the Provincial Governments? 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. Sen: Yes, Sir. . 

The Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam: Will Government give some direction 
to the Provincial Governments that these people also get some share in these 
.appointments ? 

The Honourable Mr. B, B. Sen: I am sure that the Provincial Governments 
.take this into consideration in making their appointments. 


Non-use of Bation Cards by the Backward Classes 

298. The Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam: Is it a fact that thousands of 
backward and Scheduled caste people in Lucknow and Delhi are not using their 
ration cards with a view to helping the wounded soldiers and are using coarse 
grain on the appeal and preaching of Swami Kuljug Annnd and Swami 
:Sachutanand? * 

The Honourable Mr. B. R. Sen: Lucknow and Delhi . — I have no such 

information. 

The Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam: Have the Government made any 
•enquiries? 

The Honourable Mr. B. B. Sen: We made certain enquiries, and we found 
that what was alleged was not quite correct. 

The Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam: But what are the exact facts as reported 
by the Provincial ^Governments? 

The Honourable Mr. B. B. Sen: So far as the first' part of the question is 
•concerned, the 'Provincial Governments have no such information. A.s regards 
the second part also, so far as the Provincial Government are concerned, they 
have no such information. 


THURSDAY, 12th APRIL, 1945 

- ‘ Export of Foodstuffs to Ceylon 

374. The Honourable Mr. Karayandas Cfirdhardas: Do Government propose 
to prohibit large exports of pulses and grams and foodgrains to Geylon in view 
•of the acute shortage of foodgrains in this country? 

The Honourable 1 Mr. B. B. Sen: Yes, Sir. Unless as has happened in the 
past supplies in India of a particular commodity exceed the demand, and are 
Tequired in Ceylon. 

The Honourable Mr. Thirumala Row: Gan -you give us any idea of what' 
commodity is in excess of demand? 

The Honourable Mr. B. B. Sen: There is a slight excess in pulses and about 
'2,000 tons of pulses are going to Ceylon every month. 
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PART II 

Legislative Assembly 

I.— STABBED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Friday, 9th February, 1945 

Procurement and Distribution of Pood in Sind n 

36. *Mr, Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable the Food Member be- 
pleased to State the present policy of procurement, distribution and export o£ 
food in and outside India? 

(b) - What are the definite orders and directions of the Gover nm ent of India 
given specifically to the Government of Sind for procurement and distribution in. 

’ Sind? 

(c) Is any Central machinery adopted for the above purposes in Sind or has- 
it been left to the Provincial Government of Sind to adopt one? 

(d) Are the two syndicates that were working previously for procurement 
and distribution of food, in existence or have been abolished? If the latter, 
what arrangements are now going on for the above purposes? 

(ej Does the Government of Sind make any regular monthly or other reports, 
to the Central Government regarding the working of the aforesaid machinery in 
Sind? If so, will Government place on the table the last report either made 
by-the Government of Sind or called for from the Government of Sind? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) A Memorandum covering 
the matters, mentioned by the Honourable Member has been placed on the 
table of the House. The attention of the Honourable Member is also invited to 
the progress report on the recommendations of the Foodgrains Policy Committee, 
which was laid on the table of the House during the last Session. 

(b) No specific orders have been given in this respect but the Provincial Gov- 
ernment were' directed in 1943 not to amend or cancel their orders fixing the 
maximum prices of foodgrains in Sind, without the previous approval of the 
Central Government. 

(c) There is no central machinery for procurement and distribution of food- 
grains in Sind. 

(d) The wheat Syndicate is still in existence. The other Syndicate, viz., 
Foodgrains Exporters Syndicate, has been abolished, and replaced by the “Sind 

' Purchase Board”. 

(e) The Government of Sind, and all other Governments send periodical re- 
ports to the Food Department on all matters concerning their food administra- 
tions. No special report is called for from the Government of Sind. 


DEPARTMENT OF FOOD 

Memorandum on the Eood Situation in India and Developments op Food P olic y upto 

2nd February, 1945 

During the past yeaT there has heen a 8teady improvement in the food situation throughout 
the country. Conditions of acute shortage experienced in the previous year have ceased to 
exist. The enforcement of Government’s policy with regard to statutory control of prices, 
procurement by Government or Government controlled , agencies and rationing has yielded 
good results. Progress has also been made, towards stabilizing market prices, under ceiling 
statutory controls at levels -which will ease the burden 'on the consumer and at the same 
time will provide an incentive to the producer to maintain and increase production. In the 
case of certain' specific crops, we have announced the level at which we are prepared to buy 
all grain offered in the principal assembling markets in the main producing areas, should 
prices fall. We have also tried to reduce undue disparities between the levels of prices prevail- 
ing for the same grain and class of gram in different areas. The progress which has already 
heen achieved in this direction has heen brought about by the statutory control of prices 
supported by the importation of foodgrains from abroad and the planned movement of 
internal stocks to the areas where thev are required. Distribution under Government^ control 
to the consumer is being increasingly done through -rationing! in urban areas and in some 
cases in rural areas also. * 
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Steady progress has also been made towards monopoly , procurement . of f ^dgrate bj 
Government, which has already been adopted by certain provinces and Sta • 11 I P 

of monopoly procurement has been fully discussed and appioved at the 5th t 1 « mt. 
Conference of official representatives of Governments m the light of an 
foodgrains monopolies conducted by Food Department. 

Kharif. — The — „«t V. P„ £ OJ , 

j-jnfs. “ d p"iE a c“?: n SdVr,*v.C' is it™ » bLw. «* 

.al l llglil in Aim. It. incidence m> irregular >” 1 “* Jj" V of 

east of that province received more lain than usual, while Malabar did not receive any 

rainfall until the middlo of July. Rainfall in Travancore and Cochin was pool, being about 

50 In Bombay and^tho C. P. excessive and continuous rain in July retarded sowing and 
damaged the jovvar and bajri crops and necessitated ie-so\vmg in some of the districts in 
the rest of the country it was beneficial to the crops. In August there was a hi eah affect ng, 
transplantation in Assam, parts of Bengal and the U. P. In the C. P. and Bombay, it 
continued strong and led to floods in some districts. ,, 

Sind experienced unusually heavy rainfall in August, and some damage was done to tie 

•crops and stored grain. * , , . 

The weather was generally favourable in September and jowar and bajra crops recovered, 
in the C. P., the D. P. and Bombay. In North-West India the rains were generally well 
•distributed and did not have any adverse effect on crops. 

On the whole, the monsoon was favourable for the rice crop, except in Assam, parts of 
Bengal and the U. P. The millets crop was damaged in the C. P., Bombay, the Western 
India States and the Central India Slates by excessive rain in July. Travancore, Coclim 
and parts of-Madras suffered from scanty rainfall and the rice crops there have been below 


aveiage. ' _ . 

Haiti — Itabi crops nil over the country are reported to .he doing well. Widespread rain- 
fall during January lias proved beneficial to the standing crops. If nothing untoward 
happens during the next two months, a good Rahi harvest will he reaped all over the 
country. 

B. — Progress of the. Jin-tic Ptttn. 

Two Basic Plans are now in operation for the controlled distribution of the maior- food- 
grains from surplus areas to deficit areas. One deals with the Ifhnrif grains — rice, m'llets and 
mo ire — and the other with the Rabi grains — wheat and bnrlcy. The Kharif Plan is opeva- 
-tivc from November 1944. to October 1945: while the Rahi Plan is operative from May 1944 
to April 1945. The two Plans taken together attempt the distribution of about 3-2 million 
tons of foodgrains including about 0.4 million tons arrears from - the preceding year’s 
Plans, from surplus to deficit areas, and to the Defence Services. Against the above, com- 
bined total movement target of 3-2 million tons, about 1-4 million tons have been despatched 
-up to 4th January 1945. The total quantity of foodgrains despatched to each of the 
principal deficit areas up to 4th January 1945 is given below- : — 


Area 

Bengal . ' . 

Bombay 
Madras . 

Travancoro/Cochin . 

W. I. States and Baroda 


Quantity 
. 173,700 tons 

311,200 „ 

. 132,100 „ 

78.000 „ 
14,100 ., 


The table below gives the total, export ' quotas and the total despatches from surplus 
-.areas {including Overseas imports) to the deficit areas : — ‘ 


(In 000 tons) 


Foodgrains 

Total quotas 

Despatches up to - 
4-1 -45 (for 

Kharif grams from 
1-11-44 and Rabi grams 
from 1-5-44) 

Percentage of 
Despatches 
to quotas 

Rice ....... 

944^ 

181 - 

19 

"Millets ...... 

333 

40 

12 

"Maize . 

84 

3 

4 

Wheat ...... 

1,757 _ 

1,162 

66 • 

Barley . . . . . ’ . 

99 

28 

28 

Total . 

3,217 

1,414" 

44 
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The wheat quota given above includes 750,000 tons of wheat from Overseas Imports (for 
April — (December 1944). 

On the basis of the present estimates the .quotas for both the Kharif and Rabi grains are 
likely to be. completed within the respective crop years. 

2. Rabi Plan 1944-45 : — 

(a) Wheat. — The Plan started with the distribution of a declared surplus of 1,018,000 
tons wheat of which 250,000 tons was to arrive from Overseas. As the Plan progressed 
additional wheat surpluses aggregating 94,483 tons were offered by surplus areas, while the 
quantity of wheat from Overseas promised by His Majesty’s Government was raised to 
750,000 tons of which receipts upto 20th January 1945 total 544,230 tons. 

(b) Gram. — Under the Rabi Plan 1944-45, a surplus of 281,500 tons gram was originally 
offered by surplus areas for distribution. Subsequent to the compilation of the Plan, 
additional surpluses declared by supplying areas together with quantities surrendered by 
deficit areas led to an accumulation of unallotted stocks aggregating 110,000 tons in producing 
areas. As gram cannot be used to any large extent to offset cereal deficit, the demand fiom 
the deficit areas was limited. The matter was placed before the Standing Food Advisoiy 
Committee of the Central Legislature at its meeting on the 9th September 1944. On their 
recommendation and with the approval of the provinces and states, it was decided to take 
gram movements off the Basic Plan. With effect from 1st November j.944, gram has been 
allowed to move through private trade on permits issued by the supplying administrations 
under high transport priority. 

(c) Barley . — Since the issue of the Rabi Plan 1944-45 in May last, an additional surplus' 
of 49,000 tons barley has been offered to the Food Department for controlled distribution to 
deficit dreas raising tho total surplus 99,000 tons. 

3. Kharif Plan 1944 r ’45.- — The total rice and millets surpluses offered to the Food Depart- 
ment by the Provinces and States for 1944-45, at' the commencement of the Kharif Plan 
amounted to 684,000 tons and 260.000 tons respectively, while the declared deficits of rice and 
millets amounted to 3,109,000 tons and 1,050,000 - tons respectively. Owing to the delay in 
the break of the monsoon and the Kharif sowings this year, the estimates of crop surpluses 
and deficit were based on very inadequate and approximate data. The estimates also did 
not include- Rabi jowar production which is considerable in Bombay, Madras, Hyderabad and 
the Bombay States. The. surpluses and deficits were as the whole estimated on a conserva- 
tive basis. This has been borne out by the fact that since the issue of the Plan in November 
last the following further surpluses have been offered by the mam surplus areas : — 

~ (In tons) 

Grain Original Additional Surplus as 

' Surplus . Surplus revised up to date 

{ 25 - 1 . 45 ) 

' Rioe . 084,000 00,000 744,000 

Millets i . - 215,000 90,000 305,000 

Even with additional, rice and millets surpluses, the overall rice and millets position this 
year as compared with the preceding year is not satisfactory. In order to partially offset 
the rice and millets deficits, compensatory additional wheat allotments from Overseas Imports 
have been made to the deficit areas. 

Thanks to the bumper rice harvest of 1943-44 and the measures for procurement and 
distribution undertaken by the Provincial and the Central Governments, the emergency 
conditions which called for a special measure of assistance for Bengal during 1944, have been 
brought under control. 

4. Basic Plan for Pulses. — Pulses have also been brought under controlled distribution, and 
a Basic Plan for pulses was formulated for the first time in May 1944. At the time of the 
formulation of the Plan, the supplying areas had offered about 292,000 tons oi pulses as 
against a declared deficit of about 470,000 tons. Since the issue of 'the Plan about 40,000 
tons additional pulses have been offered by the surplus areas. The Kharif Pulses Plan for 
1944-45 is now under formulation. 

O . — Price Control. 

After careful consideration of the recommendations of the Price Advisoiy Committee which 
met on the 17th August and again on the 9th October 1944 to consider Kharif Prices the 
’ Government of India came to the following, decisions : — 

(i) that the existing statutory maxima for rice, bajra and jowar in different Provinces 
(except the Eastern Region, viz.. Assam, Bengal, Bihar, Orissa and the Eastern States) should 
continue unchanged for the next Kharif Year; 

(ii) that no all-India maximum for maize should be announced; 

(iii) that the fixation of maximum prices for the rabi crops be postponed to the harvest 
time when fuller data about, the size of the crop would be available; 

(iv) in view of the numerous varieties and differences in duality in different n rodeoing 
.areas, it was considered impracticable to fix tho prices of pulses on an all-India basis. 
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Provinces and State have therefore, been approached through the Regional Pood Commis- 
sioners to see that prices are maintained at reasonable levels having regard to the prevailing 
prices of cereals in the areas concerned. 

The next meeting of the Price Advisory Committee will bo held on the' 23rd and 24th 
March 1945, to consider the levels at which prices of rabi grains should be fixed. 

2. Prices in the Eastern Region were considered, 'at a Conference convened by the Regional 
Food Commissioner, Eastern Region at Calcutta on the 9th November 1944, attended by 
representatives of the various units of the Region. The following conclusions were arrived at : 

(i) that the statutory maximum price of rice in Bihar, Orissa and Eastern States he 
reduced as under : 





From 


To 


Bihar 



Rs. a. 

P-' 

Rs. 

a. 

P- 

Rice (medium) • , '. 

. 

, 

12 0 

0 

- 11 

0 

0 

(coarse) . . • 

. 

. 

11 0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

Orissa 








Rice (common) 

. 

. 

.9 0 

0 

7 

12 

0 

(fine) .... 

Eastern States 


A 

10 0 
to 

11 0 

:} 

9 

12 

0 

Rice (hand pounded coarse) . 


. 

10 8 

0 

10 

0 

0 

(milled coarse) 

. 

. 

- ‘ 11 8 

0 

11 

.0 

0 

(milled medium) . 

. 

. . 

12 0 

0 

11 

8 

0 


(ii) that statutory maximum prices in Bengal should continue unchanged till fuller infor- 
mation about the new crop was available. 

The Government of India approved the recommendations of the Conference. 

In Bihar the statutory maximum price of rice was further reduced with effect from tie 
16th January 1945 as below : ■ ‘ 

Rice (medium) — Rs. 10-0-0. 

• Rice (coatse) — Rs. 9-0-0. 


(iii) Small reduction in rice and paddy prices proposed by the, Assam Government were 
also approved. 

3. From the trend in prices at the close of 1944, it was felt that it might, before long, be 
necessary, for the Government of India to implement tlieir undertaking to buy all wheat, 
jowar and bajra ..offered in the assembling markets in the main producing areas at Rs. 7-8-0, 
Rs. 6-0-0 and Rs. 5-8-0 per maund respectively. Instructions were, therefore, issued to the 
Provincial Governments concerned regarding the procedure to he followed in implementing 
this guarantee. Similar instructions were issued to the States also to implement the under- 
taking to buy jowar and bajra at Rs. 5-0-0 and Rs. 5-8-0 per maund respectively. 

4. In the course of the Food Debate in the Assembly at its last session, the question 
of subsidy was raised by several members and the representatives of the Food Department 
stated in reply that this question was under tile active examination of the Department and 
.that, it may have to be referred to an Inter-Departmental Committee for report. The 
below . parfcment ' ' la3 ' therefore, decided to Set up an Inter-Departmental Committee as 

Chairman. Sir Theodore Gregory, Economic Adviser to the Government of India.' 

Members . — 

(1) Sir Pheroze Kharegat, E. H. & L. OeDartment. 

(2) Mr. Narahari Rao, Finance Department. / 

(3) Mr. D. S. Joshi, Labour Department. 

(4) Dr. V. . R. -V. Rao, Food Department. 

The terms of reference are as below : 


subsidv tfiTiv financial, administrative and social, the principle of 

Subsidy m the matter of both distribution and production of foodgrains and other foodstuffs 
whether with a new to bringing down the cost of living or raising the standard of livinr 
or aiding in the solution of the price problem in agriculture, and to^ake .r^miendaLnr^ 

(A) Progress of Rationing. D ’ Iiatl ° mn 3- ' 

sbortly'^rationed fo7 food ^Tlnd^ iT* °? ^ rationod *> * 

million people. Thus rationine has been extended to nearl^Tfi 3 f atl ° n ap P™ x l m:itel y 50 
was presented in November 1944. 0 near - towns since the last report 

% Madras W TJTlf ^ f e ':? Io P m «nts dnring this period are 
Wynad, for the rationing of wliichTfo^liavT afoeTdy bee^ tltem ^ th ® Talnks cxcept - 
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(ii\ Rationing was introduced in Peshawar on 22nd October 1944, and is reported to be 
working smoothly. Some local papers have suggested its extension to other towns. 

. (iii) In the Punjab it has been decided to introduce rationing in Simla. 

(B) Nutrition and use of substitute Grains for Nice. ' - * ( 

Governments in tiie southern parts of the country are doing their best to popularise the 
so-called ‘coarse grains’ in the peoples’ diet in order to make it more balanced and not one 
which almost entirely consists of carbohydrates in. rice. ■ , . 

The Cochin State have started a scheme under which free meals consisting chiefly of bajra 
preparations are served to school children suffering from mal-nutrition. The Cochin State 
have also organised the development of subsidised civic restaurants where meals made out ot 
unfamiliar grains like' wheat and millets are served at cheap rates. The Travancore State is 
subsidising the sale of wheat to the extent of Rs. 16 lacs per annum. _ The Madras Govern- 
ment have declared wheat as a rationed article in almost all the rationed areas and have 
-arranged free cooking demonstrations at -different child welfare centres in Madras City. In 
C. & M. Station Bangalore, the prices of foodgrains are subsidised to bring them in level with 
the prices in Bangalore City. In Bombay the prices of Sort II rice and millets are subsidised. 

In order to secure expert advice on nutrition, some of the Rrovincial and State Govern- 
ments have enlisted Nutrition specialists while others are making^ use of experts already avail- 
able in those areas. . • 

Irt view of the growing importance of Nutrition.it has been decided to present in simple 
language the application of scientific research in all' matters connected with protective foous by 
bringing out a monthly bulletin entitled “NUTRITION”. The first issue is already out and 
has been widely distributed. A ‘Note on Pood and Nutrition Policy in India’ by Dr. 
Aykroyd has been published and circulated. The brochure entitled ‘Feeding the Worker- 
Canteens in Industry’ contains a lot of information on nutrition, v diet sheets, menus of 
Indian dishes, etc. 


E . — Storage 

There is and always has been in India, considerable waste of food owing to inefficient 
storage. It is now more than ever necessary to prevent this waste ; and because governments 
have had to intervene and take over from the trade the, responsibility for the procurement 
and distribution of food on a vast scale, .their attention has been directed, on the initiative 
of the Central Government, to improving methods of storage and inspection. In the Food 
Department the nucleus of a Storage Directorate has been set up, whoso officers have toured 
in most parts of India, and have been able to give technical advice on various aspects of the 
problem. The Directorate is being expanded : a programme has been drawn up for the 
construction -of new storage godowns or the improvement of existing godowns, both to contain 
grain imported from overseas and grain procured in surplus areas and waiting transport to 
deficit areas. In the latter case the Government of India propose to share the cost of new 
construction with local governments. 


E . — Sugar and Salt 

Sugar . — The total production of sugar in the last season ending on the 30th November, 
1944, amounted" to 12,24,106 tons, out of which 93-5 per cent, has moved upto the 15th 
January, 1945, and the balance is with the factories which is also being moved during the 
current year. The production during the first six weeks of current season upto 15th 
January 1945, amounted to 2,75,641 tons out of which 43,380 tons, i.e., 15-7 per cent, has 
moved- 

The final position regarding pfoduction will not be known until the end of March. In 
the meantime, a provisional allotment of sugar (including Khandsari) amounting to 9,58,100 
tons to various Provinces and States for the year 1944-45, has been made on the basis of a 
production of one million tons. 

Out of the proceeds of the Temporary Excise Duty on sugar levied under the Ordinances 
issued in 1943 and 1944 — about Rs. 60 lakhs realised in 1913-44, and 1 crore and 35 lakhs 
estimated for the year 1914-45 — a sum of Rs. 50 lakhs has been kept in reserve to compensate 
the sugar factories in case sugar prices are lowered. The balance of tbe fund has been 
placed at the disposal _of the Indian Central Sugarcane Committee who are being asked to 
draw up a five-year plan of development of Sugar Industry and submit it to the Government 
of India for approval before putting it into operation, i 


With a view to secure maximum sugar production during the current season and to en- 
courage maintenance of adequate area under cane cultivation for the next season, the Central 
Government have agreed with the proposal of the United Provinces and Bihar Governments 
to drop the compulsory deduction for deferred payment from cane price and to pay full 
cane price in cash to the producers. 

Our . — It has been decided to allow exports through Indian traders of 5,000 and 3,500" tons 
of gur to Iran and Ceylon respectively during the year 1944-45. 


G . — Procurement 

The Report of the Special Officer deputed to survey the various Government monopoly 
schemes already operating was considered at the Fifth .All-India Food Conference held on the 
29th January to 2nd February. The resolution passed by the Conference on the subject is 
attached. 
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H . — Exports and Imports . J 

Tho Government of India, after consultation with 'His Majesty’s Government and with 
the approval of the Standing Advisory Committee 0 f the Central Legislature decided to permit 
tho export of 500 tons of foodgrains to the Hedjaz as a free gift from Indian Muslima far 
relief of distress. 

Out of 1,100,000 tons of foodgrains promised by His Majesty’s Government for the period 
October' 1943, to December 1944, 904,724 tons have already been xeceived and the balance i» 
on the way. Allocations for the first quarter bf. 1945 and the Rabi year 1945-46 are under 
■consideration. 

. I .—Foodgrains Oontrol Order 

In view of the decisions already reported to the Legislature that the Provincial Govern- 
ments should frame their own Foodgrains Control Orders in the light of their own require- 
ments and to suit local conditions but. based on the existing Order, the Foodgrains Control 
Order, 1942, has with the concurrence of the Government of India, ceased to’ be in force in 
N.-W. F. P., Baluchistan, the Punjab, Assam, Madras and Coorg, where local orders have 
come into force simultaneously. 


J . — Dehydrated Potatoes and Onions ' 

fa fhcforfes have fieerr sinVcrW from the existing .factories in fncffa to be remodelled far 
the production of dehydrated potatoes and onions for supply to the Defence Services during 
1945. Two of the factories selected are G'overniaent factories operated by the U. P. Govern- 
ment. The remaining 17 factories are operate*} by contractors, with .whom contracts have 
been negotiated in quantities appropriate to keep them working for seven months in the year , 1 
-on the produce of Government growing schem es and surplus arens. Care was -taken that 
these factories do not draw on -supplies, essential for civilian consumption. 

The remodelling has already been completed in three of the nineteen factories and the. 
majority .of them will come into production dating this month. 


K.—Dehydrated Meat. 

At present tlm following six meat dehydration factories with a total 
.day are working : — 


capacity of 5 tons per 


1 . Nbws'i'-ra 

2. Poona 

3. Patna 

4. Madras 

5. Agra . 

6. Delhi . 


1 ton per day. 
1 ton per day. 
1 ton per day. 
1 ton por day. 
4 ton per.day- 
4 ton per day. 


About four tons of dehydrated meat is being produced daily at these factories. . Another 
factory at Anantapur is under construction. 

Construction of two factories (one at Ranipet, and the other at Amritsar)^ with one ton per 
■day capacity, each for the manufacture of pre-cooked dehydrated minned mutton and meaty 
respectively has been, taken in hand. Plant and machinery for these factories ordered from 
■the United Kingdom is expected to arrive in ti}j B country shortly. 


, L . — Fruit Canning Factory, Nasarpur 

Tho canning plant has been in production during this fruit season. In spite of the fact, 
fhat the factory was newly opened and the adverse weather condition reduced the quantity 
and quality of fruit, the factory was able to produce about 40 tons of canned pears and 
•46 tonB of plums. 

We are now arranging to_ produce 1,350 to ns 0 f ca nned fruit and GOO tons of canned 
■tomatoes, from this plant during 1945. 


and 


Experiments are also being made, to establish whether canned potatoes can also be produced, 
1 if the results are satisfactory, further progress in this line will be mode. 


Deputation of Dr. B. O. <f uha md Mr M L Kh(mna 


f " te " >" 

— q Dr - ®- C - Guha, D Sc Ph.D., Chief Technical Adviser and Mr.' M. L. Khanna, 
B.Sc. (Engr. ), Technical Adviser have been se ht on deputation to the United Kingdom for 
a period of three months to investigate modern methods of food technology with special 

freeze-process, as ft fs consfderel that, their oxww v P / dehydration and qmek 

-value to India on their return. .perience m this line would be of considerable 



35 

i N, — Establishment of Headquarters Laboratory of the Department of Food 

It has been recognised for sometime past that it is essential /to have a headquarters Labora- 
tory of the Department of Food, /where particular samples could be kept and reconstruction 
and storage tests could be performed under the direct supervision of the Technical staff. A 
Laboratory has consequently been set up and 'is working under the direct supervision of the 
Ohief Technical Adviser who is assisted in his work by a Technical Adviser (Research! and 
two Chemists. 

' / 

0 . — Establishment of a Technical Panel in the Department of Food 
' It has been felt that in the various industries engaged on the production of processed 
foodstuffs for the Defence Services, a .stage has now been reached when technical advice on 
the highest level should be readily and constantly available for current improvement and 
future development of the undertakings. This advice should comprehend not merely scientific 
but also nutritional, hygienic and agricultural aspects. It is accordingly considered necessary 
to establish a group of scientists as a technical panel to whom problems of improvement 
an< I development can be referred by the Chief Technical Adviser as and when he thinko 
collaborated opinion necessary. Action regarding the establishment of the Technical panel 
with Sir S. S. Bhatnagar as Chairman, eleven scientists as members and the. Chief Technical 
Adviser as Secretary, is in train. 

Throughout, the aim has been to improve the quality of processed foodstuffs, so that 
they satisfy more completely the requirements of Defence at present and the possible require- 
ments of the civilian market when the Defence demand should he reduced in the future. 

The possibility of .establishing a factory manufacturing 3,000 tons of food yeast is being 
examined. An Engineer with technical qualifications has been placed on special duty to 
report within three months on the prospects of' the proposed factory. 


P . — Vanaspati Industry ' 

-^ n Inter-departmental Conference was held in September to discuss the future of the 
Industry and the possibilities of expansion. It was provisionally agreed that in order to 
meet the increasing demand the Industry should be rendered all the necessary assistance to 
increase its capacity by about 100,000 tons. 85 applications for assistance to import the 
required machinery from the existing as well as new parties have been received. 

IJ J 12 . 2 been decided to control the Vanaspati Industry on the same lines as' Sugar, and 
an Advisory Committee consisting of the representatives of the industry has been elected. 
Ihe Government of India have also decided to assist iq the expansion and maintenance of the 
■Uil Crushing Industry and to assist in the import of oil Expellers. 

Q . — Command Co-ordination Committees for Foodstxcffs 
. Ibe result of representations from certain Provincial Governments, the Government 
° i the 'Y® 1 ' H e P ar I ment requested all Provincial Governments and Administrations 

. 15th February 1944, to set up Purchase Co-ordination Committees for each Army Command 
for purposes of eliminating -uncontrolled and nnco-ordinated purchases of such items as fresh 
meat, fish, vegetables fowls, eggs, etc., for civilian as well as military consumption. 

These Co-ordination Committees were required to Consider the quality, quantity, price and 
sources of supplies with the main objects of — 

(a) checking price, inflation and competitive buying, 

(b) determining the sources of supply which should be tapped, 

(c) regulating consumption of supplies in such a manner as : (5) to protect animal breeding 
stocks, cows m milk and working bullocks used for agricultural and transport purposes and 
(li) to avoid depletion of seed requirements; and 

(d) taking suitable action to make good the deficit in supply. 

Co-ordination Committees have been set up in all Commands with ancillary Sub-Committees 
in certain areas. 

A Central Committee has also been constituted at Mew Delhi to co-ordinate the activities 
° f the 6 ChltaLn amimUeeS m the Commands _of which the Secretary of the War .Department 

The following indicates briefly the work and achievements of these bodies to date with 
particular reference to the four objects mentioned above. 

On the military side, Deputy Assistant Directors of Local Purchase in all Commands, are 
now required to work in close contact with the civil authorities in regard to securing accurate 
information about the economic availabilities ra their Districts Each D A' D L P is 
also the sole authority for placing contracts for the military. The Food Department’s con- 
tracts for goats; sheep and vegetables for dehydration factories will be concluded in consulta- 
D°V T Ds L° p Cha,rman < ° f the Fo-ordination Committee acting on information from 

'The Committees have been emphasizing the need for surveys of resources The U P 
and Madras Governments have taken measures to achieve this and it is expected that good 

ss at ‘vt 
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' The formation of these Committees has given an impetus to the execution of production 
plana undertaken by the. Military as well as . the Provincial Governments. The Central 
Command Plan includes the setting up of 15 mass production poultry farm? esfiimtrd 
produce 3J,- lakhs of table birds a year. Two egg production' farms have !■■> a pkim a 
will produce one lakh eggs a year; in addition, there are about 50 military urn! i l;':-. !y 
produce another five lakhs eggs a year. It is proposed to set up 17 pora luo-n:- 1 ! 
estimated to produce eight lakh lbs. of pork a year. Fresh vegetgbh - j.v '.rum ■ y>.f*Q 
mannds were handed over by military units to the R.I.A.S.C. during - i: 1 - ,■> inon; !(.•; M' 
to May 1944. A vegetable farm of 500 acres is being established near Delhi. Similar prt?. 1 
duction schemes have been put into operation in other units. ‘ . 

The deliberations of these Committees have also led to the Army doing its best to 
supplement local supplies by imports. frozen meat., tinned fish and dehydrated meat, 

and vegetables. These measures are calculated to release more meat and vegetables' for 
civilian consumption. 


R. — Fifth All-India Food, Confcrtnct 

The fifth All-India Food Conference was held in Now Delhi on the 29lh January toi • 
2nd February. It was attended by official representatives of the Provincial and State Gov-* 1 
ernments. Problems relating to monopoly procurement, rationing, nutrition, production and 
distribution of fresh foods, movement and the Grow More Food Campaign were discussed. \ 
Copies of the resolutions passed by the Conference on these subjects are attached. I 

DEPARTMENT OF FOOD • ' ^ ' 

Resolutions passed at the Fifth All-India Food Conference on subjects relating to Food 
Department. - 

j. I. (Procurement) 

It is recommended that : 

The results so far obtained in the working of monopoly procurement systems justify 
their further study, and their development so far as the circumstances of each Province and 
State permit. ■ . - 

" "Where monopoly procurement is in operation in respect of any particular G ' ■ n:n. ■“ t 

should, in the interest of producers, accept nil such grain as is offered, sulijv 1 < on me a- 
tions of quality. Acceptance should be at notified centres, at the appropriate stages of the 
marketing process, and at prices fixed in accordance with the all-India policy after consulta- 
tion. wherever necessary, with the Central Government. ' ' 

The development- of monopoly procurement should be in the direction of the acqiusiuo.j , 
by Government of grain offered for sale voluntarily. Nevertheless, in those areas wlietv 
it is deemed advisable," monopoly procurement may be extended by : 

(1) a compulsory levy and tile acquisition, in addition, .of any balance that any producer 
may desire to sell, ; . . . ' 

or (2) assessment of the .surpluses of individual producers and the compulsory- acquisition 
of such surpluses. 

The -Conference in making this recommendation recognises that the financial consequences - 
of implementing the policy may necessitate assistance to the Provinces by the Central Gov- 
ernment. 

II. ( Ifationing ) 

It is resolved that : • - x 

The present burden of an over-all deficiency of foodgrains should be shared evenly- by' all. 
parts of the country. With that object in view all Governments accept the following 
principles : — - . ' • 

(i) Full urban rationing should he introduced and extended in accordance with Recoin- ' 

mendntion 46 of the Foodgrains Policy Committee. ; ' 

(ii) Until all deficit areas can he ensured sufficient supplies to enable them to sustain 
a basic ration of 1 lb. of cereals per adult per day, tlie size of the basic ration-in any ' 
area should not exceed that quantity. 

(iii) Extra provision should be made jor heavy manual workers by means of a supple- 
mentary ration and in the form of cooked foods through -industrial canteens. 

(iv) In all rationing schemes the definition of a child should be from the date of birth U 

the age of 8. - • , 1 

III. (Nutrition) 

It is resolved that : 

-.(1) It is essential to improve the diet of the . people, and to this end all Government 
will undertake an examination of diets in their area, to determine in what respects they are 
defective and how the defects can host be made good. They will examine especially measured 
required to provide sufficient milk and other protective foods to the vulnerable section of the 
community. 


(2) The introduction and popularisation of foodstuffs which should be added to the diet, 
.or must ho substituted for those in short supply,- require persistent publicity and active 
unaccnstomed^foods^ 111 " nrran 5 emenf " s tor practical demonstrations of the preparation of 

Pro ( lSl%t^admi„Tst d rtioL CXP " rt ™ trHi ° nal ad ™ e . aiding the policy, of Central and 

__ of labour should be given every encouragement- bv governments lo 

pi ovule canteens for the supply of wholesome cooked food to their labour. * ■ S 
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, IV. ( Fresh foods and other necessary Commodities) 

It is resolved that: — _ 

1. All Governments should furnish by the 1st of May, 1945, .to the Government of India, 
and to .the appropriate command Co-ordination Committees, in respect of eggs, poultry, 
fish, milch cattle, milk and milk products, goats, sheep, livestock, potatoes, seed potatoes, 
fresh vegetables, fresh fruit, cooking oil and oil seeds, oil cake, fuel (wood and charcoal), 
the best possible estimate of : — 

(i) Local .production, 

(ii) Target for increased local production attainable in 12 months. 

(iii) Local requirements (a) Civil: (b) Military (including dehydrating factories). 
y (iv) Import requirements, 

(v) Normal sources of supply, 

(vi) Export surpluses, 

(vii) Normal export markets, 

- (viii) Prices at main consuming and producing centres. 

2. All Governments should also specify requirements, the present lack of which anecti 
(a) production, (b) distribution of commodities referred to in (i), including minimum desirabll 
provision of such requirements, (a) in the next 12 months, (b) in the next 3 years. 

3. All Governments will examine the possibility of forming organised bodies, of (a) pro 
ducers, (b) traders, in respect of the commodities in (1). with a view to employing them ai 
agents for planned and controlled procurement and distribution. 

4. - The Government of India, on receipt of the information to be supplied under (1). above, 
will examine how best they can afford_ all possible assistance to governments to increase 
production, ensure supplies and control distribution of any of these commodities. 

V. (Movement) 

It is resolved that : 

(1) The movement of foodgrains ought to proceed smoothly so far as possible throughout 
the year. To this end the Central Government undertake, in respect of grains subject to 
the Basic Plan, to plan a constant movement throughout the year, so that the transport 
authorities may programme a regular supply of wagons. Provincial and State Governments 
for their part undertake, to the best of tlieir ability in the case of surplus areas, to see 
that 'procurement keeps pace with the transport available and to provide storage for the 
balance ; and, in the case of receiving areas, to send despatch instructions and make arrange- 
ments for inspection, so that the programme can he punctually observed. 

(2) In the case of other foodgrains the Central Government should undertake : — 

(a) To prepare a similar movement programme, with the same priorities as for foodgrains 
in (1) above to supply deficiencies declared bv Governments out of surpluses declared by 

' Governments. 

(b) To co-ordinate the disposal of all other surpluses by means of authorised and assisted 
trade movements. 


Resolution* passed at the 5th All-India Food Conference on subjects relating to E. H. & h. 

Dejjarlment 

Resolution '-No. I. 1 

It is resolved that : ' ....... . 

The campaign for growing more food should be continued with undimimshed vigour in 

all areas, both surplus and deficit. 

Resolution No. II. ' 

Steps should be taken to ensure a market (or have an assured market) lor food grains at 
fair prices wherever this is necessary to safeguard the interests of cultivator and ensure the 
success of the grow more food campaign. This may. be done by the establishment of an 
adequate number of purchasing centres for the buying of the foodgrains offered at such 
centres at the prices fixed or otherwise. __ 

Resolution No. III. 

It is resolved that : - . , , 

Special attention should be paid to increasing the pioduction of protective foods such as 
.vegetables and fruits, milk, eggs and fish and for tliis-purpose Provinces and States should 

consider the desirability of:— , , „„„ 

(1) encouraging the growing of vegetables in school gardens and villages loi lo ai con- 

12) appointing a Milk Development Officer in order to increase . milk production in each 
province and, major State and taking steps to produce and provide adequate fodder and 

C ° n f3) n setting up (a) large dairy faims or encouraging their establishment by private mdivi- 
*-duaD or organisations in suitable areas by the grant of land and subsidies, (hi making proper 
arrangements for the salvage of dry city cows, and (c) regulating the inter-provincial move- 
ments of cattle from one area to another by suitable quotas to be arrived at regionally or 
centrally in consultation with the provinces and states concerned; , , .... . 

(4) Setting up poultry farms at suitable centres for the supply of cockerels to villages and 
providing them with incubators, and wire fencing and other facilities : 

P (5) encouraging (a) fish culture, (b) stocking of tanks with finger-lings, (c) supplying the 
requirements of fishermen in respect of fisliimr tackle and fd) providing trawlers, launches, 
ice and cold storage facilities for developing deep sea fishing. 
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Resolution No. IV. 

It is lesolved that : , , . - 

(a) the production of groundnuts in lieu of non-food crops should bo encouraged m area* 

where suitable; , , , , , 

(b) Inter-provincial movements of vegetable oils should be regulated by suitable quotas to 
bo arrived at regionally or centrally in consultation with the provinces and states concerned; , 

(c) exports from India should as far as possible bo in the form of oil rather than that of 
oil seeds, and for this purpose additional crushing plant Bhould be set up for crushing th». 
whole, of the oil seeds produced. 


Resolution No. V. 

It is resolved that: . , - . , . „ .... 

Each province and major state should consider the desirability of appointing a fertiliser 
Controller to conserve and promote its manurial resources by encouraging composting, extend- 
ing the practice of green manuring, utilisation of bones and arranging for the equitable dis- 
tribution at controlled prices of fertilisers, of the town waste agd oilcakes produced in the 
area concerned bearing m mind the needs of cattle for concentrates. 

Inter-provincial movements should be regulated by suitable quotaB to Tie arrived at region- 
ally or centrally in consultation with the provinces and states concerned. 

Resolution No. VI. ' , 

It is resolved that : 

(a) Facilities should be provided by the Central Government, where necessary, for _.tho 

supply of / 

(i) building materials 'for seed and manure depots, 

(ii) iron and steel for agricultural implements, 

, (iii) tractors, and connected machinery, , - 

(iv) pumps and other machinery required 'for minor and emergency irrigation drainage 
and bunding works, 

(v) diesel oil, petrol, etc., needed for working such machinery and other requirements of 

rice mills. ' s ' 

(vi) cold stores, 

(vii) the transport needed for seed, manures, etc. 

(b) Inter-provincial movements of seed potatoes, should be regulated by suitable quotas 
to be arrived at regionally or centrally in consultation with the provinces and state* 
concerned. 


Resolution No. VII. 

It is resolved that : - ) 

(a) Provincial and State Governments should supply the Government of India so far -as is 

possible with their programme" r — * be production of foods during the next two 

years, stating the figures of • ■ that they expect will result-. 

The Government of India will assess the nutritional needs of the country and consult 
with provinces how any gap between the needs and the programmed production can be reduced. 

(b) The programme of facilities to be provided in the shape of seeds, manures, depots for 
seeds, manures and implements, irrigation works, drainage works, bunds, etc., to complete 
the programme should be worked out by the Governments concerned and schemes prepared 
to try and provide the same in so. far as local resources ns supplemented by the Centre permit. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I have answers to the specific questions that I 
have put? One 'thing that I want to know is whether procurement and distri- 
bution of foodgrnins is in the hands of the Central Government or whether these 
powers have been delegated to the provinces? 

. The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad "Srivastava: I have already given the 
answer in part (c). I have said that there is' no central machinery for procure- 
ment and distribution of foodgrains in Sind. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Is it not a fact that there are inspectors and officers 
appointed by the Central Government to supervise the work of procurement and. 
distribution of foot! grains in Sind? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: No, Sir. We have ho 
Inspectors. * * 


Mr. Govmd V. Deshmukh: Is the Sind Pood Purchase Board different in^ 
character as in name from the Syndicate? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Yes, Sir. . That is another 
organisation. - - * 

Mr. G-ovind V. Deshmukh: Non-offieial or official in character? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Non-official, I believe. 

Mr. G-ovind V. Deshmukh: You are not sure? 


• \ 
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Tlie Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: So I believe. I cannot say 
definitely, but it is non-official. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Next question. 

Ban on Bombay Sikhs for running free Kitchen on Guru Gobind Singh’s 
. _ Birthday Anniversary 

45. ♦Sardar Man gal Singh: Will the Honourable the Food Member pleas& 
state : 

(a) whether the Government have received a copy of the resolution passed! 
at the religious general gathering of Bombay 'Sikhs on Sunday, the 17th Decem- 
ber under the auspices of Sri Guru Singh Sabha, Bandra, Bombay; 

(b) whether it is a fact that a ban was imposed on running Guru ’s free kitchen 
even by contributing and pooling together individual ration quotas by Sikhs- 
• out of their domestic weekly rations; 

(c) whether it is also a fact that as a protest against this ban the Sikhs 
abandoned all preparations for celebrating Guru Gobind Singh’s birthday 
anniversary ; and 

(d) whether the Government will reconsider this question and instruct the 
Government of Bombay to permit the Sikhs in future on similar occasions to 
run Guru’s free kitchen by contributing their individual rations? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) No. 

- (b) Yes. 

(c) Government of India have no information. 

, (d) The general policy to be pursued is now under consideration. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I ask the Honourable Member to state whether he 
will take into confidence the Members of this House belonging to the Sikh 
community who will throw greater light on this question than his office? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I have no objection but this 
matter applies not only to the Sikhs but to all communities. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Will you take into consideration other communities also 
when, you decide about them? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: The matter will go before the 
Central Advisory Committee. 

"" Prof. N. G. Ranga: Was this ban imposed in the interests of the general 
public ? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: The position has,, not been' 
correctly understood. I might explain that the permission to distribute eatables 
to 50' or more persons would have involved the relaxation of the existing order 
banning distribution of eatables to more than 50 people at one party, whether 
R is religious or otherwise. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I ask the Honourable Member if it is a fact that 
during last November, when the same question w r as raised before him about 
supplying food to the congregations here at Delhi he consulted the Sikh members 
and he learnt a great deal which he- did not know about the Sikh religion at that 
time and then he sanctioned the quota? 

Paucity of Muslims in Food Department 

■{•47. *Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon: (a) Will the Honourable the Food Mem- 
ber be pleased to state whether it is a fact that Food Department mostly consists 
of non-Muslims? 

(b) if the answer to (a) above is in the affirmative, will GoA'ernment bring 
Muslims in the Department to maintain the ratio of services? 

(c) , Is it a fact that there is only one Muslim Officer in this Department and 
that there are three or even more than three non-Muslim Officers in the Depart- 
ment? 


+Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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(d) If the answer to (c) above is in the affirmative, are Government prepared 
to vacate some more posts for Muslim Officers? 

(e) Is it a fact that some Muslims are driven out of the job due to no faults 

of theirs and that they are denied promotions and that these jobs have gone to 
non-Muslims? ‘ 

(f) If the above are true facts, are Government prepared to enquire into the 

matter, and to place the Establishment Portfolio under some reliable Muslim 
Officer? *■ 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) 22'6 per cent, of the staff 
are Muslims. * ’ ' - 

(b) Every endeavour will be made to do so in tbe future as in the past. 

(o) No. 

(d) Does 'not arise. 

(e) No. 

' (f) Does not arise. 


Food Situation in Bengal, Malabar, etc. 

51. *Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: Will the Honourable the Food 
Member please state: 

(a) the latest food situation in Bengal, Malabar, Cochin, TravaUcore and 
Yieagapatam; 

(b) the ration of rice rationed in Cochin now ns against 51 ounces which he 
mentioned in the last session; and 

(c) whether rice has been imported to strengthen our resources in the last 
three months; if so, how much? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastavar (a) A statement is laid on 
the table of the House. 

(b) 8 ozs. per adult per day; but the ration is going to be raised to 12 ozs. 
per adult per day very shortly. 

. ( c ) K Honourable Member is referring to imports of rice into India, the 

answer is in the negative. 


Statement showing fhc latest- food situation in Bengal, Malabar, Cochin TiaiancOrc and 

Vizagapatam. 

Bengal.— Alter a record Aman rrop last year Bengal had a normal crop this year. The 
procurement policy ^of the Bengal Government has lieen very successful and the Bengal Gov- 
ernment have started -the new year with large stocks in hand. Brices showed a steady and 
m some cases a very marked fall till the end of October, but have hardened to some extent 
during the last two months. 

Vn! 14 r f the ar , riv ? 1 nf sppcial biotas from the Punjab and Sind, the 
a ? Malabar has greatly improved. Under the scheme of district-wide ration- 

TraZnco J I rTrr, ' ra ^ 0n( 4. . Th . e «»>d is 12-4 ozs. per adult per day. 

lmvan c<>rc & Cochin.— The food position m the two States is fairly satisfactory They 
haye stocks of wheat sufficient to last until the end of April. Trnvancore lias Wit un a 

Of voluntary rationing has been inUoducll throW out the district^ A JrTZV 
per adult per day is issued in addition to other g^ which nr” not fahoned 

Mr. T.t S. Avinashilingam Chettiar* May T Wn™ , n 

has" recently impSyei” omfderably,”! uSS. The 5it "" Ho '‘ *” 

pJSZ JL'taJSSS,®"* ** rrti °“ ”’ l0 ' r " 1 ** <*• ™>1 erens of Vic- 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava"* 
per adult per day in addition to other grains. 


with tho 
A svstero 
of 8 ozs. 


The rice ration todav is 8 oz. 
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- Mr. T, S, Avinashilingam Chettiar: With reference to part (b), did the Hon- 
_ curable Member say that it would be increased to 12 oz. ? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Yes, in Cochin. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar: May I know whether in addition to this 
12 oz. of rice what other grains are given and how much are they given? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I would like to have notice 
of that question. I have the information somewhere, but I cannot give it off- 
hand. - - 

Prof. N. G. .Hang a: With reference to the Honourable Member’s admission 
that in addition to other grains a ration of 8 oz. is being allowed, does he mean 
to say that the other grains are being Supplied by Government or are the rural 
population expected to shift for themselves in obtaining whatever they can 
from black markets and otherwise? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I understand that the system 
of voluntary rationing has been introduced in the district. My Honourable 
friend knows the details better than I do probably. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: The system of voluntary rationing only embraces the 
supply of 8 oz. of rice and not the supply of other grains. 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: It may be. 

' s 

Prof. 11. G. Ranga: In that ease, will the Government- consider the advisa- 
bility of procuring other grains also and rationing and distributing all the other 
grains so that poor people may get their proper share without having to resort 
to the black market? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I will look into the matter 
further. 

Mr. H. A. Sathar H. Essak Sait: Is the statement too long to be read out? 
After all" this is very important and we would like to know whatr the statement 
contains. 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: It is rather long and it will 
take up much of the time of the House. I have no objection to read it out. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next question. 

Inadequacy .of Foodgrains in North-West Frontier Province 

53. ’’'Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: Will the Honourable the Food Member please 
state: 

(a) whether representations have been made by the Government of the North- 
West Frontier Province about the inadequacy of foodgrains in the Province; 

(b) fff so, the nature of those representations; 

(c) whether the Government of the North-West Frontier Province have 
urged the removal of restrictions on the movement of foodgrains from the Punjab 
into the North-West Frontier Province; 

(d) whether the Hazara and Dera Ismail Khan Districts of the North-AVest 
Frontier Province suffer from shortage of foodgrains; 

(e) whether foodgrains are exported from the North-West Frontier Province 
to the tribal areas; and 

(f) the action taken by, the Government of India to meet this scarcity, and 
whether the same has met the situation? - 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) They referred to a shortage of wheat and maize in the N.-W. F. P. and 
asked for assistance. 

(c) Yes. 

(dj They are usually deficit in the main foodgrains. 

' (e) Yes. 
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(f) The -Government of India allotted 7,000 tons of maize to the N.-W. F. F. 
ju 1944, and the wheat quota was raised from 23,000 tons to 36,000 tons as 
against the normal import of 28,000 tons. Supplies of wheat to Peshawar City 
were guaranteed from October to May to enable rationing to be introduced. 
Deliveries ~of wheat and maize were expedited. These measures restored the 
situation which is now reported to be satisfactory. « 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: Is the Honourable Member aware of the very serious, 
situation in Dera Ismail Khan where grain shops were closed and women have 
had to return empty handed? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I have no report about it. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: Is the Honourable Member aware that the wheat sup- 
plied contains an admixture of stones and other stuff quite unfit for human 
consumption? I have. got sample with me which I can show the Honourable 
Member, if he likes. 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I am not aware of it. But if 
my Honourable friend will report any particular case to me, I will get it enquired 
into. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: May I know if it is a fact that the contractor engaged 
for grinding the wheat is interested in seeing that only atta is supplied and 
therefore bad wheat is being supplied intentionally ? This is the report which 
I have received. . 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I shall make a note of the 
information supplied by my Honourable friend. 

Report of Woomiead Commission on Bengal Famine 

54. *Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: Will the Honourable the Food Member please' 
state: 

(a) whether any report or recommendation has been made to the Govern- 
ment of India by the Woodhead Commission on the Bengal famine; 

(b) if so, when the above was submitted, wheber the same will be published, 
and the nature of the recommendations made therein; and 

(c) whether lie can give any idea as to when the other part or parts of the- 
Commission’s Report will be made public? 

The Honourable Sir 'Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) and (b). Certain recom- 
mendations have been made by the Commission on matters within their terms 
of reference which they considered it advisable to make in , advance of their 
report. I regret that I am not prepared, at this stage, to disclose their nature 
more precisely nor to give any indication regarding publication. 

(e) No, Sir,\bub the Commission hope to submit their Report on Bengal by 
the end of February' and their final Report about two months later. 

Mr! Abdul Qaiyum: Will an Opportunity' be given to this House to discuss 
the report of this Commission? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I am unable to say at the 
moment. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Is the Honourable Member in a position to 
give any idea about the probable time when this report is likely to be made? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I have already answered that. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: I understood the Honourable Member to say 
that some portion of the report will he made in two months, when is the whole 
report expected? 

The Honourable, Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I have given my T reply in 
answer to part (c). The final report is expected two months later, that is to 
say, two months after February. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Do I take it there has been an interim report 
making certain recommendations? 
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The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I had better read again my* 
reply to part (e): ' 

“No, Sir: but the Commission hope to submit their report on Bengal by the-- 
end of February and their final report about two months later.’’ 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury: What is the difference between the report to* 
be submitted by the end of February and the final' report to be submitted later on?" 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: The first report will be on* 
Bengal and the final report will cover the entire country. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: Will the Honourable Member give an opportunity to* 
this House to discuss the food situation, especially in view of the discussione- 
and the recommendations made at the recent Food conference at which only 
officials were present? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I thought the Assembly was* 
rather tired of food debates. 

Prof.. N. G. Ranga: May I inform the Honourable Member that the Assembly 
is taking a very keen interest in the food situation and it would therefore like to* 
have an early opportunity to discuss this subject. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Next question. 

Rice and Atta deteriorated in Government Godowns 

58. *Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: Will the Honourable the Food Member be- 
pleased to state: 

(a) - the total quantity of rice and Atta and their value which has rottem 
and decomposed and thus became unfit for human consumption in different 
Government godowns during the year 1944; 

(b) whether the attention of the Honourable Member has been drawn to- 
the following Associated Press news which appeared in the Hindustan Standard 
on the 2nd and 11th December, 1944, respectively: — 

' (i) about 8,000 maunds of Atta valued at Rs. 80,000 is lying in a decomposed’ 
condition in the Government Godown at Kamalaghat in Munshiganj Sub-division, 
of the Dacca District; and 

(ii) about 850 maunds of Atta so long rotting in one of the Government 
godowns in Noakhali town and several thousand maunds of decomposed Atta- 
has similarly been rotting in the Government godowns at Chowmohani and other 
places ; and 

(c) how much money Government have spent since the formation of the- 
Food Department for building godowns and stores for storing foodgrains and-, 
what is the total capacity of -such stores? 

The -Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) and (c).' Information has- 
been called for from the Provincial Governments and will be laid on the table - 
of the House when received. 

(b). Yes." 

Distribution of Rice in Bihar Coalfields 

71. *Mr. K. C. Neogy: (a) Will the Honourable the Food Member be pleased 1 
to state what further information has been received in respect of my starred, 
question 413(c) and question 413(e) of the last November session of tha 
Assembly regarding the distribution of rice in Bihar coalfields ? 

(b) Is it a fact that although the Bihar Government has reduced the price- 

of rice and agreed to charge the wholesale controlled rate plus four annas per 
maund for other charges for rice, with effect from November, 1944, the Joint 
Pool Authority at Jharia is still continuing to charge members at the old rate in- 
spite of protests? " . 

(c) Will an official enquiry be made into this question and orders passed for; 

the refund of any excess amount charged from the different members of tha 
Pool ? ' 
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-(d) Is the Honourable Member aware of the fact that a large number of 
^nine-owners have protested against the present method of distribution of rice, 
in the Bihar coalfields, and this practice of charging higher rates than the 
-controlled rates, although _the Indian Mining Association Bice Administrator has 
extended the benefit of the reduced rate to ah its members? 

(e) Have the Government decided finally on the question of the method of 
'distribution of rice and foodgrains in the Bengal and Bibar coalfields through 
one Central organisation under Government supervision? 1 - 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) I understand that the 
'deposits received from' its members are utilised to finance the operations of the 
'POOLS’. The deposit in~eaeh ease is calculated on the basis of the monthly 
Tice requirements at Us. 15 per maund. 

In one ease a non-member was charged Be. 1 per md. extra for not mahing 
"the required deposit. 

(b) and (d). The Provincial Government has no information on this point. 

(c) The Provincial Government have received no request for such an enquiry. 

(e) From the administrative point of view the present method is the most 

convenient way of ensuring 100 per cent, supplies to Collieries and no change 
"is considered necessary. 

„ - Price Kates of Kice in Bengal Districts 

73. *Mr. K. O. PTeogy: (a) Will the Honourable the Food Member please 
Tefer to his statement to this House on November 8, 1944, on prices of rice in 
Bengal, and indicate if it is eorreet to assume that the rates quoted against 
-nertain districts relate to the headquarters of those districts and not necessarily 
to the interior? 

lb) Has his attention beep drawn to the Bengal Government notification 
regarding price of rice in the districts for the week ending November 1, 1944, 
■'published in the issue of the Calcutta Gazette of November 9, 1944? 

(c) If so, is the Honourable Member aware (i) that in some cases the prices 
-quoted by the Bengal Government for a corresponding period are not in con- 
formity with those furnished by him, (ii) that in Midnapur the price of rice 
per maund, according to the Honourable Member's statement, is only Bs. 10-10-0 
while the rate shown in the Bengal Government scheclule is somethin^ between 
Bs. 13-0-11 and Bs. 13-14-7, (iii) that as regards Baekerganj Bs. 10-8-0 per 
maund is the price stated whereas the Bengal Government’s quotation is 
Bs. 12-1-2, (iv) that about Dacca, similarly, the Honourable Member’s quota- 
tion is Bs. 9-8-0 or Bs. 10-0-0 per maund while the Provincial Government 
concerned gives it.as Bs. 10-7-10 at headquarters and even Bs. 11-0-7 at two' of 
its sub-divisions, Narayanganj and Munskiganj, (v) that for Tippern, again, 
the Honourable Member’s rate is between Bs. 7-8-0 and Bs. 8-0-0 per maund 
whereas the Bengal Government’s price is Bs. 9-8-10 per maund, and (vi) that 
the -rate shown for Chittagong is from Bs. 10-0-0 to Bs. 12-0-0, 'but according to 
the Bengal Government this rate is between Bs. 5-15-8 and Bs. 8-0-0 per maund 
for the same period?’ 

(4) Is it not a fact that since the Honourable Member furnished these rates, 
the price of nee has persistently gone up, particularly after the declaration of 
the Centre s decision to discontinue supply to Calcutta? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) No, Sir, they relate to 
interior markets except in the case of Dacca and Bakarganj, which are for liead- 
-quarteis markets only and in the case of Tippera which are for both headquarters 
and interior markets. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The prices given in the Calcutta Gazette are all retail rates, while the 
statement placed on the table of .the House contained quotations of wholesale 
prices, except m the ease of Jalpaiguri and Birbkum,' for which the quotations 
shown were for retail prices. In the latter ease, the figures are in agreement 

wrath those given in the Calcutta Gazette, referred to by the Honourable 
Member. 1 
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(d) No, Sir. In November the average of rice prices in Bengal declined. 
In December prices dropped. in some districts and remained stationary in others,, 
but there was an increase of Be. 1/2/- in the overall wholesale price average., 
from Bs. 11/3/- to Bs. 12/5/- per maund for coarse rice. _ 

Price Bates of Bice in Bengal Districts 

74. *Mr, K.. O. Neogy: (a) Has the Honourable the Food Member’s atten- 
tion been drawn to a United Press message, dated December 21, 1944, giving (as 
published in the Amrita Bazar Patrika of December 24, 1944) a joint statement 
of the President, Munsliiganj Bar Association, a Congress Leader, and certain 
office bearers of the local Belief Committee, Food Committee, Krishak Samity 
and Muslim League, to the effect that the price of rice there had been soaring 
up since the India Government decided to withdraw its responsibility to supply 
foodgrains for greater Calcutta, and that the price which came down to Bs. 9-0-0 
in November was between Bs. 16-0-0 and Bs. 21-0-0 per maund in December and 
was daily rising by four aiinas to eight annas per day ? 

(b) Has the Honourable Member’s attention been also drawn to an Associated 
Press message, dated Dacca, December 9, 1944, featured in the issue of the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika of December 17, saying that the Working Committee of 
the Dacca Relief Committee adopted a resolution (i) regretting that the Honour- 
able the Food Member, Government of India, should have made a statement, as 
appearing in the Press, to the effect that the highest recorded price of rice 
at Dacca was Es. 12-0-0 per maund while actually the price was much higher, and 
(ii) that the statement of the Food Member was inaccurate and misleading? 

(c) If the answer to (a) and (b) be in the affirmative, will the Honourable 
Member lay on the table of the House a comprehensive statement fully explain- 
ing the position' in this matter? 

- The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a), (b) and (c). Yes, 'Sir. P 
have placed on the table a statement of prices which brings up to date my state- 
ment of last November. As to the statement of the working committee of the 
Dacca Belief Committee, it is not correct to say that I had quoted Bs. 12/- per 
maund as the highest recorded price at Dacca; all I said was that Bs. 12/- per 
maund was the highest price during the month. 


Date 


Dacca . 

Date 

Dacca 

As per 
district 
authority 
(Coarse 
. rice) 
(Wholesale) 

Calcutta Gazette 
(Common rice) 
(Retail) 

As per 
district 
authority 
(Coarse 
rice) 

[Wholesale) 

Calcutta Gazette 
(Common rice) 
(Retail) 


Bs. a. p. 



Bs. a. p. 


1-11-44 . 

9 8 0 


16-11.44 . 



2-11-44 . 

9 8 0 


17-11-44 , 

10 8 0 


3-11-44 . 

9 8 0 

- 

18.11-44 . 

12 0 0 


4-11-44 . 

10 0 0 

Week ending 

19-11-44 . 

12 0 0 


- 


8th Nov. 1944 

_ 





Bs. 11-0-7. 

20-11-44 . 

11 0 0 

Week ending 




. 


22nd Nov. 

5-11-44 . 

10 0 0 


21-11-44 . 


1944. 



- 



Bs. 13-1-0. 

0-11-44 .. 

10 0 0 

. 

22-11-44 . 

10 8 0 


7-11-44 . 

10 0 0 


23-11-44 . 

12 0 0 


8-11-44 . 

10 0 0 


24-11-44 . 

12 0 0 

. 
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Date 

As per 
district 
authority 
(Course 
rico) 

(Wholesale) 

Dacca 

\ 

Calcutta Gazette 
(Common rice) 
(Retail) 

Date , 

1 

As per, 
district 
authority 
(Course 
rioo) i 

(Wholesale) 

Dacca 

Calcutta Gazette 
(Common rice) 
(Retail) 


Rs. a. p. 



Rs. ft. p. 


9-11-44 . 

10 0 0 


26-11-44 . 

12 0 0 


UO-11-44 - 

10 0 0 


27-11-44 . 

11 0 0 ] 


11-11-44 . 

10 0 0 


28-11-44 • 

110 0 


12-11-44 . 

... 

Week ending 
16fch .Nov. 1944 

29-11-44 . 


Week ending 



Rs. 11-6-10. 



29th Nov. 

13-11-44 . 

11 0 0 


1 


1044. 

14-11-44 . 

11 0 0 




Rs. 12-1-2. 

15-11-44 . 

10 8 0 


30-11-44 . 

11 0 0 

___ 

25-11-44 . 

11 0 0 




* 


'Central Government’s Decision, to Discontinue Supply of Rice to Calcutta 

75. *Mr. K. C. Neogy: (a) Will the Honourable the Rood Member be pleased 
to state whether the Central Government’s decision to discontinue supply oi 
nice to Calcutta was arrived at after consultation with the Government of Bengal? 

(b) What opinion, if any, was expressed by the Government of Bengal on the 
.matter after this decision was announced? 

(c) Is it a fact that several representations on this issue have been made by 
the Government of Bengal to the Central Government? If so, will the Honour- 
able Member please make a detailed statement giving the substance of these 
representations as also indicating the action taken on them? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Government of Bengal intimated some time ago 
"that there was a surplus stock of rice in the Province which they were in a 
position to export from Bengal? If so, will the Honourable Member please 
make a detailed statement on .this proposal? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) The Honourable Member 
in his question does not correctly describe the decision which was announced 
<during the last Session of the Legislature and publicly repeated by me at a 
Press Conference, but it is a fact that the Government of Bengal were informed 
rof our intention before it was made. 

(b) and (e). No representation has been received from the Bengal Govern- 
ment. 

(d) No sir, the Government of Bengal have not declared any surplus in rice. 

Decomposed atta in Dacca Government Godown 

79. *Mr, K v S. Gupta; (a) Will the Honourable the Rood Member please 
•state if it is not a fact that 42,000 maunds of decomposed atta lying in the 
Government godown in Dacca has been recommended by the District Rood 
'Committee ? - 

(b) Why was it allowed to decompose? 

(e) Ror how long was it kept stocked? 

(d) Are- the Government of India aware of the shortage of atta in several 
parts of India^during the years 1943 and 1944? 

(e) Is it not a fact that the same material was' offered for sale by the 
•Government? 

(f) Is it not a fact that the Civil Supplies Department invited tenders for 
"the purchase of the stock at a reduced rate? 

(g) Is it not a fact that no purchaser came forward? 

(h) Would the Government of India take necessary steps to stop the sale 
of such stuff for consumption by the civilian public? 
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The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: An enquiry has been made 
irom the Bengal Government, and the, information will be laid on the table of 
tihe House when received. 

f TRANSFERRED STARRED QUESTION AND ANSWERS 

Wednesday, 14th February; 1945 

Written Answers 

Foodgrains Requirements of India 

152. *Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar: Will the Honourable the Food 
Member please state: 

(a) the approximate amount of foodgrains necessary for this country as a 
■whole ; 

(b) bow much has been grown in the present financial year; 

(e) the annual wastage of foodgrains according to the calculation of Govern- 
ment; and 

(d) what steps have been taken by the Government to avoid this wastage? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) I can answer the Honour- 
able Member’s question in two ways. Calculated on the basis of a cereal 
ration (excluding gram and pulses) of 1 lb. per adult per day and allowing for 
•seed and wastage, the requirements in 1945 would be about 62 million tons. 
'On the other hand, before the war the average annual consumption require- 
ments of cereals calculated by adding average net imports to average production 
including minor millets was about 54'5 million tons. 

(b) I have not yet complete information about the Kharif harvest but the 
-total yield of rabi and kharif grains excluding gram and pulses but including 
minor millets is likely to be about 54‘5 million tons. 

(c) It is not possible to give a reliable estimate of wastage but it would 
wary between 3 and 4 per cent., i.e., between 1-6 to a little over million tons. 

(d) We are encouraging and helping Governments to improve and expand 
-their storage for foodgrains and are building ourselves and helping private 
merchants to build. The substance of technical advice on the subject has been 
■embodied in a Manual which has been placed in the Library of the House. 

Foodstuffs Officially Declared Unfit for Human Consumption in Bengal 

181. *Mr. K. O. Neogy : (a) Is the Honourable the Food Member in a position 
4o give an approximate idea about the total quantity of foodstuffs that have so 
■far been officially declared to be unfit for human consumption in Bengal ? 

(b) How much of the quantity approximately has been destroyed, and how 
much sold, with the concurrence or knowledge of officials concerned, and to 
what use has the latter category of foodstuffs been put or is expected to be put, 
and what precautions have been taken to see that this latter category of food- 
-stuffs is not utilised as human food either in the shape of adulterants or other- 
wise? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: An enquiry has been made 
from the Bengal Government and the information will be laid on the table of 
-,the House when received. 

Subsidized Sales of Wheat in Madras Presidency 

186. *Prof. N. G. Ranga: Will the Honourable the Food Member be pleased 
to state: 1 

(a) if it is not a fact — 

(i) that in Madras Presidency and in particular in South Arcot District 
■subsidized wheat is being sold at a price which is lower than the price of inferior 
-quality of rice produced in that area ; ^ 

+Tho meeting of the Legislative Assembly that was to be held on the 13th February, 
4945, . having being cancelled, the answers to the unstarred Question for that day was, in 
pursuance of convention, laid on the table of the House to-day. — Ed. of D. 
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(ii) that such subsidized wheat is being consumed and can be consumed 
under the present conditions mostly by the richer and middle classes, benefiting 
not the poorer classes; 

(iii) that such enforced and subsidized sales of wheat are depressing the 
prices of paddy and rice of the area concerned ; and 

(iv) that such a policy is benefiting consumers of both rice and wheat and 
harming the producers of paddy, irrespective of their economic conditions; and 

(b) whether Government will consider the advisability of subsidizing rice of 
the lowest quality which is generally consumed by the poorest people instead of 
subsidizing wheat; if not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srlvastava; (a) (i) Yes, Sir. 

(ii) No, Sir. Wheat is being subsidised especially to bring its price within 

the reach of the poor. • - 

(iii) No, Sir. 

(iv) The inference is not correct. 

(b) Retail prices of rice aie I’easona'ble and it is not considered necessary to 
subsidise them To subsidise rice will increase the demand for a commodity 
already in short supply. 

Keeping lower Prices of Paddy and Rice in certain Districts of Madras 

Presidency 

187. *Prof. N. G. Ranga: Will the Honourable the Food Member, be pleased 
to state: 

(a) if it is not a fact — 

(i) that the Madras Government has not rnised the prices of paddy and rice 
of the Kristna, West and East Godavari and Nelore Districts and have kept- 
them down to the uneconomic level of Rs. 10-8-0 for the ordinary quality of rice 
(Chinna ICusuma) even though, for Guntur District, it has been raised to its 
former level of Rs. 11-0-0 per 106 lbs. of paddy without the sack and excluding 
carting expenses; and 

(ii) that this policy has been adversely affecting the poorer peasants who 
are obliged to sell their paddy at the prevalent lower prices in order to pay the 
land revenue, rent and' meet cultivation expenses; and 

-(b) whether Government propose to see that a uniform price policy is pursued 
in all the surplus paddy districts and that the former net price of 'Rs. 11 is 
re-instated as an initial piece of justice? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) (i) The answer is in the " 
negative. 

The same" prices have been fixed for Kristna, West and East Godavari and 
Nellore Districts as for Guntur District. 

(ii) No, Sir. The Madras Government report that prices were fixed with, 
due regard to the increase in the cost of cultivation or other relevant factors. 

(b) Does not arise, in view of answer to (a). 


Monday, 19th February, 1945 

i TRANSFERRED 'STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

(a) Written Answers 

Meat Dehydration Factory at Nowshera 

293. *Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: Will the Honourable the Food Member please 
state : 

(a) the date on which the Meat Dehydration Factory was set up at 
Nowshera, North-West Frontier Province; 

(b) the number of animals which are being slaughtered daily there; 

(c) whether the meat prices at Peshawar have shot up in consequence ; 

+T1ib meeting of tile Assembly that was to he held on the I6th February, 1945. having. - 
been cancelled, the answers to Starred Questions for that day were, in pursuance of eonven- 
tion, laid on the tablo of the House to day, — -Ed. of D. 
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(d) whether this factory constitutes a serious encroachment on the food of 
the Pathans; and 

(e) the steps he proposes to take to bring down the meat prices in the North* 
- West Frontier Province? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasa°d Srivastava: (a) The factory commenced 
working ill April', 1943. 

(b) About 600 goats. . _ _ - 

(c) Meat prices in Peshawar have increased in proportion to general rise in 

, the cost of living. - 1 

' (d) No'; the demand has been reduced since last year by one half of it 

being placed bn the neighbouring Punjab districts. 

(e) The Central Government has established co-ordination committees to 
reduce prices 'by eliminating competition between Defence and Civil Purchases. 


Butler Report on Foodguains Procurement 


296. *Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: 

state: 


Will the Honourable the Food Member jqlease 


whether any steps have been taken or are about to be taken to implement 
the Butler Report: — • 

(i) in the matter of monopoly procurement of foodgrains; 

(ii) elimination of _ corruption from the food control administration; and 

(iii) petty harassment by minor officials; and 

if so, the nature of tlxe steps token or proposed to be taken? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (i) The monopoly procure- 
ment of foodgrains, was discussed, with special reference to the Honourable 
Somerset Butler’s Report, at the recent Fifth All-India Food Conference. A 
copy of the recommendation passed by the Conference is placed on the table 
of the House. The Government of India will encourage the study and deve- 
lopment of monopoly procurement systems by Local Governments, as therein 
recommended. 

(ii) and (iii). The question of bribery and corruption within Food Admi- 
nistrations and thpt of petty harassment by minor officers has been referred 
to all Administrations for their closest consideration and examination. The 
introduction of a Vigilance branch or section into the Administration, and the 
close association of non-officials have been recommended as the best means of 
reducing bribery, corruption and petty harassment. 


DEPARTMENT OF FOOD 
FIFTH ALL-INDIA FOOD CONFERENCE 
'•Resolution on Procurement 

It is recommended that : 

The results so far obtained in the working of monopoly procurement systems justify their 
further study, and their development so far as the circumstances of each Province and State 
permit. 

Where monopoly procurement is in operation in respect of any particular grain, Govern 
ment should, in the interest of producers, accept all 'such grain as is offered, subject to 
considerations of quality. Acceptance should be at notified centres, at the appropriate stage 
Wf the marketing process, and at prices fixed" in accordance with the all-India policy after- 
consultation, wherever necessary, with the Central Government. 

The development of monopoly procurement should be in the direction of the acquisition by 
.Government of grain offered for sale voluntarily. Nevertheless, in those areas where it is 
deemed advisable, monopoly procurement may be extend by : 

(1) a compulsory levy and the acquisition, in addition, of any balance that any producer 
may desire to sell'; or 

(2) assessment of the surplus of individual producer's and the compulsory acquisition of 
such surpluses. 

The Conference in making this recommendation recognises that the financial consequences 
of implementing the policy may necessitate assistance to the Provinces by the Central Govern- 
ment. 
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Butler Beport on Foodgrains Procurement 

297. *Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: Will the Honourable the hood Member please 
state : _ 

(a) whether the Butler Beport on Foodgrains procurement has been publish- 
ed; and 

(b) whether copies of it nil] be supplied to the members of this House? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) Yes. 

(b) Two copies have been placed in the Library of the House. 

Supply of Foodstuffs to Liberated Burma 

305. *Mr. K. C. Neogy: (a) Will the Honourable the Food Member be 

pleased to state whether there is any understanding that, as the process of 
re-conquest of Burma progresses the civilian population thus liberated will be 
supplied with foodstuffs from India as a temporary measure of relief? „ 

(b) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to make a detailed statement 
explaining the nature and extent of the responsibility thus undertaken by the 
'Government, of India with reference to the civil population of Burma, indicating 
at the same-time the nature of help that may already have been given to the 
people of Burma in this matter, as also the reaction that the said policy may 
have on the position of supplies available for the civilian population in India? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) No, Sir. 

(b) Does not arise. , 

Construction or Beconditioning of B6ats removed from Coastal Areas of 

Bengal under Denial Policy 

306. *Mr. K. C. Neogy: (a) Wdl the Honourable the Food Member be 
pleased to refer to starred question No. 136 of the 7th November, 1914, on the 
subject of construction or reconditioning of boats remoi’ed from the coastal areas 
of Bengal under the Denial Policy, and make a statement indicating the num- 
ber of boats that were either reconditioned, or constructed anew and supplied 
to the persons concerned before the last rains, as also the progress^ made in 
that matter since the last rains? 

(b) Is the Honourable Member in a position to state what has been the cost 
of reconditioning or reconstruction of these boats, and to what head the expendi- 
ture involved is to be charged? 

(c) Is the Honourable Member in a position to state the extent of unemploy- 
ment created by the Denial measures in this behalf, giving the approximate 
number of persons thus affected and the extent of compensation, if any, that 
the Government have paid or propose to pay for such unemployment and result- 
ing hardship, to the people thus affected, apart from the return of a proportion 
of the boats ? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: This question should have 
been addressed to the Defence Department. 

Possibility of Army in Bengal Supplying Vegetables for Military and- 

Givilian Requirements 

307. *Mr. K. C. Neogy: (a) Will the Honourable the Food Member he 
pleased to refer to the supplementarv questions and answers in connection with 
starred question No. 49 of the 2nd November, 1944, dealing with the possibility 
of the'Army in Bengal becoming self-supporting in vegetables, including potatoes 
and being able even to supply such stuff to the civilian population? 

(b) Is the Honourable Member in a position to state the results of the efforts 
made by the military authorities in this direction, and the extent of help derived 
therefrom, either directly or indirectly, by the civilian population of Bengal? 
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The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) and (b). The Army in 
Bengal is self-supporting in respect of vegetables and potatoes. 

During January 1945, 92 tons of vegetables were supplied by the Army to 
the Civil Administration in Bengal. A large proportion of this supply was for 
consumption in the Calcutta Area. 

Butler Report on Food grains Procurement 

318. *Mr. G. Rangiah Naidu: (a) Will the Honourable the Food Member 
please state what action has been taken by the Government of India on- the 
report of Mr. S. Butler, Officer on Special Duty, in connection ' with the Gov- 
ernment Grain Purchases Scheme? 

_ (b) If action has been taken, how many offenders were already detected 
and punished Province-wise? If not, why not? 

(c) Are there any orders issued by the Central Government to the Provincial 
'Governments to investigate into the offences of bribery, corruption and harass- 
ment by the Government Officials in Food Department working in the Provinces? 

(d) If so, what are the results of their investigation, province-wise? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) and (c). The attention 
of the Honourable Member is drawn to the reply given by me this morning to 
Mr. Abdul Qaiy urn’s question No. 296. 

(b) and (d). It is premature to call for a report from the Provinces on the 
action taken by them in this connection.' 

Production of Foodgrains and Pulses 

319. *Mr. G. Rangiah Naidu: (a) Will the Honourable the Food Member 
.please state -the. quantity of the following foodgrains and -pulses produced in 

India in the year 1944, province-wise, in tons (i) Paddy, (ii) Wheat, (iii) Jawar, 
(iv) Ragi, (v) Bajra, and (vi) Mokkai (Maize); and 

-Pulses : (i) Red Gram, (ii) Green Gram, (iii) Bengal Gram, (iv) Black Gram, 
and (V) Horse Gram? 

(b) What quantities of the above commodities were exported to countries 
outside India, province-wise, in tons? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) and (b). Two statements 
giving the necessary information are laid on the table of the House. 



STATEMENT 1 
Production of Foodobains 
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f. A.=Not avoilablo. (a)— Incomplete, 

= Those estimates are supplied by areas concornod aud are incomplete, 
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STATEMENT ET 


■'Showing Exports of Food Grains by Sea ovtside India during January to November 1914 

(In tons) 


Maritime Province 

(1) 

Rice 

( 2 ) 

Wheat 

( 3 ) 


Pulses 

( 5 ) 

Bengal • . 


- 


31 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Bombay 

• 

- 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1,908 

Sind .... 

. 

• 


3 

450 

622 

1,S55 

Madras 

• 

• 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Not known . 

• 



... 



7,158 



Total 


34 

450 

622 

10,923 


Note . — Figures for October and November 1944 are estimated published figures being not 
yet available. 


Fall in. Area and Yield of Paddy in Madras Presidency 

321. *Prof. N. Cr. Ranga: Will the Honourable the Food Member be pleased 
to state: ~ ** \ 

(a) if it is not a fact that the area under and yield of paddy in Madras 
Presidency lias come down during the last "two years; 

(b) the percentages of fall in area and yield; 

(e) the reasons attributed by Madras Government for this reduction in area 
and yield in spite of all the “Grow More Food Campaign’' of the Government; 
and 

-(d) whether Government have taken necessary steps to enquire to what 
extent the continued low levels of prices of paddy and rice, maintained by 
Government as compared to prices for the same qualities of paddy and rice, 
have been responsible for this fall in the production- of food in the Madras 
Presidency? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) and (b). A statement 
showing the area and yield of rice for the years 1942-53, 1943-44 and 1944-45 is 
laid on the Table of the House. It will be seen therefrom that there w as an 
increase in area by 5 - 2 per cent, and in yield by 6‘9 per cent, in 1943-44 as 
compared with the previous year. - 

So far as the 1944-45 crop is concerned, only the second (Provincial) fore- 
cast is available, and it shows, when compared with the corresponding forecast 
of 1942-43, an increase of 1-8 per cent, in area and 5 - 7 per cent, in yield. 
Compared with the corresponding" forecast of 1943-44, however, there is a 
decrease of 2-2 and 4 ‘5 per cent, in area and yield respectively. 

(c) The decrease, this year, is attributed by the Madras Government to the 

late arrival of the North East Monsoon rains and the insufficient rainfall and 
consequent inadequate supply of water in irrigating sources in the South West 
Monsoon period. ✓ 

(d) In view of reply' to part (c) of the question, the need for such an enquiry 
•does not arise. 


Statement showing area and yield of rice in Madras 

(Figures in thousands) 


Year s 





Area 

Yield 






(acres) 

(Tons) 

1942-43 

. 




10,382 

4,614 

1943-44 




. 

10,925 

4,932 

1944-45 


• 

• 

• 

- 9,313 

4,427 


^Second forecast) 



54 

Holdings Basis foe Delivery of 'Grain by Peasants in Madras Presidency 

322. *Frof. N. G. Ranga: Will-the Honourable the Pood Member be pleased 
to state: 

(a) if lie is aware of the fact tliat in Madras Presidency peasants are forced 
to deliver certain specified quantities of grain, whether paddy or millets, 
calculated on the basis of the holdings and not on the actual acreages under 
the specified foodgrains; and 

(b) whether this procedure obtains in other Provinces also? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) and (b). As regards 
Madras the system referred to by the Honourable Member is no longer in 
force. Details of the systems m force elsewhere will be found in the Honour* 
able Somerset Butler’s report which is available* in the Library. 

Over-estimation of Crops yields and. under-estimation of Pood needs in 

Districts 

323. *Prof. ST. G. Uaaga: Will the Honourable the Pood Member be pleased 
to state: 

(a) wbat steps are being taken to prevent the over-estimation of the. pro- 
ductive capacity and actual yields of different crops of different districts and the 
underestimation of the total population and their food needs of different districts 
by Government officials; and 

(b) whether Government propose to see that their Regional Pood Commis- 
sioners are authorised and instructed to study, the food needs, food supply capa- 
city ond actual food production and distribution in every District in co-operation 
with the local authorities? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) I have no information 
about steps taken in particular districts, but crop cutting surveys are being 
conducted in certain provinces for the purpose of ensuring a greater accuracy in 
the estimation of the production of rice and wheat.. Regarding the estimation 
of the total population and their food needs, the formula stated'in the Foodgrains 
Policy Committee Report is applied for ascertaining provincial requirements 
with appropriate adjustments for estimated increase in population over the last 
census figure. 

(b) Regional Pood Commissioners 'are officers of the Gentral Government 
and as sucli their duties require them to be in the closest touch with the food 
position in their Regions and to report on the position with a view to improve- 
ment, wherever necessary, both to the Provincial and Central Governments. 

Rice and Wheat Rations in rationed Towns and non-rationed Areas 

324. *Pro£. N. G. Ranga: Will the Honourable the Pood Member be pleased 

to state: ' , 

(a) the quantities of daily rations of rice plus wheat allotted and distributed 
to the people of the rationed towns and non-rationed areas; 

(b) if there is any difference in the rations thus allotted, the reasons therefor; 

(c) whether it is not a fact that in the non-rationed areas, black markets 
prevail; 

(d) whether under-nourishment is increasing: 

(e) whether the incidence of diseases due to under-nourishment and mal- 
nutrition is not increasing: 

(f) whether Government are- contemplating the introduction of complete 
District-wise rationing in the whole of North Vizagapatam District including 
rural areas; if not, why not; 

(g) if such District-wise rationing is being contemplated, by about what 
month it may come to be introduced; and 

(h) in view of the heavy death-roll experienced during last year’s Summer, 
whether Government propose to introduce rationing before Summer sets in? 
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The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) and (b). Assuming that 
this question relates to the Madras Province, the daily basic rations in the 
rationed towns range from 0'78 Ibs^ do 1-06 lbs. per adult per day, l/6th of 
•which is in wheat. 

No rationed foods on a fixed scale -are issued in non-rationed areas, but in 
certain areas, under informal schemes the rates vary from place to place at 
the discretion of the local authorities, depending upon the local supply position, 

(c) Black markets do occur in non-rationed areas. 

^ (d) and (e). I have received 'no reports .to this effect. • 

(f), (g) and (h). Arrangements for the introduction of informal rationing 
in the rural areas of the deficit districts, are in progress and will be completed as 
early as possible. Informal rationing in the Yizagapatam District has already 
been introduced and as a matter of course will be made formal. 


Wednesday, 21st February, 1945 

Punjab Governments request re Biscuit Factory 

411. *Sir- Muhammad Yamin Khan (on behalf of Dr. Sir Zia ITddin Ahmad) : 

(a) 'Will the Honourable the Food Member please state if it is a fact that the 
Government of the Punjab requested the Government of India to place one of 
the biscuit factories in one of the districts- of the Punjab? _ <• 

(b) Will Government lay on the table of- the House all the correspondence 
and figures supplied by the Punjab Government or by the Director. of Industries 
on behalf of the Punjab Government in support of their request? 

' (c) Why wns it given to a person who had no experience of biscuit- making? 

(d) Where wfis this factory located? 

(e) Is it not a fact that - the factory wns located in the comer of an Indian 
State? 

(f) Was it not placed there on account of the fact that they w'anted to avoid 
income-tax? 

The Honourable Sir iTwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) No, Sir. 

(H) Does not arise. 

(c) -If the Honourable Member is referring to a biscuit plant imported from 
the U. S. A. in 1943, the'existing biscuit manufactui’ing firms were not interested 
owing to the size of the .plant. It was therefore offered to a firm who had 
considerable experience in erecting and operating large factories. 

(d) Rajpura (Patiala State). 

-(e) Yes. 

(f) No. - - 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Is the answer to part (c) really correct? Is it 
or is it not a fact that it was given to a person with no experience of this ? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: The existing manufacturing 
concerns were not interested in the plant. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Does that mean that the person to whom it was 
given had no experience of this.? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Yes. 

Mr. H. A. Sathar E. Essak Sait: In' answer to part (c) he said that the other 
manufacturers were not interested. Was the thing advertised? Or how does he 
satisfy himself that the others were not interested? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: We know the existing biscuit 
manufacturing concerns. We asked them and they were not interested. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: Why did not the Government of India themselves start 
- the biscuit factory instead of giving it to people with no experience? 

Mr. Sri Prakasa: They have experience of biscuit eating and not biscuit 
making. 
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, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): With regard to Dr. Zia 
Uddin A question, has Sir Mulinimnad Yam in Khan had any written authority 
from Dr. Zia Uddin Ahmad? 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: Yes. T had. ' 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable Clumber 
should have made it over to the office. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: All right I will do it. ' 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Next question 

Paucity of Sums ix Higher Posts or Pood Department 
f414. "Sardar Mangal Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Pood Member 
please state the percentages of Anglo-Tndinns, Parsees, Indian Christians and 
Sikhs in the gazetted and higher posts in his Department? 

(b) What steps do Government contemplate to make up the deficiency in the 
share of the Sikhs? If none, why? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) A statement showing the 
rchfthe shaie-s oi minority communities in the gazetted posts is placed on the 
table. 

(b) Theie is no deficiency in the share of the Sikhs, who hold more than 50 
per cent, of the posts reserved for minority communities. 


S/ri'p, m?n', s’ ’tow in 7 percentage of Minority Oommun't'cs, o.g., Anglo- r ndians, Indian C’rislia'is 
Parses and Sikh'; 'in t’ic Ota ze/ted poet* -in the Deparlm-n' of Food a? it stood on 1st 
February 1910. 



n to « < 

•*3 0 *r* 

to to u ^ . 

rr, ON t~\ O 


U-, 

0 

up 

O 

s 

O 

~ 2 

u 

a 


3 ^ 5-2 

o es ;g 

Pi u~ 4 -—e** * R d 

° O 0 3 

n 

0 

=2 

■5 CO 

c . 

a? O 

0 •**> 

Jjj 

55 to 

cent, 
to 3 , 

-5 .2 
55 £ 

22 so 

£ 0 

0 ■*- 

J5 "5 

~ *-4 

32 

“0 


° Q. & 

59 

t- ^ 

Cl 

U w 

5 


A 



Number 

Number 
filled u] 

Number 
out of 
sorved 
ty com 1 

©2 

i* 

0 d 

~g 

.9 3 

1 g 

Number 
• by Para 

Ratio po 
column 

Number 

Indian 

k P 
— p 

0 ~ 

’■§8 

u to 
Cl C 

*5 < 

S >3 

Ratio po 
column 


12 ;l 


5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

ri. f. x. & ii 

. ' 94 S3 7 1/3 

4 

54-5 



1 

130 



D. F.„III . 

. 15G ! 122 10 

0 



30 

0 

20 

1 

. io 

Total 

. 250 207 17$ 

o 

52-1 

3 

17-3 

3 

17-3 

1 

6-1 


t Answer to this question laid on the table, the questions being absent. 


- Policy re Encouraging Monopolists in Commodity Markets 

, 424. 'Prof, N. G. Ranga: Will the Honourable the Food Member be pleased 
to state: ' 

(a) if it is the policy of Government to encourage monopolists in the commo- 
dity markets of the country; and 

(b) whether Government propose to consider the question of a departmental 
enquiry -to study how far their war-time trade regulation, licensing and price 
fixation - and regulation and fixation of zones of supply and demand have worked 
towards the development of black-markets prevalence of abnormal middlemen’s 
profiteering,^ exploitation of both producers and consumers and to what extent 
the expeditious and productive supply of commodities has been facilitated? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) So far as foodgrains are 
concerned the Government of India are in favour of monopoly procurement by 
Government, so far as the circumstances of each province permit. 

(b) No Sir, but these matters are ving the attention of the 

mod Department, as well as of the ■ . and Committees, which 

have been set up to advise the Department oh the various problems of 
iood a ami m stra t ion . 
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Prof. U. G. Ranga: Pending the Development of the Government them- 
selves taking up the monopoly of procurement, how many Provincial Govern- 
ments have 'taken up "such a monopoly? Is it the policy of the Government to' 
encourage monopolies in , the procurement of foodgrains in the Provinces ? I 
mean private monopoly, not Government monopoly. 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: There is no complete Govern- 
ment monopoly just now anywhere excepting perhaps in one or two Indian 
States.. Is the Honourable Member referring to Madras? 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: I refer to Madras and the Central Provinces also. 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: There is no complete monopoly 
anywhere. In Madras also there is no complete monopoly. 

Mr, T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: What is the system operating now, if 
■there is no complete monopoly? 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: i He does not know. 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Procurement is by trade-s 
■acting on behalf of the Government and. appointed as agents for definite areas. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: Is it not true that they have monopolies 
lor those areas? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: That is a matter for argument. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar; If only particular traders are appointed 
for particular areas, is it not true that other people cannot procure or sell grain 
in those areas? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: We want to eliminate competi- 
tion: that is our policy. We do not want to have competition in the procure- 
ment of food grains. 

Mr. Muhammad Naum an: With reference to part (b) the Honourable Mem- 
ber said that they did not propose to re-examine the whole question which means 
that the Honourable Member proposes to allow the black market to go on as 
they have been going on? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I did not say that I did not 
propose to do anything: I said these matters are continually receiving the 
attention of the Food Department. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: May I know if in spite of this continual attention 
the black market has been going on and yet the Honourable Member is not pre- 
pared to look into the whole thing as one scheme? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastaya: We are looking into it every 
•day — day and night. . 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: And this is the result of all this examination! 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Datum) : Next question. 

Sir Cowasjee Jehangir: May I aslc the Honourable Member whether these 
private agents are procuring foodstuffs for themselves or for the Government of 
' Tndia„or a Provincial Government? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: For the Government of Madras 
in this. case. , 

Sir Cowasjee Jehangir: That is, they are agents for the Government of 
Madras. They are not procuring for themselves? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: No. \ 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: Is it not a fact that when Government authorise certain 
Individuals alone" to purchase foodgrains in any one or two districts or particular 
parts of a province, and competition is completely shut out and no minimum 
prices are fixed, there is no check at all in the drop) in prices through exploitation 
•of the peasants? 
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- . Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Next question. - 
Prof. 2T. G-. Ranga: But the Honourable Member is prepared to answer. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable Member 
-can argue that at the proper time. 

Plans" for Supply Zones of Agricultural Produce, etc. 


425. "Prof. N. 6. Ranga: Will the Honourable the Pood Member be pleased 
to state: 

(a) . if Government have got worked out any consistent plans for different 
Provinces and co-ordinated plans for the whole of India for the zones of supply 
■of different agricultural produce, their despatch to specified markets within the 
same and outside provinces; the margins of differences of prices to be permitted 
and margins that actually obtain between the prices paid to peasants who 
supply them and those, charged in the consuming markets ; 

(b) if Government have any administrative machinery to examine bow the 
prices paid for the same commodities, first to the producers and next by ulti- 
mate consumers vary from Province to Province, even from District to District 
both at the end of suppliers and also at that of the consumers; 

(c) whether any steps are being taken to minimise the wide disparities that 
have come to prevail in the prices paid to producers 'of different Districts and 
charged to consumers of different Districts; 

(d) whether it is not advisable to get requisite charts worked out to show' 
within, what ranges the suppliers' prices and consumers’ prices are allowed to 
vary; and 

(e) whether .Government propose to hold a scientific and departmental en- 
quiry into the whole matter in order to give greater satisfaction to both produ- 
cers and consumers and minimise middlemen’s profits? 


The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: The Honourable Member will 
realise that I am chiefly concerned with agricultural produce that is used for food. 
The prices of the principal foodgrains are co-ordinated by the Government of 
India and are fixed in consultation with the Price Advisory Committee and with 
Provincial Governments. On the distribution side inter-provincial movements are 
controlled in accordance with allocations made by the Government of India 
under- the Basic Plan. Retail prices are fixed by tbe Provincial Governments 
on the basis of tbe over-all holding costs oi the grains available to them for 
distribution from internal and external sources. In order to improve tbe co- 
ordination and control of prices and movement in respect of tbe fresli and 
protective foods a resolution was put to and adopted by tbe Fifth Food Confer- 
ence, a copy of which was laid on the table of the House of the 9th February, 
1945 and I would - invite tlie Honourable Member 's attention to its terms. I 
will consider the Honourable Member’s suggestion regarding tbe use of charts 
to display the information received regarding prices. The whole question of 
agricultural prices in its long term aspect is being examined by a sub-committee 
of tbe Policy Committee on Agricultural Forestry and Fisheries set tip by tbe 
B. H. and L. Department. In so far ns subsidisation oi food mat be involved 
that questioji also is being examined in all its aspects by an Inter Departmental 
Committee recently appointed by the Food Deportment. 

* 7 . Ranga : What steps are being taken. by Government to see to the 

distribution and movement of foodgrains as between different districts within the 
which th° P VmC u ? I J onom ' ablc Member said that they have a system bv 

deficit W fvv fe foodgrains as between the different provinces-surplus and 


a •»"* P “ Yi " d01 

“ v.;- of In f ‘ !s 

' witiun the provinces are being 
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starved_beeause they happen to be deficit districts and the Provincial Govern- 
ment is unable to supply them with the necessary foodgrains? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: No, we are interested; but I 
am not able to supply the information because there are different systems in 
different provinces. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: Has any effort been made to study and co-ordinate them- 
so as to evolve a regulated policy for it? - 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : • That is a provincial 
matter. _ ' 

x 

Assistant Rationing Advisee 

444. Sardar Sant Singh: Will the Honourable, the Food Member be pleased’ 
to state : ^ r 

(a) the functions and duties of the Assistant Rationing Adviser ; 

'-(b) his nationality, educational and other qualifications; 
t? P resen ^ salary . and the salary drawn by him before he joined the- 

100(1 Department of the Government of India; and 

(d) whether the post was advertised ; if not, on whose recommendations 
ne was appointed? ■ 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a), (b) and (c). A statement 
is laid on the table of the House 

(d) The post was not advertised, but was filled by jfche transfer of an officer 
with the required qualifications, who was already employed in Food Depart- 
ment. 


. . — Statement. 

(a) The functions and duties of the Assistant Rationing Adviser are to assist the Rationing- 
Adviser in all matters relating to rationing technique and especially as regards : 

(1) examination of — and when necessary — preparation of — rationing schemes in Provinces 
and States ; 

(2) assistance in the actual operation of such schemes, chiefly in the Centrally Administered 
areas and States'; 

(3) „the training of Food Executive Officers, and staff of the Rationing Branch; 

(4) compilation of a training syllabus and the revision of the Manual on Food Conti ol and 
Rationing ; and 

(5) production of the monthly publication “Nutrition” and the quarterly publication of 
“Canteens in Industry” issued by the Food Department. 

(b) He is a British subject, and was educated at Emanuel School, London. 

He is a permanent local Government officer employed liy the Royal Borough of Kensing- 
ton. 

His services, were lent to the Ministry of Food in September, 1939 and he was appointed 
Assistant Divisional Food Officer (Rationing) for tlie London Division, comprising the City of 
London and Greater London, with a total population of 7.000.000. 

In April, 1943. he was released for joining the Royal Air Force and was posted to adminis- 
trative duties in India. 

In March, 1944, he was released from the Royal Air Force to assist the Regional Food Com- 
missioner, Eastern .Region under the Government of India and was appointed Deputy Regional 1 
Food Commissioner on Rs. 1,000 peiymensem. 

(c) Present salary — Rs. 1,000 per, meiiBem — his previous salary at (Ministry of Food, 
London, was £520 per annum, in the scale of 1)400/50/600. phis tile superannuation emolu- 
ments of his Local Government Department, the total amounting to approximately £650. 

Disposal of surplus Rice with Bengal Government 

458. *Mr. K. C. Neogy: (a) Will the Honourable the Food Member be 
pleased to state whether during recent months the Government of Bengal 
approached the Central Government with any proposal for the disposal outside 
Bengal of any stock of rice or paddy procured in Bengal? If so, will the 
Honourable Member make a detailed’ statement about the proposal and tbe 
reaction of the Central Government thereto? 

(b) What is the total quantitv of rice at present in stock in Bengal under 
the Government procurement scheme ? Is any proportion" of it particularly 
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liable to deterioration due to the quality or variety of tli& rice, or defective 

St01 S) e is it a foot that milled rice is generally less liable to deterioration or 
deteriorates less rapidlv than Dhenki or hand pounded rice? M hat proportion ( 
of the stock of rice referred to in parts (a) and (b) respectively, represents milled 

(d\ Wliat is the total annual milling capacity of the rice mills m Bengal 
and whiit is their total storage capacity? Is the Honourable Member satisfied 
that the millin' 7 capacity of these mills and their storage capacity have been 
fully utilised by the Government of Bengal under the procurement scheme. If 
not; what are the reasons for the failure to do so? Have any complaints been 
received from the rice-milling industry oi Bengal on his or, any other po n 
relating to the Government altitude towards the industry? If so, to Wiat 
•effect and with what result? 1 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) Yes. Owing to the success 
•of the Government of Bengal’s procurement operations particularly in the 
closing months of 1944, they have very large stocks in their possession and have 
been anxious not only to secure avoidance ot deterioration by ensuring a satis- 
factory turnover but to make supplies of rice available to . the Governmeu of 
India on a replacement basis if such supplies could be utilised to the advantage 
•of other deficit areas. The Government of India and the Government of Bengal 
have examined the position together. They have decided upon certain measures 
■ designed to secure the necessary turnover of stocks within Bengal itself and the 
■provision of greatly augmented storage accommodation. To this end, the G ov- 
< eminent of India have offered the Government of Bengal financial assistance 
and also assistance with materials and priorities for the rapid construction of 
additional storage. There is no proposal at present to export- rice from Bengal. 

(b) and (c). Complete uptodate figures are not available. A detailed 
•survey is now being made of the stocks 'actually held, the different classes of 
rice and paddy in the stocks and their present condition. Generally Ails and 
Boro rice deteriorate more quickly than Aman rice. The exact quantities of 
these classes of Tice now held will be known after the survey is complete. It 
is true that milled rice keeps longer than dhenki or hand -pounded rice. 'The 
proportion of dhenki .and liand-pounded rice in the stocks held will also be 
known after the survey. 

(d) A report has been called for from the Bengal Government. The infor- 
unation required will be placed on the Library table when received. 

• N — f 

Wednesday, 28th February, 1945 . 

Impure 1 Wheat ratioxed in Peshawar - 


520. - Mr. Abdul Qaiyum : Will the Honourable the Pood Member please 
state :■- , 

(a) whether impure wheat with an admixture of barley, gram and small 
stones is being rationed in Peshawar; and 

(b) whether steps are being taken to find out who is responsible for this? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava : (a) I am informed by ihe 

"N.-W. P. P. Government that it is not a fact. 

(b) Does not arise. i 

Prof. N. G. Kanga: Is the Honourable Member aware that the same com- 
plaint is being made by .people as far down south as southern India and 
Malabai ? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: No. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: May I know if the Honourable Member has seen the. 
•sample of wheat which I placed on his table this morning? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I have just seen the sample 
^handed over to me by the Honourable Member himself. 
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Mr.. Abdul Qaiyum: In view oi tlie fact that some Provincial Government s. 
are very lenient in dealing with these organisations for distribution of grain, 
may I know whether the Central Government will appoint its own agents 
directly to deal with this distribution? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: No, that is not our policy. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: May I know whether the Government 
have examined anywhere, taking at random a unit of a bag of rice or wheat, and 
seen what percentage of it is mud and stones? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Sriyastava: No; it is not necessary to do 
so ; the quality is generally good. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: Is the Honourable Member aware that 
allegations have been made in this House by at least three Members of this 
House coming from three different provinces and m view of that fact, will he 
do it ? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Yes; if any complaints are 
brought to my notice. But generally the qualify is not bad : people are eating 
the Muff. 

_ / 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: May I know if the Central Government has any machin- 
ery to find out whether the report of the . Provincial Government is correct or 
not? Will Government appoint an independent machinery of their own? 

The- Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I will inquire. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa: Is the Honourable Member aware that municipal officers 
of health are very nervous in complaining about the quality of foodstuffs in 
Government shops lest they should be sacked and that the Government strang- 
les any complaint in the press agamst- their grain shops? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: No; I am not aware of that. 

Prof. I'T. G. Ranga: Have Government got any officers of their oivn wbo are 
expected to go down to tliese places where these complaints come from and' 
examine > what sort of quality of foodstuffs are being'supphed to the people? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: No. ; I have already answered' 
that-; the Government of India have no' machinery. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum : Is the Honourable Member 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim ) : Next question. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: This is a very important question, Sir. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Itahim): Next question. 

Disparities in Prices of Bice in Madras Presidency 

521. 'Prof. If . G. Ranga: Will the Honourable the Food Member be pleased 
to state : , v 

(a) if it is not a fact that disparities ai’e allowed to prevail in the prices of 
common sorts of rice in different surplus or delta districts of Madras Presi- 
dency; ' N 

(b) what the causes are for such disparities ; 

(c) if it is not a fact that while the ceiling price of paddy is allowed to 

remain at Rs. 11-12-0 per bag of 166 pounds including the cost of sack and' 
cartage to the factory, the corresponding price in Kristna District is only 
Es. 10-8-0; - 

(d) whether, while the Guntur price was raised from' Rs. 10-8-0 to- 
Rs. 11-12-0 during December, 1944, the price of a bag of paddy in Kristna Dis- 
trict has not been raised ; 

(e) the reasons for this distinction ; 

, (f) whether Government are aware of the fact that owing to the pressure of 

land revenue and harvest expenses many of Hie poorer peasants are obliged to- 
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„ sell away their paddy at too low prices, coming down to Rs. 9-8-0 per bag, 
while richer landlords and factory owners and many middlemen are able to 
purchase such paddy and hoard it up in anticipation of a later rise in prices; 
.and 

(g) whether Government propose to see that the ceiling price is raised at 
Jeast to the Guntur level and make it the standard price? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad. Srivastava: (a) No, Sir.. The maximum 
.difference in price for the first soLt rice is three annas a maund. 

(b) The differences are based on pre-war parities. 

(c) , (d) and (e). The same prices have been fixed for Kistlia and Guntur 
Districts, viz., Rs. 11-12-8 per bag of 166 lbs. 

(f) Transactions at rates slightly lower than the ceiling prices, immediately 
after the harvest are quite normal. The ceiling rates have been fixed for the 
svhole year. 

(g) Does not arise. l 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: Is it not a fact that so far as the Kistna district is con- 
cerned, this so-called ceiling price of Es. 11-12-0 per bag was not actually in 
operation and that the actual price was Es. 2 less than this? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: May I know whether the Government 
have received representations from, the ryots in these areas that the price, fixed 
js very much less than their cost price? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I am not aware of that, either. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I ash what is the policy o! the Government of India — 
do increase the- present prices or to lower them? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: This is a very general ques- 
tion — a very wide question; I cannot answer it. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: Is the Honourable Member aware of the fact that in the 
country the people are not only anxious that dearness allowances should be 
granted to the working classes in the towns hut also a decent price should be ~ 
given to the producers of food grains? ~ ' 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: That is a matter for argument. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Next question. 


Ceiling Psices of Paddy and Rice in Madras Presidency; 

522. 'GProf. N. G. Ranga: "Will the Honourable the Pood Member be pleased 
-to state : 

(a) if it is a fact that the Pood Grains Producers Conferences of Guntur, 
Nellore, Ivistna, "West Godavari" and Vizagapatam Districts have demanded 
that the ceiling price for a bag of. paddy of 166 pounds minus the sack should 
be fixed at Es. 12, which works out at about 11s. 9 per maund of 80 pounds as 
.against the present price of Es. 8-2-0 per bag; _ 

(b) whether the ceiling price of the same quantity of rice *is Bs_ 9-8-0 in 
Sind ; 


(c) whether the ceiling price of the Punjab rice is Es'. 13-8-0; 

(d) whether the Sind and Punjab prices used to be much higher than the 
Madras prices of paddy and rice; 

(e) whether, as a consequence, the Madras paddy growers have been made 
to lose in view of their liability to bear the same higher prices of most of the 
industrial commodities needed by all peasants of all provinces; 

(f) whether it is not a fact that the Madras Government is trvinw to further 

-depress paddy and rice prices by selling subsidized wheat at prices "lower than 
those of rice of common varieties ; and ~ 


. W whether Government propose to see that a reasonable price approximat- 
-mg at least to the price of Es. 12 per bag of paddy or Es. 9 per maund of rice 
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dency ? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) I have no information. 

(b) , (c) and (d). The Madras ceiling prices are not comparable with the 
statutory maximum prices in Sind and the -Punjab. In Sind, the statutory 
maximum for coarse rice is Es. 8-8-0 j>er maund, but the market price is 
about Rs. 8. In the Punjab, while the statutory maximum price is Its. 13-8-0, 
the market price has varied from time to time and is now about Rs. 11. The 
-ceiling prices in Madras are the prices at which Grain Purchase officers will buy 
from mills in Shrplus districts ior supply to deficit districts. These prices are 
not inelastic but have heen increased whenever an increase has been found to 
be necessary. 

(e) No, Sir.- I would refer the Honourable Member to my reply to part (a) 
>(ii) of his Starred Question No. 187 on the 13th February. 

(f) No, the sale of wheat is subsidised in order to provide at prices within 
"the reach of the poorest, a substitute for rice which is in short supply. 

(g) I am- satisfied that the present purchase prices fixed by the Madras 
-Government are not unfair to the agriculturist. 

Prof. IT. G. Eanga: Is it not a fact that it is not the poorest people who are 
able to consume wheat hi South India but it is rather the richest, the richer 
and the middle class people? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: -We want the - poorest to eat 
wheat._ It is good for them. _ - 

Prof. N, G. Eanga: Is the Honourable Member then "prepared to supply 
them with the .necessary implements and vessels and other things? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I do not know what imple- 
ments are necessary for eating wheat... I am sure that the Madras Government 
will do everything in order to popularize wheat and encourage its use. 

Prof. N. G. Eanga: Is it not a fact that the Madras Government is doing 
-nothing. On 'the other hand it is only the richer and the middle class people 
'who are able to consume wheat. 

(No reply.) 

j " ’Lower Prices of Paddy and Rice in Madras Presidency. 

523. *Prof. N. G. Eanga: Will the Honourable the Food Member be pleased 
to state : 

(a) whether it is not the policy of Government to protect the interests of 
paddy producers against any low prices imposed upon them by the local factory 
owners and other merchants; 

- (b) whether it is not a fact that the prices of paddy have gone down in 
Histna District from the ceiling price of Rs. 10-8-0 to Rs. 9-8-0 now prevailing 
in the villages ; 

(c) whether there has grown to he a difference of Rs. 2 to Rs. 3 per bag 
between the prices of paddy and corresponding quantities of rice; and 

(d) whcllier Government propose to take steps to fix a minimum price wh’ch 
maynot be lower than Rs. 10-8-0, and a ceding price of Rs. 12 per bag and to 
give full option to peasants to supplv to Government and cooperative stores 
-either pnddv or rice and -to make the ceiling price as the price to prevail through- 

‘•out the year? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava; An enquiry has been made 
from' the Madras Government and the information will be laid on the table of 
the House when received. 

/ 

Prof. N. G. Eanga: Will Government consider the advisability of establish - 
ing a price, whether it is ceihng or medium or whatever it is, and see that at 
that price paddy is purchased bv their officers as well as the general public? 
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The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Well, Sir, I will jnake a 'flute-' 
of that. ' , 

Rich and Paddy destroyed by Government in North Bihar 

537. "Sardar Mangal Singh: Will the Honourable tire Pood Member please 
state : . ~ P 

(a) whether his attention has been drawn to a press interview of Mr. E. G. 
.Ansouge, Food adviser to the Bihar Government, published at page 2, Column 
4, of the Hindustan Times, dated the Sth February, 1945*; 

(b) whether it is a lact. as stated therein that a large quantity of rice and 
paddy had been destroyed by the Government in North Bihar; 

(c) who purchased this grain, from, where, when, and at wlidt price; who 
examined it and passed it as fit and when (please give full details); and 

(d) whether Government have made any enquiries 'about "this -matter and! 
what action they have tjilcen or contemplate to take in this matter so as to pre- 
vent its recurrence? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) Yes.' 

(b) to (d). A full statement of facts was given by the Honourable Mr. B.~E1 
Sen, Director General of "Food in .the Council of State on the 15th November,. 
1944. A copy of. the statement is placed on the Library table. 

• Certain Order, of the Rationing Controller, Delhi 

542. "‘‘Sardar Mangal Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Food Member 
phase state if his 'attention has been drawn to the issue of the Daily Taj, dated 
the 2nd February, 1945,' giving news about tbe, circulation -of an order by tlie 
Rationing Controller, Delhi, requiring every “establishment” holding ration 
permits to deposit security either in cash or in tbe shape of National Saving 
Certificates not later than -the 10th February, 1945, and to sign an agreement 
on a one rupee judicial stamp, which agreement is not enclosed with the said 
order- although it is written in the said order that the agreement is appended, 
herewith ' * 

(b) Is he aware of the public opinion regarding the validity of the order 
referred to in part (a) above? 

(c) Will he please state the action that he proposes to take against this, 

order ? - ■ . . , , 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: "(a) Yes. 

(b) I have seen some criticism in the press. , 

(c) The matter is under examination. 

.Rice and Wheat supplied to Bengal Government for Calcutta 

554. .Hffr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya: (a) Will the Honourable the- 
Food Member be pleased to state the total quantity of rice and wheat 
supplied by the Central Food Supply Department' to the Bengal Government 
for supply to Calcutta proper and industrial centres attached to Calcutta fix- 
1943-44 and at what price? 

(b) Will the Honourable Member he pleased to state the total quantity of 
pus and aman paddy purchased and made into rice or rice purchased by the- 
Government of Bengal in 1943-44 and at what price? 

(c) What surplus was left after a year’s consumption by Calcutta consumer 
and Bengal consumer of rice at the end of December, 1944? 

(d) What is the quantity of aman rice, purchased by the Government of' 
Bengal in January and up to the 15th Februarv, 1945? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad 'Srivastava: (a) Supplies of rice and wheat 
to Bengal arranged by the Central Government were as follow? : 

235.470 tons of rice between 1st November 1943 and 2nd November 1944: 
and 469 127 tons of wheat between 1st Auril 1943 and 30th April 1944 T 
.regret that T cannot undertake the compilation of a statement of prices, as; 
these varied considerably according to the season and the source of supply 
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(b) The total quantity, in terms o £ rice, purchased by the Bengal Govern- 
ment during 1944 was over a million tons. Details about the varieties purchas- 
ed and the prices are not available. 

(c) The total stocks in the hands of the Bengal Government at the end of 
1944 was over half a million tons. 

(d) The Honourable Member will appreciate that it is not in the public 
interest to disclose this information at this stage in the season. 

Disposal of Surplus Bice with Bengal Government 

555. *Mr. Amarendra Hath Chattopadhyaya: (a) Is the Honourable the 
Food Member aware of the fact that the Government of Bengal is in a position 
and desire to export the surplus rice out of India, if permitted? 

(b) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to state if rice or paddy in 
mofu&sil has been purchased by the Government of Bengal at the rate of Bs. 4 
and Bs. 5 per rnaund, at the most? If so, does he propose to reduce the price 
of rationed rice from Bs. 16-4-0 to Bs. 9 from the next month? 

(c) What steps is the Honourable Member contemplating to take to reduce 
the price of rice all over Bengal and does he propose to fix the price according 
to the qualify of rice? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) The answer is in the , 
negative. 

(b) and (c). I am not aware that purchases have been made at the price 
quoted. The issue prices of certain coarse varieties of udee have already been 
greatly reduced and the quest'on of fixing prices according to quality is under 
consideration. 

Bemoval of the Sign Board "of the “National Herald” 

559. *Mr. Sri Fralrasa: Will the Honourable the Food Member please state : 

(a) if the Begional Food Controller of, Lucknow has his office in the same 
building at Lucknow as (he Associated Journals, Limited, the proprietors of the 
National Herald; 

C b ') if ■'the Food Controller asked the Sign Board of the National Herald to be 
removed ; 

(e) if it was pointed out to him that under the Indian Companies Act, it 
was essential for a company to have such a board on its premises; 

(d) if the provisions of the Defence of India Buies were used in order to 
requisition more rooms in the said building and get the Notice Board removed; 

(e) if Government will inquire whether these rooms were needed for the 
Food Controller’s Office; and 

(f) if they propose the delivering back of the rooms and the putting up of 
'the Sign Board? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a), (b), (c) and (d). The 
Government of India have no information. 

(e) and (f). The Begional Food Controller is an officer of the Provincial 
Government, and not of my Department. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: May I know if the Government have called for informa- 
tion after this question was received? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: No, Sir. We have no con- 
cern in the matter. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa: May I take it that as the Department does not function in 
the Province at all? Is it not a fact that the Provincial 'authorities derive all 
their authority from the Honourable Member? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: No, Sir. 
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Meat Dehydration Factories 

655. *Sardar Mangal Singh.: Will the Honourable the Food Member please 
state : 

(a) the number of meat dehydrating factories in Ind.a together with the 
names of places where they are situated : 

(b) how many of them are for jhalka meat together with the names of 
places where they are situated; 

(c) whether the process of dehydration has proved to be a success in this 
country, and how much dehydrated meat has been found so far to be unfit for 
human consumption from the various factories ; and 

(d) whether it is a fact that some factories have been closed after some 
time; if so, how many and which of them? 


Mr. R. H. Hutchings: (a) There are nine meat dehydration factories in 
operation or under construction in India, situated at Madras, Bahipet, Ananta- 
pur, Poona, Patna, Delhi, Agra, Amritsar and N owsh era (N.-W. 1 ? . P.). 

(b) Of these, four are- Jhatka meat factories situated at Madras, Iianipet, 
Poona and Amritsar, v 


(c) (i) The process of dehydration of meat has proved successful in this 
country. 

(ii) Only a quantity of 31 tons, produced at the Amritsar meat factory in 
1943, was found later to be unfit for the Defence - Forces. 

(d) Only one factory has been temporarily closed for remodelling. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: I s all this deli\drated meat 'used by the army 
or is a part of it consumed by the civilian population also? 

Mr. R. H. Hutchings: I am not aware of that. 

Sardar Mangal Singh: Are these factories Government-owned and operated • 
or are they given to contractors? 

Mr. R. H. Hutchings: New ones are all Government-owned and operated. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum Is the Honourable' Member aware that the factory at 
Nowshera has brought about a great increase in the price of meat in the N.-W. 
F. P, where it is an ordinary article of food? 

Mr. R. H. Hutchings: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: Is the Honourable Member aware that after this 
factory was set up the price of meat has gone up to something like Es. 2-4-0 to 
Bs. 2-8-0 a seer? 

Mr. R. H. Hutchings: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: In view of the hardship involved to the Frontier people, 
will the Honourable Member consider the question of removing this factory to 
some other province where the people are mostly vegetarians? 

■ (No reply jwas given.) 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: Is the Honourable Member aware that great 
hardship is caused to the civilian population, on account of these dehydration 
factories, by raising the price of meat? Even in Delhi where the price was only 
six annas a seer it is now Es. 1-8-0. , 

Mr. R. H. Hutchings: I submit that whether that is due .to the dehydration 
factories is a matter of opinion; my own opinion is that it' is not entirely due to 


Informal Rationing in Districts of Madras Presidency 


* 657 - SMr - T- S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: Will 
Member please state : 


the Honourable the. Food 
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(b) whether it is true that in such rationing, while Government will take 
away all surplus grain from the producers do not guarantee its supply to them 
throughout the year? 

Mr. R. H. Hutchings: (a) Yes. 

(b) Since the surplus only is taken r the question of its return later in the 
year does not 'arise. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: Are Government aware that under this 
scheme the agriculturists are provided only for three months and not for the 
whole year? 

Mr. a. H. Hutchings: No, Sir, I am not aware of that. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: May I know if it is a part of the in- 
formal rationing? Surely he must be aware of. that. 

Mr. R. H. Hutchings: The scheme is that the surplus is taken; that is to - 
say, Government leave with the producer what they 'consider to be necessary 
for him for the remainder of the year. If the producer does not produce enough'' 
for himself, not only is the stuff not taken from him but arrangements are made' 
to supply him with the grain he needs. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar; Will he consider this matter that if the 
provision made for him is only for three months Government should amend it so 
that a whole year’s provision may be left for him? 

Mr. R. H. Hutchings: I will bring that to the notice of the Government of 
Madras. 

»• Prof. N. G. Rahga: Wliat is the distinction between informal rationing and 
compulsory rationing? 

Mr. R. H. Hutchings: There is very little distinction in practice except that 
in formal rationing Government undertake a statutory obligation to provide the 
ration. In informal rationing they are under no statutory obligation to provide 
a specified amount of ration. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: How is the quantity to be allotted to the peasant? Is 
it the same as in the case of other people or is it something else? 

Mr. R. H. Hutchings: As to the method of calculation in Madras I would 
refer the Honourable Member to the report of "the Honourable Mr. Somerset 
Butler on this subject, a copy of which is in the Library. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: Will the Honourable Member supply 
me with a-copy? 

Mr. R. H. Hutchings: 3 shall be happy to do so. 

Unit of Foodgrains Rationing in Tillages 
65S. *Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: Will the Honourable the Food 
Member please state-: 

(a) whether a ration of one lb. per individual is calculated for rationing 
foodgrains in villages; whether it refers to rice only or all foodgrains; 

(b) whether he has received any representations from any Government or 

otherwise that one lb. of grains is absolutely insufficient for peasants and others 
working on the fields; and _ _ . 

(c) whether he proposes to consider the .advisability of increasmg this by 
another half a pound at least to producers of foodgrains, when calculations are 
made with reference to taking on the surplus grain from them? 

Mr. R. H. Hutchings: (a) A one lb. ration means one lb. of all the cereals, 
included in the group ration. Where, however, rice only is rationed it means 
one lb. of rice. 

(b) One such representation has been received but not from any Government. 

(c) The Government of India have already advised Provincial Governments 
to be generous in estimating tbe quantity of foodgrains which a producer should 
be allowed to retain for his own consumption. 
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Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: Have they recommended any rate in the 
matter of generosity? 

Mr. R. H. Hutchings: We have not laid down a rate from the Centre, but 
I understand that in Madras the practice is to give one pound. 

Ml. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: In view of the fact that Madias is a 
deficit province and rice is to be supplied by the Government of India to meet 
the deficit, is the Honourable Member aware that they cannot increase it^ unless 
the Government of India undertake to supply the extra amount required. 

Mr. It. H. Hutchings: Yes, Sir, we shall do our best to supply whatever 
the Madras Government ask us to supply. 

Mr, T. S. Ayinashilingam Chettiar: Have Government received any repre- 
sentations from the Madras Government as to the extra amount necessary 
•beyond this one pound? 

Mr, R. E. Hutchings : No, Sir, not so far. 

Mr. Eooseinbhoy A. Lalljee: What is the rice ration in Bengal per individual? 

Mr. R. H. Hutchings: In Calcutta it is eight pounds per week. 

Savings in Poopgrains of Surplus Areas due to ^Rationing System 
+3ar<lar Mangal Singh: Will the Honourable the Pood Member please' 

state : 

(a) whether there has been any saving in the foodgrains by the introduction 
of rationing system in the surplus areas like the Punjab and the United- Pro- 
vinces! and 

(b) whether Government are aware -that in rationed towns wheat or atta- is 
sold at a higher price and is of comparatively worse quality than that sold in 
non-rationed towns ? 

Mr. R. H. Hutchings: (a) Yes, but the United Provinces was not a surplus 
province last year. 

(b) No Sir,, not as a general rule. 

Sardar Mangal Singh: Gan the Honourable Member give me any -idea as to 
how much grain has been saved? . J 

Mr. R. H. Hutchings: It is impossible to calculate that. 

Sardar Mangal Singh: May I know whether the, Punjab Government has 
represented to the Government of India that rationing is not necessarv in that 


Mr. R. H. Hutchings: They did represent but they have undertaken to carry 
out rationing in the Punjab. ’ 

• i' 1 ’’ T '? adr l Dutt Pande: Is it not a fact that there is a shortage of wheat 
in the United Provinces which used to be a surplus province? What is the 
reason for that? 


_ Mr. R. H. Hutchings: There is a shortage of wheat in the United Provinces 
tins year, and that was due to the loss of nearly 500,000 tons of wheat in the 
last u eek of March and the first week of April last year. The reason of the loss 
was climatic conditions. 


tt - G ‘ Ran§a: , Is this food rationing- applied to all the towns in the 

united Provinces or only to some principal towns? 

Mr. R. H. Hutchings: It is.-not applied to all- the towns, but it applies to a 
very great many of them. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: May I know briefly by what process the Honourable 
-Member has arrived at this exact figure of 500,000 tons? 

cerned B ‘ ^ HutCMllgS : 0n the estimate of the Provincial Governments con- 

fields 1 '' Sn Pral!:aSa: I)id this loss take P Iace in Government godownsor in the 
(No answer was given by ¥r. Hutchings.) 
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Sir Cov/asjee Jehangir: Of course in the fields, due to climatic conditions. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa: The loss can be in the godowns also due to climatic condi- 
tions because the Government are most careless about their godowns. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next question. 

Price of imported Wheat at Calcutta, Bombay, etc. 

665. ardor Mangal Singh: Will the Honourable the Food Member please 
state : 

(a) the cost price and the market price of the imported wheat at Calcutta, 
Bombay, Karachi and Delhi ; and 

(b) whether the Government, of India make any profit out of it, if so, to 
what extent? 

Mr. R. H. Hutchings: (a) The present price of imported wheat at Calcutta, 
Bombay and Karachi is Bs. 9-3-0 per maund ecr-Port Trust Transit Shed 
which is a ‘pool price’ based on the actuals for cost and freight to India, the 
estimated cost of clearing and bagging and a charge to cover Marine and War 
risk- insurance. There is no "market price’’ for imported wheat at these places, 
as f the towns are rationed and wheat is a controlled commodity. No imported 
wheat has so far been received in Delhi. 

(b) The Government of India are not making any profit nut of the import of 
foodgrains. 

Sardar Mangal Singh: What is- the actual cost price of imported wheat in 
these towns? 

Mr. it. H. Hutchings: In the ease of Australian wheat up till last October 
it was Ks. 7/5 per maund. Since then the cost of Australian wheat has risen 
slightly .and it is now Rs. 8/6 per maund. 

Prof. N. G. Banga: Is any of the Provincial Governments making any 
profit ? 

1 Mr. B. H. Hutchings: Not to my knowledge. 

Mr) E. L. G. Gwilt: Has the Honourable Member any information as to 
what is the F. O. B. price.of Australian wheat? 

Mr. B.. H. Hutchings: I have some information but I would not like to give 
a categorical answer without notice, I think it is between Bs. 3 and Bs. 4. 

Prof. N. G. Banga: Is it the policy of the Government to push down the 
price of rice and wheat in India by importing Australian wheat at such a low 
price ? 

Mr. B. H. Hutchings: No', Sir. 

Damaged Foodgrains 

663. * Sardar Mangal Singh: Will the Honourable the Food Member please 
state : 

(a) how much foodgrains had been damaged all over India during 1944; and 
J (b) whether these foodgrains were put in 'Government Stores, or were lying 
with licensed dealers ? 

Mr. B. H. Hutchings: (a) and (b). Complete information is not available with 
the Government of India. 

Mr. Sri jPrakasa: May I know with reference to the Honourable Member s 
reply to part (a), whether this damage is in Government godowns also or only 
in open fields? 

Mr. B. H. Hutchings: I have said that complete information is unfortu- 
nately not readily available. 

Mr. K. G. Neogy: Will the Honourable "Member please make a statement on 
the basis of whatever information, complete or incomplete that there may be 
at the disposal of the Government? 
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Mr. R. H. Hutchings: No, Sir. 1 must ask for notice. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa: In view of tlie fact that enormous masses of foodgrains are 
ruined in Government godowns, will the Honourable Member please instruct 
the Provincial Governments to be more careful about their storage? 

Mr. R. H. Hutchings: I have already done so. 

Mr, Sri Prakasa: What reply has he received from the Provincial Govern- 
ments to this ? 

Mr. R. H. Hutchings: A]1 the Provincial Governments are actively engaged 
on improving their storage. > 

Scarcity of Food in Bihar 

673. *Prof. N. G. Ranga: Will the Honourable the Food' Member be pleased 
-to state: 

(a) if it is not a fact that Mr. Biswanath Das, the former Premier of Orissa, 
has stated in a press statement, dated the 29th January, that “severe distress 
was prevailing in Orissa which was in no way lesser than that of Bengal’’; 

(b) the Districts in which real scarcity of food supplies prevails, and to what 

■extent ; ' ' 

(o) whether there have been deaths during 1944 due to destitution or special 
incidence of epidemics due to malnutrition; 

(d) whether the Government of Orissa has asked for any supplies of rice and 

wheat from other Provinces ; ^ 

(e) what assistance has been rendered by the Central Government to alle- 
viate the distress of Orissa; and 

(f) the plans of both the Central and Provincial Governments to assure 
■Orissa adequacy and regularity of food supply during 1945? 

Mr. R. H. Hutchings: (a) I have seen a news paper report to that effect. 

(b) The Orissa Government report that there is at present* no scarcity of 
food in any district. 

(c) There were no deaths due to destitution in 1944. There was a slight' 
Increase in deaths due to cholera, small-pox, fever, dysentery and diarrhoea in 
the first half of 1944, as compared with the corresponding part of 1943 and 
-the quinquennial average for the , 5 ears 1938-42. It is. however, difficult to say. 
definitely how far this increase can be ascribed to malnutrition. There was a 
•decrease in the number of deaths from the same causes in the latter half of 1944 
compared with the latter half of 1943. 

(d) and (e) The Government of Orissa have riot asked for any supplies of 
rice, in which grain they hqve declared themselves to be surplus- As regards 
•wheat, the Government of Orissa asked for 9,500 tons, which has been allotted 
to them in full. 

(f) The Provincial Government’s scheme of procurement of rice and paddy, 
-and its distribution at controlled rates in deficit areas is sufficient to ensure 
•adequacy and regularity of food supplies. 

prof. N. G. Ranga: Is it not a fact that a responsible officer of the Food 
Department of the Government of India visited this area early in December lost 
and if so, 'what was his report? 

Mr. Tt. "H. Hutchings: I have given the answer as to the facts of the ques- 
tion as already stated. 

Prof. N, G. Ranga: Will the Honourable Member consider the advisability 
of sending an officer to go to the area and ascertain ,for himself whether really 
scarcity conditions do not prevail in the Ganjam District of Orissa. 

Mr. H. H. Hutchings: I will try to pay a visit myself as early as possible. 

Mr. T. S. Avlnashilingam ,Chettiar: May I know whether the report of the 
Special Officer as well as the report of the Government of Orissa are identical 
In this matter? 

Mr. R. H. Hutchings: Yes, Sir, they are. 
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Pood Advisory Councils 

674. *Prof. Iff. G-. Ranga: Will the Honourable the Pood Member be pleased 
to state : 

(aj on what basis the present Pood Advisory Councils are being appointed 
in different Provinces; 

(b) whether it is proposed to drop the principle of nomination, to invite the 
■organisations of peasants and agricultural workers and land-holders vho are 
actually interested in cultivation, and to provide the majority of seats on such 
Pood Councils to agriculturists and other villages ; 

(c) for what terms these Councils are constituted; 

(d) whether Government propose to reconstitute these Councils on more 
popular basis with greater representation -for agriculturists and rural public; 

(e) in how many Provinces such Councils now exist and function ; and 

(f) what their functions are? 

Mr. It. H. Hutchings: (a), (e) and (f). Pood Advisory Councils or similar 
bodies, have been set up by ten Provincial Governments, in order to associate 
non-official public opinion with ^ the work of their Pood administration. The 
composition of these bodies varies; their function is mainly advisory. 

(b) and (d). The composition of these councils is for the respective Pro- 
vincial Governments to decide 

(c) The Government of India have no information. 

Prof. N. G. Eanga: Is it not a fact that Government have given an assurance 
on the floor of this House during the last debate on Pood to the effect that they 
will recommend to the Provincial Governments to see that these Pood Councils 
are so constituted that agricultural producers are given sufficient and satisfactory 
representation ? 

7 Mr. E. H. Hutchings: I do not think that we give special preference to 
agricultural producers but we certainly have, given an assurance that it is our 
policy to encourage the constitution of such councils. 

Prof. Iff. G. Ranga: Will the Honourable Member suggest to the Provincial 
Governments that they should see that their Food Councils are made as re- 
presentative as possible, particularly ol peasants? 

Mr. E. H. Hutchings: Yes, Sir, I will make that suggestion to Provincial 
Governments. — > 

Mr. Iff, M. Joshi: May I know whether Government will also consider the 
question of making the Central Food Advisory Council more representative than 
it is to'day and whether they will put upon it a representative of the All-India 
Trade Union Congress? 

Mr. E. H. Hutchings: I will give consideration to that suggestion 


(b) WHITTEN- ANSWERS 
■ , Butler Report 

675. *-Prof. Iff. G. Eanga: Will the Honourable the Food Member be pleased 
to state : 

(a) if it is proposed to publish Mr. Butler’s report on Government Pood 
Procurement ; 

(b) if he is prepared to supply a copy of that report to members of this 
House ; and 

(c) what the conclusions drawn by Government and the recent All-India 
Hood Conference on that report are? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) and (b). The Honourable 
Bomerset Butler’s report has been published, and cop ; es have been placed in 
the Library. 
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(c) The attention of' the Honourable Member is drawn to the resolutions 
passed by the 5th All-India Food Conference, copies of which were placed on 
the table of the House along with the Memorandum on the Food Situation in 
India, at the beginning of the Session. 

Compulsory Consumption of Wheat in Rationed Towns 

678. *Prof. N. G. Iianga: Will the Honourable the Food Member be pleased 
to state the reasons for imposing compulsory consumption of wheat in all' 
rationed towns up to a prescribed extent even though such towns happen to be 
in surplus or self-sufficient districts? 

The Hnourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) The Honourable Member 
is presumably referring only to the Madras Province. The object is to secure 
an equitable distribution of rice and millets, in which the province as a whole 
is deficit, while providing a total cereal ration which meets the minimum 
requirements. 

Food Procurement Staff ' 

677. "Prof. N. G. Ranga: Will the Honourable the Food Member be pleased 
to state : ’ 

(a) whether it is not a fact — (i) that the Food Procurement -Staff are in-, 
dulging in muea si dm, (ii) that there is much corruption in their work, (iii) that 
they are harassing. ignorant peasants, (iv) that they are favouring factory owners, 
merchants as against peasants, and (v) that Mr. Butler has also complained of 
the mis-behaviour of these officers; ' 

( what steps Government propose to take in order- to inspect the activities 
of their Food Procurement Officers, and to see that they carry on their duties 
in the interests of bath producers and consumers and in close consultation with 
the Local Food Advisory Councils ; and 

( ( e ) whether Government propose to consider the 'advisability of constituting 
a Food Procurement Inspection Directorate” in addition to their proposed 
-Directorates for storage and inspection? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) and (b). I am not res- 
ponsible for the conduct of the servants of Provincial Adminislrations whose 
duty it is to procure foodgrains. I am aware that ‘ corruption exists, but I 
am not prepared to lend my authority to wholesale allegations of the kind set 
forth in the Honourable Member's question. 

As to the steps which I have taken to combat bribery and corruption, the 
Honourable Member is invited to study the answer given to parts (a) (ii) and 
’ 1945 ° f Mr ' Abdul Qa ‘y um ’ s starred question No. 296 on the 16th of February 

(c) No, Sir. 


POSTPONED STARRED QUESTION AND ANSWER 
Written Answer 

( Postponed from February 21, 1945) 

SA , D i sp ° s ^ 1 ‘ OF SunPLTJS Kic e with Bengal Government 
be pfaWd £ ate W "' H '. e “• *** Member 

or .S a l ^ketker agreement has been arrived at between the Central Government 
acquired ^ "aurpbis” rice 
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the Bengal Government. Certain agreed conclusions have been reached, aiuL 
action taken to implement them. ~ 

> (b) The Bengal Government’s arrangements for purchasing rice and paddy 

were decided in consultation with_the Government of India, who will continue 
to be in the closest touch with the Provincial Government in their execution of. 
the plan. 

(c) The Government of India have -suggested -and the Bengal Government 
have agreed that a substantial proportion of future purchases .should be stored, 
as paddy. 


Thursday, 8th March,' 1945 

Disparities in Prices of Ground Nuts, Ground Nut Kernel, etc. 

829. *Prof. IT. G. Ranga: Will the Honourable Member for Pood be pleased, 
to state : 

(a) if it is not a fact — 

(i) that great disparities prevail in the prices of groundnuts, groundnut 
kernel and oil and cake in the different markets of the country; 

(ii) that such disparities are independent of the differing costs of transport- 
damaged of the produce in transit; and 

(iii) that such disparities are caused mostly by the un-co-ordinated and non- 
planned fixation of prices both in the supply and consumption centres ; and 

(b) whether Government propose to re-examine the whole basis on which 
such prices are fixed, and margins for various profits of middlemen are allowed, 
with a view to bring about a smaller inequality in the ranges of prices allowed' 
to He paid to the producers and to be charged to the consumers, after makrng 
allowances for transport and such, other incidental expenses? 

r 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) and (b). I am aware that- 
disparities in the prices of groundnuts and groundnut by-products exist. The 
Honourable Member will realise that several Departments of Government are 
interested in the matter, and the whole question of securing improved co-ordina- 
tion is now being actually examined. 

Muslim Officers in Offices of Regional Food Commissioner, etc. 

832. *Mr. H. M. Abdullah: (a) Will the Honourable the Food Member 
please state the total number of Gazetted posts in the offices of the Regional 
Food Commissioner and Sugar Controller qf India, and the number of Muslims 
therein ? 

(b) Is it a fact that there is not a single Muslim officer holding the posts of 
Regional Food Commissioner, Deputy Regional Food Commissioner or of officers 
dealing with sugar control in India? If so, why? 

(e) Were any of these posts ^advertised, and were any steps taken to recruit 
suitable Muslims in these posts? If not, whv not? 

(d) Do Government now propose to appoint suitable Muslims on these posts? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) A statement giving the 
neeessarv informat'on is. laid on the table. 

(b) Yes. One of the posts of 'Regional ~Food Commissioner was originally 
held by a Muslim but the post was later abolished. 

A Muslim officer has been selected for the post of Deputv Revional Food 
Commissioner, Bombay, and he is expected to take up diis duties on the 13th 
March, 1945. 

( c ) None of the posts of [Regional Food Commissioner nor anv connected 
with sugar control was advertised. The posts of Deputv [Regional Food Com- 
missioner for the Bombav and North West Regions were, however advertised, 
Applications were also invited from- the Associated Chambers of Commerce of 
India and the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce, and Industry and; 
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■fclie Muslim Chamber of Commerce for the posts of Deputy and Assistant 
Regional Rood Commissioners. Tile claims of k every candidate were carefully 
considered and the best were selected. • Thera were very few Muslim candidates. 

(d) X cannot undertake to recruit to these posts on -a communal bas s, but 
I will certainly appoint Muslim Officers io any vacancies for which suitable 
Muslim candidates are forthcoming. 


Statement ■ ' 

Namo Number of posts _ Number of Muslims 

(1) Offico of the Regional Food- 21 • 2 

Comnrssionors' ' . - 

(2) Office of tbe Sugar Controller . 8 Nil 

for Indio. ' 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: How many Regional Rood Comm’ssioners 
•are there in India? • . . 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad. Srivastava: Rive, I think. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: And the Honourable Member says that out 
•of these five there is not even one Muslim? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: There is no Muslim. 

Seth Yusoof Abdoola Haroon: Why, was not the post' of -Deputy .Regional 
•Commissioner advertised? • ‘ 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I said it was advertised. - - 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Was the gentleman appointed as Regional Commis- 
sioner in Bombay a colliery manager in Calcutta wbo knew nothing either about 
iood or about Bombay? ■ ' • 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I shall require notice; he 
was appointed before my time. ' 

Sir. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Does the Honourable Member propose to 
.give to this House the qualifications -of all these five Regional Rood Commis- 
sioners and the basis of tbeir selection in preference to others? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Yes, if my Honourable friend 
will table a question. 


Mr. E. E. 

■Commissioner 
•officer ? 


re * el ' euce to the question' asked about tbe Regional 
ot Bombay, has he r.ot .proved an extremely ■ effective and efficient 


The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Yes. Sir. 

> M ‘ Ghiasuddin: What are the different communities to which these 
■five Regional Commissioners, belong? . - , . 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I shall reqwre notice of that. 

Muslim Contractors in Rood Department 

the^ fc January iglf and^the by tbe Fpod department on 

'Contractors - " ’ °- nd the Va ‘ Ue of coat ^cts placed with Muslim 

•on ft? ( “ ) Ab fr‘ 500 co„t™e tora ar, 

-of them are Muslims° became conffiac Jna 1S fi n0t P racfcicable to state how many 
munity-wise. The names of ^ the firm ™ h ? Ve not been classified com- 

dmetors and upto date information re“nrffin"°th e md? tb * rellg ’° n of the P»- 
^ot maintained. - ° P ar ^ners m particular firms is 

lb) No contracts were placed on the 1st- January, 1945. ' 
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(c) In placing contracts no distinction or discrimination is made between 
Muslim and Non-Muslim firms. Contracts are now being placed, as far as 
possible, after inviting tenders. 

Seth Yusoof Abdoola Haroon: Is it a fact that the names of the conti actors 
and their partners are asked when a contract is given? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Not always; if the firm is well 
known it is not necessary. It is only when we do not know the credentials of 
the firm that we ask them for the names of the partners. 

Seth Yusoof Abdoola Earoon: If the firm is well known the names of the- 
partners are also well known to the Department? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Not necessarily. For example, 

I do not know who the partners of my Honourable friend’s firm are. 

Seth Yusoof Abdoola Haroon: I think I did supply the names. 

Mr. H. A. Sathar H. Essak Sait: In view of the widespread complaint that 
Muslims do not get sufficient contracts, will the Honourable Member see that 
in future Muslim firms and Muslim contractors are at least given sufficient 
scope to apply for these contracts? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I wish to assure my Hon- 
ourable friend that I 'will personally look into this as I do not want that there 
•should be a complaint among Mussulmans that they have not been farly 
"treated by the Department. 

Appointment of Offices on Special Duty (Administration) in Food Depart - 
• ment 

834. =*Mr. H. M. Abdullah: (a) Will the Honourable the Food Member 
please state if an officer on special duty for administration has recently been 
.•appointed in the Food Department, and what his duties are? 

(b) What are his qualifications and what is his age? Is he a retired person? 
If so, what was his pay at the time of retirement and what is his present pay? 

,(c) Was it riot possible to appoint a member of the existing staff on the job? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) Yes, since November 1944. 
His duties are similar to those of an Under Secretary in charge of the Admi- 
nistration Branch of the Food Department. He holds the substantive post of 
-an Assistant Secretary in the Department and is on deputation as Deputy 
■Secretary to the Famine Inquiry Commission. In addition to his duties with 
the Commission he was appointed as Officer on Special Duty in the Food 
"Department without any extra remuneration to suggest steps to be taken for 
improving office efficiency generally. 

(b) His age is 58, and he is a retired Officer of the Government of India. 
His present pay as Deputy Secretary in the Famine Inquiry Commission is 
Tts. 1,300 per month. 

■ (c) The Officer in question was a member of the existing staff in the Food 

Department prior to his deputation to the Famine Inquiry Commission and he 
•will be reverting to the Department on completion of the Commission’s work. • 

■Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon: Does he draw any other allowances? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: This salary is inclusive of the 
pension. 

Superior Secretariat Staff of the Famine Enquiry Commission 

835. *Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazl-i-Haq Piracha: (a) Will the Honourable 
'the Food Member please state" whether the Superior Secretariat Staff of fhe 
Famine Enquiry Commission consists of a Secretarv, a Joint Secretary and a 

Deputy Secretary? What are the qualifications of the incumbents and what 
are their duties? 

(b) Is it a fact that post of the Joint Secretary has recently been created? 

2f so, what was the special justification for the creation of this post? 
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(c) Is it a fact that the Deputy Secretary is not working on the drafting of 
the Commission’s report and is only in charge of general superv sion and ad- 
ministration of the staff of the Commission? 

(d) What is the number of staff of the Famine Enquiry Commission in the 
grades of ( 1 ) Superintendents, (ii) Assistants, and (iii) Clerks? How many, of 
them are Muslims and how many of them are Hindus specially Bengalis? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) and (c). Yes. The Secre- 
tary is an officer of the Indian Civil Service. The Joint Secretary was an Under- 
secretary in the Department of Commerce, and the Deputy Secretary was am 
Under Secretary, Department of Food, at the time of their appointment. The- 
Secretary and the Joint Secretary perform the usual Secretariat functions in res- 
pect of the work of a Commission. The Deputy Secietary assists the Secretary 
in controlling the establishment and funds and is specially in charge of making 
arrangements for the tours of the Commission. 

(b) No. This post was created about a month after the assembhng of the- 
Commission. 

(d) (i) Superintendents — 2, (ii)" Assistants— 22, and (iii) Division Clerks — 
12. Total— 86. - 

No. Muslim at present. 32 are Hindus, of whom 2 are Bengalees 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazl-i-Haq Piracha: Was there no qualified Muslim 
available to be appointed in this Department? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastav.1: Well, Sir, this is not a depart-' 
ment of the Food Department Most of the appointments have been made by 
the_ Commission themselves when they were in Calcutta, and thev had .to find 
their staff quickly. They got hold of the best men they could "get. It is a 
purely temporary thing. - ~ 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: DM the Honourable Member draw the* 
attention of the Commission to observe the communal ratio? •* 

do To 6 H ° noUrable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: No, and I do not propose to* 

. ^ r ' Ghiasuddin: Was the recruitment made in a manner that the offieer- 

m-cnarge went out and caught the first men he could get? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I was not there to witness it. 


(b) WRITTEN ANSWERS 

Muslim Officers of certain Grades in Food Department 

+ , S £ 6 - ;? /r han t Eahadur Shaikh Faz!-i-Haq Piracha: (a) Will the Honourable- 
t? he ?°°? S b f r pI f se , state thc number of officers in the followin'* vrades im 
the Food Department and the number of Muslims in each of these trades • 

£) Secretaries (u) Joint Secretaries, (iii) Deputy Secretaries, (iv) Officers- 

“ d SPMM 

(b) What is the method followed for the recruitment and promotion to the 
abovementioned posts, and who are the appomtiny or promoting authorities? 

Hn V o\ e Xno 7 t? StePS *** ^ i0 suitable Muslims * the* poS?' 

fabi? 6 KOnOUrabIe Sir JwaIa Eraaad Srivastava: (a) A statement is laid on the* 

fn f hi -i™ 0 f tTa 1 nts aM p romotions to the posts of Under Secretary and above 
m the Secretariat are made on the recommendations of the Selection Board oF 

f° f ? d S.' fl6d ™ th the approval of IBs Excellency the Governor 
General. Selection to the post of Assistant Secretary is marie litr i 

Se D“par a d al °” ^ recommendation of «« Staff Selection CommilteeTfi 

The posts of Advisers. Sneeial Officers and Officers on -n t- 

techmcal and appointments thereto are made by the Secretary with my approval! 
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except in the case of'officers on loan from His Majesty’s Government for ■whom 
the approval of His Excellency the Governor General is required. 

The claims of Muslim Officers have always been taken into account : 


■-Serial Number 

Statement 

Post 

Total Number 

Muslims 

(i) 

Secretary . 

1 

Nil 

(») 

Joint Secretary ..... 

2 

Nil 

(Hi) 

Deputy Secretary .... 

4 

Nil 

(ivj 

Officers on Special Duty 

2 

Nil 

(v) 

Advisers and Special Officers 

12 

1 

(Vi) 

Under Secretaries .. . , . 

4 

1 

(vii) 

Assistant Secretaries . • . . 

4 

Nil 


Food Department, Selection Committee 

837. *Shan Bahadur Shaikh Fazl-i-Eaq Piracha: (a) Will the Honourable 
the Pood Member please state whether there is a Select.on Committee in the 
Pood Department? 'How does it function and which of the officers constitute 
"this Committee? How many of them are Muslins? 

(b) In case there is no Muslim on this Committee, what are the reasons for 
that? Does the Honourable Member propose to see that a suitable number of 
Muslim officers is appointed on this Committee ? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) Appo : ntments and promo- 
tion to certain classes of Gazetted posts in Divisions II and III of the Pood. 
Department are referred,, to a Selection Committee. Their duty is to" make 
recommendations to the Secretary and to the Honourable Member. They pass 
no final orders. The committee consists of the following Officers : 

Chairman: Joint Secretary, D. P. in. 

Members: 1. Deputy Secretary (General) D. P. I. 

2. Chief Director of Purchase, D. F. III. 

Secretary: Assistant Secretary for Divisions I and II. 

A senior Officer'of the Section concerned in each ease is also co-opted as a 
Member. None of_ the permanent Members of the Selection Comm’ttee is at 
present a Muslim. 

(b) Members of the Committee hold office by virtue -of the post which they 
hold in the Department. It is not proposed to constitute the committee on a 
communal basis 

Muslim, Administration Officers in Pood Department 

838. JEhan Bahadur Shaikh Fazl-i-Haq Piracha: Will the Honouiable the 
Food Member please state the number and rank of the officers in charge of 
administrations in various Branches of the Pood Department? How many of 
them are Muslims ? If none, why have they been excluded from tliis Branch 
of work ? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (1) Mr. K. L. Punjabi, I.C S., 
Joint Secretary. 

(2) Mr. N. T. Mone, I.C.S., Deputy Secretary. 

(3) Mr. J. M. Bobo-Prabhu, I.C S., Deputy Secretary. 

(4) Mr. S. E. Maini, P.C.S., -Under Secretary. 

(5) Rai Bahadur D. N. Maitra, Officer on Special Duty. 

(6) Mr. N. C. Mukherji, Assistant Secretary. 

(7) Mr. A. E. DaCosta, Assistant Secretary. 

(8) Mr. T. S. Prishnamurthy , Assistant Secretary. 

(9) Mr. S. K. Sen, M.A., Assistant Secretary. 

It so happens that none of these officers is a Muslim. There is no ques- 
tion of any one being specially excluded. 
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Appointments and Promotions of Muslims in Food Department * 

£39. -Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazl-i-Haq Pirach'a: (a) Will the Honourable 
the Food Member please state the number of appointments made to the Gazetted, 
and non-Gazetted posts ill the Pood Department, and the. number and propor- 
tion of Muslims therein? 

(b) What is the number of promotions in the Gazetted and non-Gazetted 
posts and the number and proportion of Muslims therein 

(c) Is it a fact that Muslim representation in the services of the Food Depart- 

ment is below the. prescribed percentage? If so, why, and what steps do Gov- 
ernment propose to take to bring up the percentage of Muslims to the prescribed 
extent? ~~ 

The Honourable Sir Jwa’a Prasad Srivastava: (a) and (b). A statement is 
laid on the table of the House.' 

(e) The claims of the Muslims are kept constantly in view arid as is evident 
from -the statement their representation approximates closely to the required" 
standard. - - 


Statement showing number of appointments and promotions in the Gazetted and non-Gazetted 
staff in the Food Department and the proportion of Muslim*, therein — since the dale the 
presents Honourable McJnber toob over charge . 


1 

Number of 
appointments 
made since 

11 tli August 
• 194 i 

Number of" 
Muslims and 
their percen- 
tage 

Number of pro. 
motions since 

1 1th August 
1943 

Number of 
Muslims and 
their percen- 
tage 

Remarks 

Gazetted . • . 

137 

36 or 26 ‘ 2 per 
cent - 

41 

1 0 or 24 * 3 per 
cent. 

* 

Non-Gazetted (a) 

552 (b) 

123 or 22 2 per 
cent. 

134 

29 or 21'6 per 
cent. 



(a) This excludes appointments and promotions to non- gazetted posts in outstation office 
in regard to which the collection of details will involve time anti labour’ which will not be 
commensurate with the results. 

(b) 35 Muslims refused to accept appointments which were offered to them during this 

period. • - 


Purchases of Wheat for Government by Messrs. Owen Roberts 

840. ''Mr. Muhammad Hussain Choudhury: (a) Will the Honourable the 
hood Member please state if it i s a fact that Messrs. Owen Roberts were asked 
by Government to make heavy purchases of wheat in the year 1943? If so 
how much of wheat was purchased and of what value? 

(b) Is it a fact that large stocks of the purchased wheat, despatched to 
Delhi were unloaded m the Railway yard and in an open place and a consider- 
able portion of the wheat was damaged by rain? If so, what amount of wheat 
s damaged was declared unfit for human consumption 'and consequently 
destroyecLand what was its value? Was this amount written off? 

Avar 1)1(1 Govr ; mment rnalre enquiries about this damage? If not, why not? 
A e Government prepared to make enquiries now? 

Boberta i°Co“ M LM ® Jwala Srivastava: (a) During 1943 M/s Oven 

Bood Department aW TJS ton°s’"of tvW „} AS “' S d 

Rs. 12 crores. ' ’ ’ tons o t wheat of an approximate value of 

0Nce ( ss } of available sforag^' "capacity 6 i^ the Mils' ^ ^ “ 

wagons, bags containing about 2 7nn fen* „-b "A , ? , , V0ld detam,n ? railway 
in the open railway fend near «2? £ tf- ^ be tem Porari!y stocked 
maunds of wheat valued at Rc 7 S ' ® ldm ?- °nt of this quantity, 162 

be destroyed as uS fori ™* 0 b >' ™ to 

(c) After careful enquiry GovemmeT™ ‘ , was writteT1 off - 

this loss was unavoidable and that no individual wf s to blame ™ mstancee 
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> Purchases of dal, etc., for Government by Messrs. Owen Roberts 

841. *Mr. Muhammad Hussain Choudhury: (a) Will the Honourable the 
Pood Member please state if it is a fact- that about 5.000 bags of dal moong and. 
urd . purchased by Messrs. Owen Roberts in 1943-44 were found unfit for human 
consumption and were ordered to be buried? 

(b) if. so, was this quantity of dal purchased on account of Government? If 
so, under what order and of what date? Did Government before ordering 
the damaged dal to be- buried get that examined liv some experts, and who 
declared it unfit for human consumption? 

(c) Are Government aware that 5,000 bags of dal were actually buried? 
If so, where was it buried, and what were the expenses for digging the pits and 
getting the dal buried? 

(d) What was the amount of loss thus incurred by Government? Was an 
enquiry made by Government? If so, what was the result? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) and (c). The facts are not 
quite as stated by the Honourable Member. Out of a stock of over 36,000 bags- 
of moong and urd dal purchased by M/s. Owen Roberts & Co. Ltd., Lahore 
during the year 1943-44, 1,273 bags were rendered unfit for human consumption 
through damage by ram and were buried near the Military Grain Depot, Lahore. 
No expenditure on digging the pits was incurred as Grain Depot labour was 
employed for the purpose. 

(b) Yes this quantity forme4 part of the stocks at the Military Grain Depot 
purchased by agents on various' dates on behalf of Government. The damaged 
dal was examined by a Military expert, namely, the Assistant Inspector of Food- 
stuffs, who declared it unfit for human consumption. 

(cl) The value of the dal buried was Rs. 32.838-11-0. Investigation regard- 
ing liability for this loss is still proceedmg. 

I _ r 

Compensation given to Messrs. Modern Industries 

842. *Mr. Muhammad Hussain Choudhury : Will the Honourable the Food 
Member please state if the Food Department has given a compensation to 
Messrs. Modern industries of about 1£ lakh? What is this compensation for and 
who is responsible for this loss to Government? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Food Department have pa d 
Rs. 1,40,000 in full settlement of the claim of M/s. Modern Industr'es of Sahib- 
abad on account of alleged improper rejection bv the Inspectorate of Food- 
stuffs (Q. M. G. 's Branch) of dehydrated potatoes manufactured by the firm 
and alleged breach of contract on part of Government. The responsibility of 
the officers concerned "is under examination. 

Ghee supplied by Government Purchasing Agents in Madras 

,843. -Mr. Muhammad Hussain Choudhury: (a) Will the Honourable the 
■Food Member please state if it is a fact that ghee supplied by the Ghee Supply 
Company, Government Ghee Purchasing Agents in Madras, has been found 
unfit for consumption by the troops? If so, what is the amount of such s /hee 
and what is its value? 

(b) Who has paid for this ghee , and 'who will be responsible for the loss — 
Government or the contractor? 

(c) .If Government are to be responsible for the loss, why? Has an enquiry 
been made in the matter? If so, what is the result? 

' The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a), (b) and (c). The answer 
to the first part is in the negative. The rest does not arise. Government have 
made a provisional payment for quantities received from its agents. Final 
payment will be made according to the quantity accepted after processing. The 
question of loss does not arise. 
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Kibe in Price of Basmati Rice in New Delhi 

844. M. ^Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Will the Honourable the Pood 

Member please state : ' 

(a) wiiether the price of Basmati rice charged to ‘concession’ ration card 
dioklers has been raised from about Ks. 15 per maund to Rs. 21 per maund' 
■from this week, in New Delhi; 

(b) -if so, the reasons in full for raising the price of a necessary staple article; 

(c) whether the price of Begin i has been reduced by only one rupee per 
-maund with effect, from the same date; and, if so, the reason therefor; 

(d) -the amount of profits made on both these varieties of rice, if any, or the 

-loss incurred during the last six months ; * _ 

(e) . whether the staff employed at the time the scheme was started, ' is stdl 
being maintained at the same strength or at a reduced strength and the cost 
of the same as on the 1st! January, 1945; 

(f) whether, in view of newspaper reports that large stocks of rice are being 
held up in the Punjab, he proposes to see his way to reduce the prices of good 
qualities of rice to alteration card holders to pre-war level or a little above 
•■that; and 

(g) if the stocks of Begmi rice in New Delhi and Delhi are fairly heavy 
whether he will take early steps to send the same to places where rice is sorely 
needed, like places in South India? 

The '"Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) to (d) and (f). Supplies 
-of Basmati rice which is consumed by the wealthier classes in Delhi were 
unequal to the demand. It was decided to sell two qualities and encourage the 
offtake of Begmi rice by the poorer classes by a reduction in price of Rs. 1-3-0 
per maund. The prices of rationed grains arc so calculated as to ensure no 
profit and no loss to Government, and are revised from time to time as neces- 
sary. The enhanced 'Basmati price balances the reduced Begmi price having ~ 
regard to the relative quantities of each sort available for sale. 

(e) The staff originally sanctioned was 1,508. 700 temporarily engaged for 

writing ration cards -were discharged on the introduction, of rationing. The 
present establishment is 824. The cost of staff upto the end of January 1915 
has been estimated at Rs. 7,80,000. The figures as on 1st January 1945 are 
not available. " • • _ 

(g) The stocks of rice in "New Delhi and Delhi are no more than what is 
necessary to maintain the ration. No question of export from Delhi arises. 

Throwing away of Milk by -Milkmen in Bombay 

'846. -Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Will the Honourable the Food ' 
Member please state : 

(a) if bis attention has been drawn to the news that in Bombay large quan- 
tity of milk iv as thrown on the ground round about the Secretariat’ Buildings ; 

(b) what steps, if auy, are proposed to be taken for conserving milk, and 
regulating its_ supply in that city and elsewhere as a necessary article of food; 
and 

(c) whether Government have evolved a scheme for ensuring proper avail- 
ability of milk and augmenting its supply in cities and in rural areas as part 
of the “Grow More Food” campaign? 

. The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad' Srivastava: (a) Yes. 

(b) Several measures have already been taken. Slaughter of milch cattle 
has been banned. Subsidy is given to export dry cattle to breeding areas. Dry 
cattle and dairy farms have been established. Export of milk outside Bombay 
City and suburbs is banned. A scheme is being prepared to take cave of cows 
between lactation periods to prevent slaughter by the owners. Use of milk 
in ice cream is banned. Use of whole milk or of tinned milk in dry or liquid 
form or of cream or curd in articles other than tea, coffee, curds, ghee and 
butter is banned for distribution at a public place or for sale. Closure of 
restaurants and tea shops 'by 11 ’r.in. has been made compulsory to save food 
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including milk. Distribution of milk and milk products to more than 49 persons 
at or in connection with any function has been prohibited. 

A scheme prohibiting the use of whole milk by hotels, restaurants and tea 
shops has been introduced, supplying to them skimmed milk powder under per- 
mits, with a view to release whole fresh milk for distribution among priority 
consumers. 

A scheme for distribution of subsidised whole fresh milk to children and to 
expectant and nursing mothers on ration cards lias been introduced .- 

Elsewhere also many provinces and states have either adopted or propose 
to adopt some' or jill of the above measures -and including conservation of cattle 
feeds, abolition of octroi and other taxes on milk, and prohibition of the use 
of milk for industrial purposes. 

(c) The Government of, India have appointed officers to assist the Provinces 
in initiating schemes of milk supply to towns. The- Central Government have 
also promised Provincial Governments financial assistance for approved schemes. 

Meanwhile the following are some of the steps taken. . The slaughter of 
pregnant cows and cows in milk has been prohibited particularly all over India. 
The prices of cattle feeds and concentrates have been controlled in certain 'Pro- 
vinces in order to make them available to the owners of milch cattle at reasonable 
rates. Financial assistance in the form of interest-free loans has been given 
in one province to co-operative milk societies, and assistance in other forms has 
been given for the starting of dairies elsewhere. 


Tuesday, 13th March, 1945. 

' Famine in Kathiawar 

933. *Mr. Manu Subedar: (aj Has the attention of the Honourable the 
Food Member been drawn to the following: 

"Wadhwan, December 15, 1944: Kathiawar is in the grip of a food famine. 
Bajra costs as much as 11 rupees a maund. People have had to go without 
food for as long as three days at a stretch. — A.P. ( Sind Observer), Bombay 
Chronicle Weekly, February, 11, 1944, page 18”? 

(b) Is it a fact that famine conditions have shown themselves in Kathiawar 
and that food is both scarce and dear? 

(c) What steps have Government taken to supply additional food to the - 
Kathiawar States? 

(d) Have they received any representation from any of the States and from 
the Resident at Baroda on this subject? 

(e) Was Kathiawar a surplus Province as a whole, or a deficit area, before 
the war? 

(f) Where has the food from Kathiawar gone ? 

(g) Is it a fact that food exports have taken place at the hands of certain 
'States from Kathiawar? 

(h) Were these authorised or unauthorised? 

(i) Will Government -depute special officers to make an enquiry into the 
situation? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava : (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) Scarcity conditions have been reported. 

(?) ^ quota of 94,000 tons of foodgrains has been allotted to these Btates 

against 6,000 tons last year and action has been taken in consultation with 
the supplying areas, local authorities and railways to expedite movement. A 
sta lenient i3 placed on the table of the House. 

(d) The answer is in -the affirmative. 

(e) Kathiawar used to be deficit in wheat and rice and surplus in millets 
before the war. - 

(f) The scarcity is due to a failure of the millet crop. 

(£9 and (h). There have been movements of grain from that portion of 
Baroda Staff situated in Kathiawar 'to other parts of Baroda State. 
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No quest ion. .of authorisation arises regarding movements from one part of 
a state’s territory to another. 

(i) A high officer of the Department has already visited the area. 


Allotments to Ba'roda and IF. I. States under Babi and Kharij Plans 1944-45 

( in Tons) ' _ 

Declared Up to date . Despatches 
Surplus quotas Unallot- upto 22-2-45 

Namo of Area Foodgrain (4-) or ted Sur- Remarks 

Deficit • — plus 

J ( — ) Import Export To From 


W. I. States . Rice 

'. —20,902. 10;000 



5,133 

Millets 

. —122,213 56,754 



10,401 

Maize 

. Nil 290 



Nil 

Whoat 

—19,000 25,233 

700* 

. . 

23,855 

Gram . . 

—7,00 • 1,592 


. . 

N. A. 

Barley 

- 

•• 


•• 

Total 

. —169,115 93,869 

700 


V 39,389 


* *Kapla wheat. , 

Mr. Mami Subfidar: What effective steps have been taken by the Govern- 
ment in order to check hoarding by the little States in Kathiawar who are 
hoarding grain with a view to profiteering? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: We have been hard at them 
through the Political Department. 


Scarcity of- Milk and Milk Products 

951. -'Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Will 'the Honourable the Pood Member 
please state: 

(a) if he is aware of the importance of protective foods such as milk and milk 
products ; 


(b) if he is aware of the great scarcity of milk and milk products felt at 
present; if so. wbat measures, if any, have 'been taken by Government to 
■increase production of milk and its products in the last twelve months; and 

y J c) II al1 ' 7 products, such as ghee, are exported to countries outside 
India; it so, which are those countries? 


The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) Yes, Sir. 

‘ 0 5 ) The Honourable Member is referred .to the reply given to part (c) of 

Starred Question No. 846 by Mr. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar on the^th March 


(c) No, Sir. 


Prof. N . G. Ranga: Is it not a 
the consumption of the defence 
this country? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala 
on the 8th of March. 


fact that the large destruction of milch cattle for 
forces has affected the total supply o£ milk in 

Prasad ' Srivastava: I answered that question 


Prof. N. G. Ranga: What was vour answer? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad qritMvf-o™. t 
M ember was present in fee House ,h„n 1 replied to St “msS. 
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Prof. N. G.-Eanga: If the Honourable 'Member does not carry it in his 
htead, will be be good enough to read it out ? 

The ^Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: But it will take me time to 
look it up. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: In view of the fact that constant allega- 
tions have been made on the subject of milch cattle, have the Govern m ent of 
India ~niade any enquiries in the matter in order to ascertain that milch cattle 
is not being slaughtered? 

The Honourable Six Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Enquiries are being made 
constantly. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: What enquiries have they made and 
what is the result of those enquiries? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next question. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: Sir, he has not answered my question. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: May I know from the Honourable Member 
whether milk products are exported to other countries? 

. The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I have answered that in part (a) 
by saying: ‘No, Sir’. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next question. 

Licensed Salt Dealers in Bihar 

952. *Maultt Muhammad Abdul Ghani: Will the Honourable the Food 
Member please state : 

(a) the total number of licensed salt dealers in Bihar and the number of 
Muslim licensees as promised in his reply to the starred question No. 710, put 
by me on the 30th March, 1944, as it stood then, and also as it stands at 
present; and 

(b) whether he has given any relief to Muslims in Bihar in the grant of salt 
licenses particularly in the districts of North Bihar, if so, to what extent in the 
districts of Tirhut Division say : Saron, Champaran, Muzaffarpore and 
Darbhanga ? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) and (b). Information has 
been called for from the Bihar Government and their reply is still awaited. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: 1 Mav I know whether the Honourable 
Member has received any 'complajnts from any part of Bihar that the salt supply 
is not satisfactory? 

The Honourable' Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I have not received any 
complaint. 

Representations on behalf of Babkat Mian wholesale Sugar Dealer in 

Muzaffarpore 

953. *Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: Will the Honourable the Food 
Member please refer to his promises made on the 31st March, 1944, during the 
debate on the Adjournment Motion — -page 1846 — to enquire into the representa- 
tions made on behalf of Barkat Mian, an old wholesale sugar dealer in the district 
of Muzaffarpore and stjite : 

(a) the result of his enquiry on the receipt of various representations from 
me ; 

(b) whether it is a fact that one more wholesale sugar dealer is going to be 
added in the Hajipur sub-division of the district of Muzaffarpore ; 

(c) the number of Marwari wholesale dealers in sugar and salt in the district 
of Muzaffarpore; and 

(d) the reasons for the grant of wholesale licenses to Marwaris from Ajiner- 
Merwara and not to* the Biharis for the wholesale dealing in salt, sugar and other 
commodities in Bihar? 
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The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) I represented the -matter • 
to the Bihar Government and they have replied that Maulvi Abdul Barkat was 
in the list of approved importers of sugar from sugar factories for the district of 
Muza harp ur from July to October, 1943. Subsequently, under the instructions 
of the Bihar Government the list of approved importers was curtailed by the 
District Officers and Maulvi Abdul Barkat was not included in the revised list 
as he was not deemed to satisfy the conditions prescribed by the Provincial Gov- 
ernment It was also recorded that he does not carry on business in Hajipur 
itself but in the interior of the sub-division. So far as retail distribution is 
concerned, Maulvi Abdul Barkat is -still one of the approved retail distributors 
for. the Lalgunj area. His monthly quota is Che -highest retail quota for the sub- 
division 

(hi Yes. 

(r) Three for sugar. Information regarding the number of wholesale dealers 
in salt is still awaited from the Bihar Government. 


(d) The 'Bihar Government state that where licences have been granted to 
Marwari firms they have been selected on the ground that they are well estab- 
lished in the trade in Bihar and financially sound. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: May I know whether the Honourable . 
Member intends to ask the Bihar Government to give the new license to Abdul 
Darkal ? ( 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: 1 did not catch him. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: Will the Honourable Member ask the 
Bihar Government to look' into the claim of Abdul Barkat as one new license 
dealer’s vacancy has been created. 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I have already drawn the 
attention of the' Bihar Government to the claims of Barkat Mian. 


Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: But' here the post of a dealer has been 
created in the sub-division in which Barkat Minn lives. 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: It would he wrong of me to 
recommend a particular candidate for a specific svacancv. ^ 

Mr. Pam Narayan Singh: Is there any special qualification for a person 
wanting such a license? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: The qualifications are that 
he should be able to distribute sugar and must be solvent and must have a 
good financial standing. 

Mr. Pam Narayan Singh; Is it a fact that only those people who are loyal 
to Government will get preference for' this license? 1 

(No answer.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Baliim): Next question. 

Quota per Day per Adult of Foodstuffs in certain Cities 

958. *Sri K. B. Jinaraja Hegde: (a) Will the Honourable the Food Member - 
he pleased to state The quota per day per adult of foodstuffs given under statu- 
tory rationing in the following places (in ounces) in January, 1945: 

- 0) Delhi, (ii) Cnwnpore, (iii) Bombay, (iv) Madras, (v) Calicut, ’(vi) Calcutta, 
(vii) Mangalore, (viii) Poona, (ix) Dhnrwnr. and (x) Bangalore? ... 

(b) Is it the policy of the Government of India to maintain different stan- 
dard at different places? If not, what steps are taken to standardise the quota 1 
and by which time it is going to be achieved? ' ‘ 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava : (a) A statement is laid on the 


f i b) ?«wn°T r v b V j fe i n « er I s referred to ll '<? resolutions on rationing passed 
at the Fifth All-India Food Conference, which is attached to the memorandum 
on the food situation already placed on the table of the House. 
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Statement showing the Daily Quota per adult under Rationing in tl e different towns in January 

1945 


Name of Town 

Size of ration per 
adult per day for 
food grains 

— - 

Remarks 

Delhi 

18 ozs. 

No provision for supplementary 



ration. 

Cawnpore , 

16 


Bombay City . , __ 

14-9 „ 


Poona . . 

U-3 „ 


Dhanvar . . * . 

171 „ 


Calcutta 

183 „ 

No provision for supplementary 



ration. 

Madras ..... 

16 96 „ 


Calicut . 

12 


Mangalore .... 

' 15-84 „ 


Bangalore City 

(1) 11-84 „ 

(1) Non-labouring class. 


(2) 14-24 „ 

(2) Labouring class. 


Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: With, reference to (a) in how many 
provinces is a quota of more than one pound per individual per day given ? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I refer the Honourable Member 
to the statement. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: It is a very simple question. In how 
many provinces is a quota of more than one pound a day per individual given? 

The Honourable- Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: The statement is before the 
Honourable Member. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: It is not before the Honourable 
Member I 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: It is before the House. I 
shall require time as I will have to analyse the statement. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: I do not hear him. 

- The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Looking through the state- 
ment there are only three provinces. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: Is he so heavy that he cannot stand up? 

The Honourable Dewan Bahadur Sir A, Ramaswami Mudaliar: Order, 
order. 

Prof. W. G. Ranga: Yes , yes. The Honourable Member should order him/ 

Mr. T. S. Avinas hilingam Chettiar: What are the three provinces in which 
the ration of more than a pound a day per individual is allotted? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I am not prepare to answer 
that. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abffur Bahim) : He is not in a position 
to answer. 

Mr. T. S. A vinashiling am Chettiar: But he has laid a statement on the 

table. , 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kabim) : If he has laid a sta e- 
ment on the table, the Honourable Member can look it up himself. Isexu 
question. 
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Prices of Rice, Wheat and-11ajra in certain Districts 

962. *Sri K. B. Jinaraja Hegde: (a) Will the Honourable the Food Member 
he pleased to state the purchasing and selling prices of (i) rice, (ii) wheat and 
(iii) bajra in the following districts in the month of January 1945: 

Malabar, South Kanara, Bellnry, Nilgiris, Belgaum, Dharwar, Bijapur, 
North Kanara, -and Coorg? 

(b) What is the reason for large difference in the districts of Dharwar and 
Bijapur between the purchasing prices x»f these commodities and the retail 
selling prices? 

(c) What steps are taken for .proper storage of food grains in the above 
districts'? 

(d) How many of these areas have food councils, and are they meeting? 
If bo, how many times at month? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: An enquiry has been made 
from the Provincial Governments and the information will be laid on the table 
of the House when received. - 

Lack of Fruit and Vegetable Shops in New Delhi 
\ 

970. *Mr. Ram Narayan Singh: (a) Is the Honourable the Leader of the 
House aware of the difficulties which the Members of the' Assembly residing 
in New Delhi are daily experiencing owing to the want -of fruit and vegetable 
shops in New Delhi ? y 

(b) If the answer to the above be in the affirmative, does he propose to 
arrange for such shops to remove those difficulties? 

(c) Is he! aware of the fact that there /ire already some grain and fuel shops 
near the Western Court in New Delhi ? If so, why are the Members of the 
Assembly given permits to purchase fuel from old Delhi? 

” (d) "Is he aware of the fact that, there are no doctors, Hakims or Vaidyas 

and medical stores in some central place in New Delhi? If "so, will he consider 
the desirability of having dll these arrangements in order to enable the Members 
of the Assembly residing in New Delhi to get, medical aid readily in eases of 
emergency? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) There are fruit and vege- 
table shops in the Gole Market and Paharganj from which the residents of 
New Delhi normally draw their supplies- The difficulties, if any, which the 
Members of the Assembly are experiencing are common to most residents of 
the New Delhi area, including the members of the Executive Council. 

- (b) The New Delhi Municipal Committee considered the question of opening 
a vegetable shop near the Western Court but were unable to find a suitable %ite. 

(e) Members of the Assembly were given special permits to enable them' to 
obtain supplies regularly from the wholesale Depots direct. In the Western 
Court Area there is only one fuel shop which has already got about 5,000 cards 
registered with it and does not possess accommodation sufficient to undertake 
any more registrations. The issue-' of permits on the wholeale Depots at the 
Ajmere Gate is intended to ensure that M.L.As. are able to secure sufficient 
Bplit firewood at one time to last for at least a month, whereas they- might- 
find supplies from the ordinary iuel shops in smaller quantities, less reliable. 

(d) No, Sir. There are a number' of Government, G~v-- *■**■- ‘ rid 1 . • and 

Municipal hospitals and dispensaries in New Delhi at ■■ ■: " !■ i ■' the 

.Legislature can easily obtain medical aid. Besides - there are several doctors, 
Hakims and Yaids in private practice fn New Delhi. 

Mr. Badri Dutt Pande: Is it a .fact that the shop behind Western Court does 
not supply standard rice, but rice which is of a very inferior quality ? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: No, Sir. 

Mr. Badri Dutt Pande": Will the” Honourable Member make an inquiry into 
this grievance ? 
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The 'Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: If the Honourable Member 
will make a specific complaint, I shall certainly look into the matter. 

_ c 

Mr. Ram Narayan Singh: I say that the quality of rice supplied by the shop 
behind Western Court is not of the proper quality. I make this complaint on 
the floor of the House. 

The Honourable- Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: What particular commodity 
is the Honourable Member referring to? , 

Mr. Ram Narayan Singh: Rice, flour and all other things supplied by this 
shop. 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: In regard to rice I want to 
explain that we are supplying in Delhi Begmi rice. 

Mr. Badri Dutt Pande: W,e want Naivabi rice. 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Since Begmi rice is consi- 
dered inferior by many people we are now trying to get some Basmati riee.- 

Mr. G. Rangiah Naidu: Is- the Honourable Member aware that the rice 
supplied by the ration shop is broken rice and not full rice? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad- Srivastava: I went round the ration shops 
three days ago, and I think the rice supplied by most of the shops appeared to 
be extremely good. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: Does the Honourable Member know that rice supplied 
to certain persons is different in quality to rice supplied to others. There are 
allegations that Members of the Assembly who, because they can create trouble, 
get better quality, but that other people get inferior quality. 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: It is likely that those who can 
give trouble, generally get better rice. 

Freezing of Standing Paddy Crops in Tanjore District 

97 3. *Prof. N. G. Ranga: (a) Will the Honourable the Food Member be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the Grain Purchasing Officer _of Tanjore has 
frozen the standing crops of all peasants growing paddy in the whole of the 
Tanjore District. 

(b) Is it a fact that he has no adequate supply of officers or subordinates of 

sufficient pay • and responsibility to reach all the villages and superintend the 
reaping, heaping and harvesting of the paddy crop of the lakhs of peasants 
concerned ? ' — 

(c) Is it a fact that, as a result, he is obliged to depend upon the ill-paid 
and often illiterate village officials including watchmen to superintend harvest 
operations? 

(d) In view of the hardships being caused to peasants, do Government propose 

either to withdraw this policy of freezing the paddy crop of a whole district 
even before it is harvested or to purchase the whole crop themselves at a 
specified price? — 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) No, Sir. The Freezing 
Order applies only to 75 per cent, of the total yield of crops of Ihjots owning 
or cultivating four acres and above in villages within a belt of six miles of the 
District borders and also in the coastal villages within a belt to six miles. 

(b) and (c). The Grain Purchase Officer has sufficient staff for the work 
connected with the Freezing Order. He has also Revenue Subordinates to help 
him. Harvesting operations are not supervised. 

(d) The Order is intended to prevent smuggling, particularly to Ceylon and 
does not entail any undue hardship on the peasants. 

-v Prof. N. G. Ranga: Is it not a fact that although according to Government 
only 75 per cent, is being frozen, the remaining 25 per cent, is not available to 
the peasant until the crop is harvested and 75 per cent, of the produce is deli- 
vered to the Grains Purchasing Officer? 
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The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I do not kuow -tne exact 
position. 

Pro!. N. G. Eanga: Will the Honourable Member make a more detailed 
investigation into the matter? Evidently he lias not got definite information 
about the actual facts there. 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I shall make inquiries if the 
Honourable Member opposite would let me know what exactly he wants. 

Prof. IT. G. Eanga: Thank you. 


Friday 16th March > 1945 

Steps for easing Milk Shortage 

1030. *Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) What steps has the Honourable the Food 
Member taken to ease the position with regard to the storage of milk in India. 

(b)'What was 'the total import of (i) whole milk powder, and (ii) skimmed 
milk powder, into India in 1942/43, 1943/44 and 1944/45 (upto the'31st Decem- 
ber 1944)? - _ 

(e) How is it that Government are encouraging the import of skimmed milk 
powder instead of whole milk powder, which would occupy the same shipping 
space, but which would have greater nutritive value? 

(d) Have Government any information as to the source of supply of milk to 
(i) the Army, (ii) the American soldiers, and (lii) refugees, pr’soners of war and 
other extraneous elements in the population? 

(e) What steps have Government taken to represent to the American autho- 
rities to arrange for their own supply of milk, instead of falling on that which 
should go to the civil population of India? 

(f) Have any milch cattle been imported into India for the Army by Govern- 
ment or by other parties? 

(g) If so. what is the total number so imported since the beginning -of "the 
war ? 

(h) Have Government taken any steps for increasing the import . of milch 

cattle and of whole milk powder? - 

(i) If so, what are these steps, from what sources, and when will these 

imports take place? - , 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) Attemps are being made 
bj r the Central and' Provincial Governments to increase the production of milk 
in India. Imports of processed milk have also been arranged with H. M. G. 
aB follows for the year 1945: 

Full cream sweetened condensed milk, 2,000 tons. 

Skim Milk powder, 2,000 tons. 

Infants and Invalids milk foods. 1,631 tons. 

We have represented to H. M. G. that we require additional quantities and 
negotiations are proceeding. We hope to be able to obtain additional quantities 
as follows : 

Full Cream, 1,000 tons. __ 

Spray skim, 3,760 tons. 

(b) A statement is placed on the'table. 

(c) Government are not encouraging the import of skim milk powder, but 
. the total available world supplies of 'processed milk are unequal to the. demand 

and we have to secure what _ we can . from supplies available. Skim milk 
powder is to be used in catering establishments in urban areas in order., to set 
free supplies of fresh milk for distribution to the vulnerable sections of the 
communitv. 

(d) 20 per cent, of the total demands of the Defence Forces and prisoners of 

ar is met bv local purchase ; the remainder is supplied by the military dairy 

farms or by importation. There are no special arrangements for meeting tho 
demand of refugees 



89 

(e) ' Supplies to American troops are made up' to a specified limit from the 
military dairy farms, The remainder of their requirements are met already by 
importation. I understand that in connection with our demand for imports for 

_ civil consumption H. M. G. are already endeavouring to obtain additional quan- 
tities from America. * 

(f) None by the Government and a few by the "Army. The information 
7 whether other parties have imported any milch cattle is not readily available. 

(g) 96 bulls and 175 heifers have been imported by the Army since the out- 
break of the War. 

(b) No steps have been taken to increase the import of milch cattle from 
abroad since such importation in existing circumstances is impracticable on any 
appreciable scale. As regards the import r>{ whole milk powder, please see 
reply to (c) above. 

(i) Does not arise. 


Import of whole milk and skimmed milk powder into India 


Item 


Unit 

1942-43 

1043-44 

1944-46 






Upto 31st Dec. 

1. Whole Milk Powder . 


cwt. 

7,777 

4,440 

8,921 

2. Skimmed Milk Powder 


cwt. 

4,964 

3,718 

1,621 


Mr. Manii Subedar: Are Government aware that their prohibition of the 
slaughter of prime cows and buffaloes, which pleased this House, is not being 
properly carried out by the provinces and by the municipalities, and that the 
private interests of those who deal in cattle is destroying public interest in this 
direction ? - 


The Honourable Sir Jwala Praaad Siivastava: I am not aware of the fact, 
but if the Honourable Member will bring any cases to my notice I will draw the 
attention of the provincial Governments concerned. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Is the Honourable Member not aware that Bengal 
has not carried out this prohibition and the Government of India themselves 
had a complaint to make against them? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I cannot reply to that question 
off-hand; I am not aware of it. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: Mav I know why milch cattle are not imported into India 
in view of the acute 'shortage' of milk in this country ? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava:; I have already given the 


reasons in~mv answer. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanaxn Ayyangar: Have Government taken any steps to 
increase the number of dairv farms in this country for the purpose of producing 
more milk? 

The Ho nourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Yes, Sir. I believe the pro- 
vinces have started a number of dairv farms. I am told that financial assist- 
ance in the form of interest-free loans has been given in one or two provinces to 
co-operative milk societies, and they have generally assisted in the improvement 


of milk- supplies. ~ 

N Bestrictions of Sugar Production in Bihar 

1040. *Mr. Manu Subedar: fal Has the attention of the Honourable the 
Pood Member been drawn to the following remark by Bai Bahadur Svamnandan 
Sahaya, C.I.E., President of the Bihar Chamber of Commerce in his address 
on the 25th January 1945: . „ , _ , . 

"The fixation of price of sugar and sugarcane has been the cause of bitter comments 
the press and on the platform and 1 would not tax jour patience by enumerating them heie, 
but there is -one thing .which I might usefully point out, that it was not long lienee that, l 
spite of the best efforts’" on the part of the mill-owners, they were not allowed to crush all 
the cane that was available and some cane had actually to he burnt or used as foddei i 
Province An apprehension of over production of sugar was given as the yause or - 
decision. Later 'on it was found that the Apprehension was not justified and that "c nau 
to export so much sugar that there was actually dearth of sugar in the following years ai cf 
some parts of the country sugar was sold even at the rate of Bs. 40 per maunci , 
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(b) Under what circumstances are the facts stated here correct? 

(c) Under what "circumstances was the production of sugar artificially res- 
tricted and liow much, production was lost? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) Yes. 

(b) The speaker was referring to the year 1940-41 when the sugarcane indus- 
try was a provincial responsibility and there was no central control over sugar. 

(c) In the year 1939-40 there was over-production of sugar leading to a ruin- * 
ous fall in prices. The provincial Governments of U. I 5 ., and Bihar, therefore, 
found it necessary in the interest of the sugar industry and of cane growers, in 
the following year to restrict production with a view to stabilise the market and 
enable the financing of production by Banks to be effected. Though no statis- 
tics are readily available this policy resulted in some of the available cane crop 
being destroyed on the ground. 

Prof. H. G. Banga: What is the policy of the Government when such sur- 
plus cane is either destroyed or is"supposed to be used as fodder? Do Govern- 
ment give any sort of compensation to the peasants affected? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I am ‘afraid I am not concern- 
ed with that question. • e. 

Prof. N. G. Hangar Who is concerned? „ 

. ^- r * Hooseinbhoy A. Lalljey : How did the Government come to the conclu- 
sion that there was surplus sugarcane and it should be destroyed ? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: As I have already stated, at 
tnafc time sugar was not Central responsibility. This was done by the Proving 
cml Governments of United Provinces and Bihar. 


Mr. Manu Subedax: In view of the very serious state of affairs disclosed in 
this matter, may I know what steps Government are taking to ensure that such 
affairs do not arise once again even when the control is with the Government of 
India? 


) 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: As the Honourable Member 
knows the Central control is only a war-time control, and I do not think there is 
any chance of this sort of thing arising during the war. 

Export and Production of Sugar 

1041 -Mr Manu Subedar: (a) Will the' Honourable the Pood Member 
please state how much sugar has been permitted to be exported from India 
and by whom? - 

in the y^ar ^938 89? 6 amoimt of sugar P roduced in India before the war 


-(c) What was the total consumption in India before the war, what is the 
total amount produced now, and what is the total consumption now? 

India? ™ ° re factors leadm g to the increased consumprion of sugar. in 


Yf y rr Ue Y the ™ oreascd British army, the Americans, the refugees 
from Poland to Hongkong, the Italian and other prisoners of war? 

. i re Government aware that sugar ration is extremely low in many parts 

sugar? and ^ are com P laints that the poor people never see any 

before the* war? ^ ' Pric6 ° f sugar P Gr m aund compared with the price of sugar 


The Honourable Sir. Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) In the rear 1943-44 
^ about 17,000 tons of sugar for export to neighbouring countries was per 
G °r“ 6f India The figures of export fof the S previous 
b " 1 “ - 1 ™ — * *"«' -« 

tons oE sugar were produced in 1938-39 
(c) The civilian consumption of sugar before the war was anproximalelv 11 
lakhs tons a year. 12-2 lakhs tons of sugar was produced in 1943-44 and ‘in k 
lakhs tons made available for civilian .resumption in that year ¥he ciilkn 
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-quota for consumption this year has not yet been finalised as the exact produc- 
tion is, not known. 

(d) and (e).- The factors leading to increased consumption are increased 
population, increased requirements of the Defence Services, higher purchasing 
•capacity of the public and the large increase in urban population, particularly 
industrial, leading to diversion of the demand from gur to sugar. The require- 
ments of refugees and prisoners of war are relatively very small. 

(f) Government are aware that the sugar ration is low in many parts of the 
country. But- it must be remembered that poorer people still generally consume 
vu r, which is unrationed. 

(g) The present price of sugar is about Rs. 16/4/- per maund as compared to 
JRs. 11 per maund in the immediate pre-war period. 

Mr. Manu Snbedar: In view-of the answer of the Honourable Member, may 
I know whether Government will take steps to prevent the export of sugar from 
this country as there is a very serious outcry from many parts of the country 
that the sugar ration given is ridiculously small? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Well, Sir, I am myself most 
nnxiops. But some of the countries which receive sugar from us are Afghanis- 
tan, Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, and Tibet. They have always depended on India 
for sugar supplies and I think the House would agree that it would go very 
hard on them if we refused them the small supplies which we give them. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Which are the other countries? These countries having 
been dependent on India for sugar, I agree you should not cut them out. I 
refer to the export of sugar by sea. Will Government stop all Buch exports? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: The other countries are the 
Near East, Saudi Arabia, South-East Persia; those are the major recipients. 

'Mr. Hooseinbhoy A. Lalljee; Were these countries dependent on India 
before the War? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I am unable to answer that 
question. ' , 

Sir Muhammad- Yamin Khan: Do the figures that are given refer to refined 
sugar or to any other sugar? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: What other sugar?. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: Is it refined sugar or the khansari sugar? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava : Not as far as I know. 


Scarcity of Salt in Bengal and other Places 


1043. *Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable the Food Member please 
state the amount of salt imported into India in the year 1938-39? 

(b) When did salt imports ■ into India from abroad cease ? 

(c) Have Government noticed the - public outcry with regard to the scarcity 
and high prices of salt in Bengal and other places? 

(d) What steps have Government taken to ease the salt situation? 

.(e) Have they provided special facilities to salt producers in Western India? 


If so, what are they? 

(f) Have they fixed rates for salt as supplied to Bengal? If so, what are 

they ? ‘ 

(g) Did Government make any attempt to supply salt from Sambhar, 
Khewra or Pachhbhadra by rail in increased quantities ?_ 

(h) If so, what were those quantities and for which districts were these 

(i) What is the price of salt in Calcutta today as compared with the price 
before the war? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) 312,232 tons. 

(b) Salt is still being imported from abroad. . , 

(c) Yes. There was temporary scarcity leading to high prices m Bengal ana 

Assam. 
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(d) The Government of India have arranged for adequate and -regular im- 
ports of salt into Calcutta from thp Middle East and the West Coast ports. 
Steps have also been taken to improve despatches of salt to the districts from 
Calcutta. The Bengal Government are now exercising full control over, all 
arrival of salt, their prices and distribution. Provincial Governments are also- 
building up reserve stocks of three months. 

(e) Yes. The Government of India have allowed the salt producers in West- 
ern India a quota for export to the Eastern provinces and have arranged neces- 
sary shipping. 

(f) The Bengal Government have fixed the ex-ship pric-e~afc Its. 300 per -100 
maunds of all imported salt. 

(g) _No, firstly because the rail haul to Bengal and Assam would he too long 
for present transport conditions, and secondly, because the finer salt imported, 
from West Coast ports and Middle East countries is preferred in Bengal. 

(h) Does not arise. - __ 

( i ) The present retail price of salt in Calcutta is three annas per seer as against 
pre-war price of one anna per seer. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: May I know if shipping is available for imports into 
India from-the Middle East and why are the Western India producers starved 
for shipping space? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honourable Member 
is putting more than one question in the supplementary. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: I want to know why_ preference is given to Middle 
Eastern Countries in shipping as against the West Coast of India? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: .Bengal has been used to the 
Middle East salt. 


Mr. Hooseinbhoy A. Lalljee: May I take if that the Middle East includes 
Aden because out of the 5| lakhs, Aden is importing 2^ lakhs. 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Pra-Sad Srivastava: May .bej I am unable toj 
answer that off-hand. 


Mr. Manu Subedar: Will the Honourable Member consider beginning charity 
at home by favouring salt in the West Coast of India and giving it 'shipping? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: My charity always begins at 
home. 

M!r. President (The Honourable S : r Abdur Rahim): Next question. 

(At this stage Mr. It. C. Neogy rose in his seat.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next question has been 
called. 

Waste of Foodgrains in Government Storages 

1044. -Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: Will the Honourable ' the Food 
Member please state : 


(a) what has been estimated waste of foodgrains in Government Storaaea 
in the years 1943-44 and 1944-45 ; H 

fb) in what Provinces this waste has been most marked and for ~whai 
reasons; and 


(e) what steps have been taken to prevent these wastes in future? 

mat? nf^°l U nT ble f ? PrSSad SrivMtava * ( a ) and (b). An accurate esti- 

loss ° f tood " r ‘?i ns ln storage is not possible. Deterioration or des- 
! r’" Se< ! by msee * s - rodents - and moisture, most of which can be trac- 
-d to defective storage or to exposure to weather before storage. Total loss is 
comparatively rare, since deteriorated foodgrains can be reconditioned and if 
unfit for human consumption can still be used for fodder or starch ’ Serious 
™ suffel i efl . during 1944 in Bombay, amounting to about 22,000 tom 
g to the explosion m the Bombay docks; in Karachi, amounting to about 
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3,075 tons owing to exposure to unprecedented rainfall, and in Bengal, amount- 
ing to about 3,664 tons owing to unfavourable climatic conditions, and the lack 
of storage and transport sufficient to cope with the large quantities of grain . 
despatched during -and after the Bengal famine 

(c) The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to the replj given to part 

(d) of his question No 152 on the 13th February 1945. ^ 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: May I know if one ,oi the main reasons for this loss was 
the absence of proper receptacles for storing grains? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Snvastava: I do not know what the Hon- 
ourble Member means byT* ‘receptacles’. 

Mr; Abdul Qaiyum: I mean godowns or warehouses for storing foodgrains 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Snvastava: I have, already stated 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: What steps have been taken by the Government of India 
since then to set up proper and adequate warehouses to avoid this wastage in 
future ^ , D 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I have already answered a 
question on this subject. 

Ghee Purchasing Agency or Messrs. Alopi Prasad and Sons 

1046. *Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh:, Will the Honourable the Food Member 
please state: y 

(a) what area including Indian States besides the whole of the Punjab 
Gwahor and U. P. has been allotted to Messrs. Alopi Prasad and Sons for the 
purchase of gliee as Government Agents; since what period they have been 
workihg as such in those areas; 

(b) whether any advances were made to them for the purchase of ghee during 

, P en(Kl hod been acting as Government Agents; if so, what amounts 

-ana for what period; 

(c) whether empty tins are being supplied bv Government to them; if so, 
'what has been the largest number supplied, what the number of empty tins 
at present lying with them is and' in what districts ; 

(d) whether any scrutiny of the stock of empty tins is mode by any respon- 
sible officer ; if so, liow many times during the \ear this scrutiny of Government 
empty tins is made; and 

(e) whether any auditing of this firm’s accounts is made; if so, how many 

times during the year, and whether a statement of this auditing will be placed 
on the table of the House? . ‘ 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) In addition to the area* 
mentioned in the question, Bajputana (excluding Jaisalmer and Jodhpur 
States) and Central India Agency (excluding Bhopal and llewn States) have since 
1942 been allotted to Messrs. Alopi Prasad as our A'gents for the purchase of 
ghee. 

(b) The reply is in the negative, 

(c) Empty tins sufficient to cover a month's requirements at each market 
ars supplied bv Government to the Agents. Due to scarcity of tins and trans- 
port difficulties, the' number of tins allotted to each market may be more or less 
than, the requirements of one month. I cannot undertake to collect information 
of the number of tins held by the Agents at each of the 77 markets involved. 

(d) An account of the stock of empty tins issued and filled tins returned is 
kept by the Officer-in-Charge. 

(er) The Firm’s accounts are audited twice a year The answer to the latter 
part of the question is in the 'negative. 

Mr, Govind V. Deshmukh: Mav I know whether, since the contract w’as 
giveu to Messrs. Alopj Prasad for the period mentioned, any tenders were called 
for from other merchants or contractors? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I am unable to answer the 
question without notice. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: The notice is there 

Mr. President (The Honourable S : r Abdur Bahim); Next question 
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Limited Number of Purchase Licences for Groundnuts, etc., issued in 

Madras 

1064. *Prof. N. G-. Eanga; Will the Honourable the Food Member be 
pleased to state: 

(a) if it is a fact that licences are given by the Civil Supplies Commissioner, 
Madras, only to one or two contractors or traders to purchase groundnuts, cake, 
oil, gur or other agricultural commodity from the whole or a specified part of a 
district and no one else is allowed to purchase such commodities; 

(b) whether any minimum or auy set scale of prices are fixed for such, com- 
modities; and, if so, on what basis and m consultation with whom — the local 
trade or peasants; and, if not, why not; and • 

(c) why Government have denied the benefit to peasants of either competition 
between traders or a fixed and enforceable price for such commodities? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: An enquiry has been made 
from the Provincial Government and the information will be laid on the table 
of the House when received. 

Export of Gut to Middle East 

1065. *Nawab Siddique Ali Khan: (a) Will the Honourable the Food Mem- 
ber be pleased to state if it is a fact that Government contemplate allowing 
exports of gur from India to the Middle East countries? 

(b) If so, what are the total quantities involved, giving details, country and 
quantity wise ? 

(c) Was gur ever exported before? If so, what are the details of the quanti- 
ties despatched to various countries? 

(d) Do Government contemplate distribution of gur export quotas to differ- 
ent firms on certain basis? If so, what are they? 

(e) Do Government contemplate following in case of gur exports the basic 
principle of granting export permits ‘to firms which have previously exported the 
stuff, and which principle they generally follow in caBe of other commodities 

(f) If the above basic principle is not to be followed in the case of gur ex- 
ports, what are the reasons for deviation in this particular matter? 

fgl What are the quantities of gur export quotas contemplated to be distri- 
buted to the firms of different communities ? , 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad' Srivastava: (a), (b) and (d) to (g). A 
proposal to export gur is under the consideration of the Government of India. 

(c) Yes, to a small extent. A statement showing the export of ,gur to 
certain countries in the Middle East is placed on the table of the House. 


Statement ahoioing exports of gur to certain countries in the Middle East 


Noma of country 


' 

1941-42 

1942-43 

1043-44 

1. Iran 


• 

. 



. 

. . 

no 

1,090-0 

2. Iraq 


• 

• 



• 


211-0 

209-0 

3. Bahrain 


- 

• 



• 

0-3 

0 2 

.. 

4. Truoial coast 


• 

• 




0-7 

77-6 

«-o 

0. Saudi Arabia 


• 

- 



. 

. . 

10 


6, Hydramoufc . 



* 


• 

. 

241-0 

4-0 


1 Adon 


C 

• 

• 

• 

- 

41 0 

0-5 

•• 


Quantity of gur in tons exported during 
the year. — 
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Mr. Manu Subedar: May I know whether the gur is being exported through 
the instrumentality of the U. K. C. C. ? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: 'No. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Then who are the parties who will be given a license to 
export? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I have already answered that 
question. The proposal is under consideration by the Government of India and 
I am not in a position to make a statement at this stage, but I wish to assure- 
the Honourable Member that it will hot be the U. K. C. G. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Why export it at all when this country needs it? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim) : Next question. 

Prof. H. G. Ranga: In view of the fact 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim) : Next question. 

Ghee Purchasing Agencies 

1068. *Sri K. B. Jinaraja Hegde: (a) Will the Honourable the food Mem- 
ber kindly state whether all the area ^comprising the Punjab, U. P. and the 
adjoining area of Indian States, like Gwalior and different States of Central 
India as well as different States of Bajputana, are assigned by Government 
to one agent for purchasing ghee since the last four years and before that for 
a number of years for the whole of India? If so, why have all other well-known 
firms throughout India, been debarred so long from so acting? 

(b) Is it a fact that the policy of Government is to invite, from time to time, 
well-known firms to offer their services as agents for purchase of ghee? If so, 
why has that policy not been given effect to in all cases, and in what caseB 
have they deviated from this policy and for what reasons? 

(c) Have Government been satisfied with the working results of all their 
agents who are and were acting as their ghee purchasing, agents? If so, have 
they been able to gather the quantities required of them, and has this quantity 
been sufficient to meet the requirements of army, and further why is it that in 
recent years Indian army is supplied more and more vegetable product? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) The Answer to the first 
part is in the affirmative. Owing to satisfactory performance it has not been 
necessary to consider replacement of the firm m question in this area. 

(b) Yes; an exception was made in the case of Messrs. Alopi Prashad and 
Sons Ltd., for the reason stated in my reply to part (a). 

(c) Government have been satisfied witb the performance of their agents, 
except those who>have been replaced.' Procurement has been up to tbe require- 
ments of the Army.' 

Increase in supply of vegetable product is due to limited amount of good 
quality milk-ghee available, and the needs of the civilian population. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: May I know the names of the agents who have 
been replaced ? x 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: There is one firm which I 
can name just now, and that is- the Ghee Supply Company, Limited, of Cal- 
cutta: they were replaced for the reason given m answer to part (c). • 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh - What were the reasons which made the Govem- 
■ ment cancel the agency? Is it anything particular or mere dissatisfaction? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I have already stated that wo 
were not satisfied with their work. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Exactly. What was the fault of the agents? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I am unable to go into the 
matter at this stage, as certain inquiries are in progress. 

Mr. Badri Dutt Pande: May I know since when-Messrs. Alopi Prasad and 
Sons are enjoying the monopoly of ghee supply? 
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The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: The Alopi Trash ad concern 
was appointed the sole ghee purchasing agent for the military in 1926. 

.Mr. Badri Dutt Panda: Long live Alopi Prashad! 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Am I to understand that this particular company 
has been enjoying a - monopoly from 1926 till now? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: No. 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin. Ahmad: Is the Honourable Member aware of tbe v fact 
that this firm of Alopi Prashad is responsible for the adulteration of good ghee 
in the neighbourhood between Delhi and Agra and it is impossible on account 
of the influence of this firm to get good ghee in the neighbourhood? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I do not accept the suggestion 
contained in the question. 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad: If the Honomahle Member is not aware of the 
fact that good' ghee is not available within this area, then the Honourable 
Member is not familiar with the conditions of life of the Department over which 
he presides — if he does not know an elementary fact that anybody knows. 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: That is a matter of opinion. 
I feel that I know my business much more than the Honourable Member sitting 
there . 

(Some Honourable Members rose to ask questions.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim) : Order, order. It is 
12 o'clock, and this interesting matter must be dropped. 


(b) Written Answers 


Ghee Purchasing Agencies 

1067. *Mi\ Hart Sharan Prasad Srivastava: (a) Will the Honourable the 
Pood Member kindly state if 'it is a fact that, while one of the ghee supplying 
agents has been continually enjoying the purchase monopoly for Government 
in a very large area of India for several years, the other agents’ area is being 
restricted and the quantities are also being reduced? If so, why is this discri- 
mination both with regard to area and quantity? 

(b) Is it a fact that very recently by public notice applications were invited 

from well-known firms to act as purchasing agents for ghee? If so, for whal 
period were they appointed, and is it a fact that their activities are being 
suddenly curtailed? - 

(c) What was the number of the gliee purchasing agents, and why was a new 
agent appointed when the activities of those serving were to be curtailed? 

(d) Will Government state the areas including States from which different 
agents are now required to purchase? 


(e) Do Government propose to revise the allocation of areas between 
purchases ? 8S op P ortuTlit ' ie8 to different agents 


different 
to make 


The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava* Cni omi t, ■ , 

one firm had the sole agency for the whole of India 2’ f 1101 " t° 194 

increased other firms were introduced to make ^ Am,y deman 
reduction in the Army demand recenfito mm S CS ’ consequence of 
^nd all agents quantities have bee? red 5 ^ S , tricte 

firms were given three months twin t + ’ « 11 21st Pebruary 1945 tw 

July 1944 .applications were invited toyldv^Hs'emrt a ? r f m f ents ' . I] 

toent is one year. •' ncive - n sement. The period of appoint 

JK“ A ”»- The 

(d) A statement is placed on the table. 
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(e) 1 am re-examining the matter. 


Name of the Agent 

X 1 

Area of operation as on 1st March 1945. 

Alopi Prashad & Sons Ltd. .... 

United Provinces, Punjab, Punjab State, 
Gwalior State, Central India States and 
certain Rajputana States. 

Piloo D. Sidhva & Co. ..... 

Kathiawar, Baroda State, Palanpur State and 
Gujarat Agency. 

Hooseinbhoy Sons & Co. .... 

Central Provinces & Berar, Eewa State and 
Hyderabad State. 

Sind Ghee Purchasing Agency 

S'nd, Las Bela State, Ja ; sa!mer State, Kalat 
and Baluch'stan. 

British India Trading Co. .... 

Madras Province. 


Certain Order of Rationing Controller, Delhi 

1070. *Mr. Ram Narayan Singh: Will the Honourable the Food Membe 
please state whether, in pursuance of the reply given by him on the 28ti 
February, 1945, to question No. 542, regarding a recent order of the Rational 
Authorities, Delhi, he proposes to advi'se the Delhi Administration to suspend 
all the pending demands for security deposit made on the business establish- 
ments till such- time as the matter is finally settled by him? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: The answer is in the affirma- 
tive. 

Fixing Sugar Quotas in Delhi 

1071. *Mr. Ram Narayan Singh: Will the Honourable the Food Member 
please state the principle, if any, guiding the Rationing Authorities in Delhi 'n 
deciding the amounts of sugar quota to be granted to various applicants? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I assume that the Honourable 
Member is referring to the allotment of quotas to restaurants and other establish- 
ments by the Delhi Rationing authorities. For those establishments which 
were in existence before the introduction of ratioirng, quotas are based on the 
number of customers and the actual consumption of the establishment during the 
previous year. Establishments which were not in existence at the commence- 
ment of rationing, are not entitled to any quota but allotments to them are 
made only for exceptional reasons. 


Wednesday, 21st March, If 45 

Deficit Districts in Madras Presidency 

1176. 'Mr. T. S. Avinashffingam Chettiar: Will the Honourable the Food 
Member please state : 

(a) the deficit districts in the Madras Presidency; 

(b) the deficit in the Madras Presidency^ taken as a whole; and 

(c) whether the deficit is of rice or millets or both, and how he has attempt- 
ed to make up this deficit? 

1 The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) On the basis of estimated 
production and consumption, the following districts were considered deficit in 
rice, Cliolum (Jowar) and Cumbu (Bajra) during 1944-45 : 

1. Vizagapatam. . - 7. Madura. 

2. Anantapur. , 8. Ramnad. 

3. Madras. 9. Tinnevellv. 

4. Chingleput. - 10. Malabar. 

5. Salem. 11. S. Kanara. 

6. Coimbatore. 12. The Nilgiris. 
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(b) The total deficit declared by the Madras Government is about 210,000 
tons. 

(c) The deficit is in rice, wheat and millets and to enable the Madras Govern- 
-■ment to meet the situation, a total quota of 192,400 tons of wheat, millets and 
rice has been allotted toldiem. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: May I know for what year this calcula- 
tion is? Is he aware that m the current year, even in Tanjore, a good rice pro- 
ducing area, there has been a failure of crops?' 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: This estimate relates to 
1.944-45 : we have not got all the figures for the current year yet. 

Representations about Prices of Foodgrains 


1177. *Mr. T'. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: Will the Honourable the Food 
Member please state : 

(a) whether he has received representations to the effect that the prices fixed 
for foodgrains at present are not economical to the producers of these food- 
grains; and 

(b) whether he has considered these representations; if so, 'with what 
effect ? 


The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) and (b). Two such re- 
presentations were received, one from the Andhra Foodgrains Producers Council 
and the Andhra Provincial Ryots Association, and the other from the Coorg 
Provincial Co-operative"' Marketing Federation. 

The ceiling prices for rice in force in Madras during 1943-44 were examined 
with reference to the present costs of cultivation and the cost of living index; 
and it was decided that there was no justification for raising them,’ except in 
the case of first sort rice the price of which was raised by 6 annas a maund. 

Coorg prices were raised from Rs. 115 per cart load to Rs. 125 (from 
Rs. 5-4-1 to Rs. 5-11-0 per maund), as a result of the second representation. 

Hr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: May I lmow whether these calculations 
are based on the presumption that these agriculturists get their implements for 
agriculture and other things at “controlled prices? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: No; we take all the current 
factors into account. 


-d • p ovind Y‘ Roshmukh: May I know if this question was put before the 
Trice Advisory Committee and is there any one on that committee representing 
these districts? ° 


The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I do not know whether it 
Son herewith me ^ Pri ° 0 Mvis ° ry - Committee— I have not got the informa- 


Mr. Covina V. Deshmukh: Is the Honourable Member not in a position to 
^ Aether it was or was not put before the Price Advisory Committee?. 
Evidently he must be presiding over that body. 


Tne Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I do not preside 'over the 
"nee Advisory Committee. 


Prof. N- G. Ranga. Is it not a fact that while in several districts freezing 
operations are resorted to, in many districts of the Madras Presidency there is 
no demand at all for paddy or rice because the rice mill owners had purchased 
paddy at too cheap prices at the harvest times and they are not purchasing 
anything now? ° 


The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I am not aware of that. 

Prof. IT. G. Ranga: Is it not a fact that the present prices prevailing 
actually in the market are 25 per cent, lower than the ceiling prices that they 
have fixed? 
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The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I am equally not aware of. 
that. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdui- Bahim) : Next question. 

Prof, N. G. Eanga: Is it nob open to the Honourable member to make 
inquiries, Sir? • 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Well, I have taken a note. 

Suspensions in deputed Staff by Controller of Bationing, Delhi 

1207. *Maulvi Muhmamad Abdul Ghani: Will the Honourable the Food 
Member be pleased' to state : 

(a) how many of the deputed staff were suspended from service by the 
Controller of Bationing, Delhi, so far, and for what reasons; 

(b) whether it is a fact that one of the suspended staff was prohibited from 
leaving the Municipal Limits of Delhi ; if so, under what authority ; 

(c) whether it -is a fact that the suspensions of the deputed officials are being 
inflicted in spite of the protest of the parent offices that the Controller of 
Bationing, Delhi, is not authorised to impose such punishments ; and 

(d) whether it is a fact that even subsistence allowance was not paid to the 
suspended officials for .months together ? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad- Srivastava: (a) Eleven for neglect of 
duty or misconduct. 

(b) Yes. Officials under suspension are subject to the usual rules under 
which Government servants are not allowed to leave the station without 
pel-mission. 

(c) The local administration Is the controlling authority for purposes of 
discipline in the- case of all the Controller of Bationing’s staff. The rest of the 
Honourable Member's question does not arise. 

(d) No. Subsistence allowance was given under the rules in all cases of 
suspension. 

Physical Punishment in Delhi Bationing Organisation 

1208. *Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: Will the Honourable the Food 
Member be pleased to state (a) the number of persons given physical punish- 
ment in the Delhi Bationing Organisation; 

(b) how many of -the deputed staff were given promotion, and what the 
difference in their pay before and after promotion in each case is ; 

L (c) how many outsiders were recruited for the higher appointments over 
the heads of qualified and experienced deputed 'staff who came under the thre'e 
per cent, scheme; and 

(d) how many of those who were taken from outside as officers in the 
Bationing- Organisation are Matriculates, Non-Matriculates and Graduates? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) No one. 

(b) Eighty-one have been promoted, I cannot, undertake to give the deta’ls 
of every case of promotion but I can'say that the increase "in pay amounted to 
Bs. 200 or Bs. 300 or even more in some cases. 

(c) I am not sure what the Honourable Member means bv the term “higher 
appointments . The claims of all deputed officials who show ability receive 

■ due attention when superior appointments in the Delhi Bationing Organization 
are made. - 

(d) All except" two of the Gazetted Officers of the Organization are matri- 
culates or have some superior educational qualification. 

■ Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: AVhat is the meaning of ‘phys'cal punish- 
ment referred to in part (a) of the question? . 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I do not know myself, but 
nobody lias received this physical punishment. 

Maulvi Muhammad Ahdul Ghani: May I know if the Honourable Member is 
aware that a case is pending in the Court against the Bationing officer for assult- 
ing a deputed official? 
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The Honourable Sir Jwaia Prasad Srivastava: I am not aware of it. 

Maulvi Muliammad Abdul Ghani: Will the Honourable Member please 
enquire into it? - 

The Honourable Sir jwaia Prasad Srivastava: All right, I will make further 
enquiries into the matter. 

MauM Muhammad Abdul Ghani: With regard to part (c) of the question, 
may I know what is the number of deputed officials who have been g-ven promo- 
tion ? 

The 'Honourable Sir Jwaia Prasad Srivastava: I have answered this ques- 
tion — 81 have been promoted. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: Are they all deputed officials? 

The Honourable Sir Jwaia Prasad Srivastava: Yes. Th's is in answer to 
part (b) of his question where he has said ‘How many of the deputed staff 
were given promotion’ and I have said ‘Eighty-one have been promoted . 


(b) Written Answers, 

Reverting deputed Staff in Dechi Rationing Office 

1209, ^Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: Does the Honourable the 'Rood 
Member propose to consider the case of the reversion of the officials deputed 
to the Delhi Rationing Office who are willing to go back to their parent office? 

The Honourable Sir Jwaia 1 Prasad Srivastava: No,. Sir. I regret that I 
cannot relieve them at present. __ 

Resignation of Administrative Officer, Delhi Rationing and Civil Supplies 

1210. *Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: Will the Honourable the Rood 
Member be pleased to state if it is a. fact that the p'resent Administrative Officer, 
Delhi Rationing and Civil Supplies, has submitted his resignation? If so, do 
Government propose to consider the appointment of experienced and capable 
officers of the Government of India Secretariat having special knowledge of 
administration ? 

The Honourable Sir Jwaia -Prasad Srivastava: Yes. The Officer concerned, 
who belongs to the Punjab Civil Service has applied for permission to resign 
from Government Service but so long as his resignation is not accepted, the 
question of finding a substitute does not arise. , 

Crop'Railure in Bijapur District 

1213. *Sri K. B. Jinaraja Hegde: Will the Honourable the Rood Member be 
pleased to state : 

(a) whether he is aware 'that in Bijapur District (Bombay Presidency) the 
crop has failed owing to the failure of rain and other seasonal factors this year; 

(b) if so, what steps are being taken to ensure distribution of foodgrains in 

urban and rural areas ; i ' - 

(c) whether the procurement policy in this district is depleting the little 
grain stocks which the cultivators keep for their consumption ; and 

(d) whether the Bombay Government have been asked not to procure the 
stocks from cultivators in case they are short of their own requirements? 

The Honourable Sir Jwaia Prasad Srivastava: (a) The crop has not failed. 

(b) and (d). Do not arise. 

(e) No, Sir. 

Authorised firms dealing in Salt- in Bihar 
tfstate - Srtrart «* ; «* Honourable^ the Pood 
-Bihar; thS nUmbeF ° f tbe authorise ^ Arms dealing in salt in the d'stricts of 

(b).the quantity of salt supplied to each district of Bihar; 
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^ (c) if he is aware that the old anH established salt dealers have not been 
given preference over one who never dealt in the said eommoditv in some of the 
districts ; - " 

(d) if he is aware -that monopolies in salt trading have been given in some of 
- . e districts causing harassment and difficulty to the consumers and giving an 
- impetus to the black marketing ; and 

i f C ^i keeping in view the interest, of the consumers, whether he proposes to 
^ abolish the monopoly^; if not, why not? 

r .^ Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a), (b), (c), ,(d) and (el. 

• n ° 1 ., rrla 101 ? das been called for from the Bihar Government and their reply 
is still awaitedv. . * J 

Position re Pationing, etc., in Vizagapatam District 

; 1221 • *Prof. sr. G. Ranga: Will the Honourable the Food Member be 
pleased- to state : 1 

(a) the latest position in Vizagapatam District in regard to, (i) daily rations 

granted per adult jn towns and rural areas, (ii) the date from which rural people 
are also granted 40 tolas (one lb.) per adult as ir the case of urban people, and 
(iii) the prevalence and incidence of diseases, especially the new disease of boils 
and akin affliction ; , 

(b) the provision of additional medical assistance ; 

(e) the importation of rice from Central Provinces and other areas into this 
deficit area ; _ 

(d) whether any efforts are being made to introduce compulsory rural ration- 
ing; if so, when it is expected to be achieved; and 

(e) whether there are any non-official medical agencies — A'lopaijhy or Ayur- 
vedic — serving the' local sufferers and what assistance is being given to them 
-by Government? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) (i) The size of the ration in 
the towns is just over 1 lb. Pationing has not yet been introduced in the rural 
areas. 

(ii) Does not arise. 

(iii) I am informed that there is no marked increase in the incidence of any * 
disease and mortality from June 1944 to date is only slightly above average. 

(b) Additional medical assistance has been provided in the shape of medical 
relief centres mobile units, additional doctors, free kitchens and free distribu- 
tion of clothing to destitutes. 

(c) In the last 44 months, 51,000 tons of rice have been imported into the 

district. - . 

(d) Informal rationing in rural areas in four taluks will be introduced shortly 
and extended to all other taluks within 2 or 3 months 

(e) Yes. The information regarding the assistance given to them by the 
- Government is being obtained. 

Non-Fe&istration of New Firms for Supply of Powder Condiment 

1230. *Mr. Muhammad Ahsan: (a) Will the Honourable the Food Mem- 
ber please state .if it is' a fact that the Chief Director of Purchase ordered in 
August, 1943, that no new firms shall be registered for the supply of powder 
condiment? If so, why? 

, (b) How many firms which applied were refused registration as a result 

the above order? 

(c) How many new applications were received for registration of the above 
item, after the order? How many of them were refused cons’deration and which 
■of them were considered, inspected and registered? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) No such orders were issued 
by the Chief Director of Purchase who- was at that time desipiated as Deputy 
Director General (Purchase). 

(b) Does not arise. , 

(c) Does not arise. 



m2 

' Nasarptjr Fruit Preserving Factory ' 

1231. *Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazl-i-Haq Piracha: (a) Will the Honourable 
the Food Member please state vhen the Nasarpur Fruit Preserving Factory 
came into existence and when it Legan to function? 

(b) What was the cost of the factory and what is the annual expenditure 
incurred in running the factory including all kinds of establishment ? 

(c) How much of the goods were prepared since the factory began to work, 
how much of them were declared fit for military consumption, how much of 
them were declared unlit and, what is the market value of the goods declared 
unfit? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Frasad Srivastava: (a) The Nasarpur Factory 
was completed and started to work in September, 1944. 

(b) The cost of the factory was Bs. 9,34,617 which was borne by Govern- 
ment. The running costs ore not known, as they are borne by the contractor 
who operates the factory on a fixed price contract for the final product. 

(e) 82 tous arid 820 lbs. were produced, of which 10 tons and 100 lbs were 
accepted for military consumption,- and the balance valued at Es. 1,62,000 was 
rejected, - • 

Nasarpur Fruit Preserving Factory 

1232. '"Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazl-i-Haq Piracha: (a) Will the Honourable 
the Food Member please state if the Nasarpur Factory is being proposed to be 
transferred to the civil authorities? If so, when and on what terms? 

(b) Are the goods declared unfit for military use being sold in the market 
for the use of the civil public If so, are the goods. unfit for the use of the mili- 
tary personnel considered fit for human consumption’. If so, .how?' 

(e) Who is responsible for the loss,, sustained by Government in preparing 
goods that are not suitable for human consumption? Will an enquiry be made? 
If so, when, and if not, why not? < 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Frasad Srivastava: (a) The matter is under con- 
sideration. No definite terms have so far been settled. 

(b) Yes. The canned fruit are sound and fit for consumption, but some did 
not satisfy the Army specifications which have regard to the special conditions 
for which they are required, 

(c) The contractor is responsible for the rejected goods and will bear the 
loss if any. No ,, enquiry is therefore necessary and ho question of fixing respon- 
sibility arises. 

Desirability of Monthly Eationing System in Delhi 

1240. *5ardar Mangal Singh: Will the Honourable the. Food Member please 
state the difficulty which he apprehends in permitting ^monthly ration supply 
system introduced in Delhi Province like Lahore where monthly ration system 
is in operation and is working satisfactorily? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: The experiment has been tried 
in Lahore which is in a surplus area but has not proved popular. Delhi is a 
deficit area dependent on the movement of supplies from the Punjab. A month- 
ly ration system in a deficit area requires the carrying of larger reserves and 
larger stocks by the retailers and wholesalers and this Delhi is not yet in a 
question to accept. - - 


POSTPONED STABBED QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES 
WEITTEN ANSWERS. ~ 

(Postponed from March, 5, 1945) 

Purchase of Vegetable Ghee 

650. *Mr. Govind V. Dashmukh: (a) Will the Honourable the Food Member 
be pleased to state the quantity of vegetable ghee purchased during January, 
J944 to September, 1944, and from' -1st October to the 31st December, 1944, 
to them? * rateS an<3 fr ° m ^ hafc Parfcies and curing what percentage of’ profits 
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i^creura'dls Sir ."waD Was? A 
3 purchased during Januar' 
during October to December DM 4. '7 -073 tPhs . 

' (h) Da\ merit for the supplies was in. vie to c.nh iUfaYnfactYuvV hmm^vu - 0 ' 
cost at oil plus a unifoim fixed pveeerehig eh.nno m ID ,'Db paV ton Vh •- oii^Vi' 
~a-s inclusive of tiro cost of tilts cowl an A vet- Age pvotVt vrf aIvau Ifa b\l pet mn 
(iii) Ilia supplies wave obtained from all fho lb f.utoits mum nnwm,_ t ?• 
product in 1044 ; the ulloeufon to each f.wAon was nude >s\ the Vim-p 'i 
Manufacturers ' Association of India. 


(b) Yes, Vegetable ghee had to he subsumed in pan nil milk ..her m on* a 
to meet the demands of the Defence Pomes without unduW iium/ihc -mpp\w, 
of milk gliee available for civilian population 1( fa lCiPcUcd thu nu'o-ivinon 
regarding ration scales for troops cannot ho dno'cr-cd in the pnhho mere, t 
(0) The answer to the iked pait is in the ailhmatiic 1'ood IvpiUtmem me 
taking all possible steps to procure os much m'lk ghee as poMhh' ha (hr 
Defence Services. 


SoauoiI'y ok Duitn.u Oils and Yiml run d Uunn 

051. *Mr. Otovhul V. Doshinulih ! (a) Will the Jhanmiahlc llu> h'ood lMemhei- 
pleaso slate if ho in aware that there is a great seareiU and an u< ta| 

for ecliblo oils and vegetable ghee I jot li lor the ailin itlui Hill intiinumpi fan '' It 
so, what stepa linvo Clovorniuenl taken mul are taking In meet line thnnaiu!' 1 

(b) 'Aro any otepa being taken to get macliilieiv In [iludia>t> nil mat lagnlahle 
ghee ? 

'(c) What iu the time nr, dally taken by (he bond PenarllnHil In coiHiIm ami 
permit applications for the importation 0! plants I’m Ifa predaH It in'. 1 

(d) How many applications were received hi the k'nnd hapai Imenl, dailtn» 
January to Juno, 1044, and from July to Deeembei. 10 1 1, and Ian, mam, u -re 
permitted? 

(c) How many applications are pending disposal, and tor v, tad /ifiind and 
for what reasons? 

The Honourable 81‘r Jv/ala jTfcsad Briva Slave: I am fnllv aware of 'lie 
increased demand for edible vegetable oils and vanaspali (dice 'flu. (reo J 
Department has already assisted mamifneturers to eriond the eapsrily of 1 I 
ing plants by 12,000 tons per annum and has promoted Ihe creelimi of r ? < •’ 
factories with an additional capacity of 80,000 tons pm annum '(lie form, 
which assistance has taken, lias been to accord mnnuFficf urere (be p'inrrre- 
necessary to obtain machinery from abroad and steel end bmldmo maimed In 
India itself. Apart .'from this assistance to vnnn^pnfi manuf u f ur<- ry the r 1 r port 
ment has supported the issue of licences for fpo import n ton of rna rr Hrm I0 l 'r 
expellers for crushing edible oils An experienced officer r,f Ha I rep irhnrpt 
instructed to prepare a comprehens ve report e,-i <*diich a Ion ' knn ofan enuld > f 
based for the expansion of the industry. HD report has h^r-ri "libmiM'-d mid 1- 
undei’Jhe act : vc consideration of (Tovornnvnf Jo flu uv -mtune lOl aj-,p] 
tions for assistance in starting Or expanding b e'orV ~ low Irm rr'-ri-"'! ",d 

have been kept pending until decisions ha^'c b° r o m'lc’ird on Hr vp n 1 ‘ r ’ "l"'b 
i ha~e referred. Of tbes^, 22 are more than 0 moii'lc old and I'! Ir n 
and P months; the remainder are h>ss than 8 months old 

CrTiKP. I'CRCfT,' S7"0 AOrV'Ts 

652. G-eviub ~T. Deshninkh: (a) Will lb - Ffono-ir ibk- fi <• Fund ’tubr 

please state wh", when recent!-/ they invited app 1 j<-aiion'' from ,, 'i 1 kun • " f > ro- 



for acting as Ghee Purchasing Agents for the Central Provinces, Berar, Bihar, 
Bombay, 0 Kathiawar, Sind and Madras, did they not invite applications for the 
United Provinces, G-walior and the Punjab area? 

(b) Is it a fact that Messrs. Alopi Prasad and Sons hod' held a ghee pur- 
chasing agency for a number of years from Military Department, and because 
of that they now continue to hold it from the Supply and Pood Departments? ' 
If so, for how many years had Messrs. Alopi Prasad been acting as Ghee 
Purchasing Agents for the Military Department, and for how many continuous 
years have they been employed as such by the Supply and Pood Departments? 

(c) Do Government propose to invite applications from other well-known 
firms for acting as Ghee Purchasing Agents for Government for the above area? 
If so, when? 

(d) Are the terms and conditions on which Messrs. Alopi Prasad and Sons 
are acting as Ghee Purchasing Agents different from those of other Agents? 

If so, in what respects, and why ? 

(e) What are the areas allotted to Messrs, ‘Alopi Prasad for the purchase of 

ghee? ■ s ■ 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) In July, 1944, applica- 
tions were invited for the appointment of Ghee Purchasing Agents for the areas 
for which agreements were due to expire on 31st August, 1944 ; none were invited 
for the U. P., Gwalior and the Punjab areas, as the existing agreement for these 
areas was not due to expire. - ... 

(b) and (e). Messrs. Alopi Prasad and Sons were appointed as Ghee Purchas- 
ing Agents to Government for all-Army requirements in 1929, when the require- 
ments were small. They continued, as such until 1942 since when their opera- 
tions have been confined to' the U. P., Gwalior and the Punjab areas. 

(c) No; not at present. - - - 

• (d) Yes. The principal difference is that Messrs. Alopi Prasad and Sons’ 
agreement is the standing agency agreement terminable at nine months’ notice. 
The remaining agreements are for a period of one year terminable at three 
months’ notice. 

_ S, 

Monday, 36th March, 1945 

, Weekly Rationing in New Delhi 

1323. *Mr. Sri Prakasa : Will the Honourable Member for Food please state: 

(a) if it is a fact that rations can be purchased in New Delhi for a -week 

at a time and if any person takes it for a lesser period he loses his right to buy" 
rations again during that particular week; ' 

(b) if he is aware, that this entails great hardship on daily wage earners who 
find it difficult to purchase rations for a whole week at a time; and 

"(c) what arrangements have been made for this class of the population, and 
for beggars and others who have no settled places of residence? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) No. Every ration card- 
holder can draw his ration twice a week. , 

(b) Does not arise, 

(c) Daily wage earners, as well as beggars and other homeless people have' 
been issued individual ration cards, and buy their rations twice a week. 

Equal Rations of Wheat and Rice to' Vegetarians and Non-Vegetarians 

1324. *Mr. Sri Prakasa: Will the Honourable the .Food Member please state: 

(a) if it is a fact that the amount of rations of wheat and rice allotted to'- 
vegetarians and non-vegetarians is equal; 

(b) if there is no rationing of meat; and 

' ( c ) he proposes to consider the desirability pf increasing the quantity of 

wheat and rice for those who are vegetarians? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) Meat is not rationed. , ’ _ 

(c) No, Sir. " 
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Scarcity of Foodgrains in Hazaribagh 

1325. *Sri K. B. Jinaraja Hegde: Will the Honourable the Food Member 
be pleased to state : 

(a) whether he is aware that Mr. Ram Narain Singh, a member of this 
Assembly, made an allegation in his speech during the discussion on- the 
General Budget .that in his constituency (Hazaribagh) people are eating roots 
and leaves; 

(b) whether Government propose to supply them with subsidised grains; 
if it is due to economic difficulties and if it is due to non-availability of grains, 
whether Government propose to take adequate steps to supply them with neces- 
sary grains; and 

(c) in how many places in the country people are obliged to eat roots and 
leaves from jungles? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) Yes, 'Sir. 

(b) and (c). Wherever I am sat'sfied that supplies of grain are inadequate 
I shall endeavour to remedy the deficiency. In the case of Bihar the supply 
position is reported by the Provincial Government to be satisfactory. As I 
have already informed the House an infer departmental committee is actively 
examining the whole question of the subsidisation of food. 

Ration of Grains- per Head per Day 

1326. *Mr. T. S. AvinashiLmgam Chettiar: Will the Honourable the Food 
Member please state : 

(a) the ration of grains per individual per day allowed in the various 
Provinces ; ' 

(b) whether it varies from Province to Province; if so, why; 

(c) in how many Provinces a ration of more than 1 lb. per bead per day is 
allowed ; and 

(d) whether in fixing the ration, they have considered the fact that labourers, 
especially those working on land, require more of grains? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava; (a) A statement is placed on 
the table. 

(b) Yes. The scales of ration in different areas vary according to the sup- 
ply position, and’ also depend on whether separate provision is made for sup- 
plementary rations for heavy manual, workers. 

(e) Seven. ’ - 

(d) Yes, Sir. 


Statement showing the size of ration in foodgrains per adult per day in lbs. in rationed areas 


Provinces 

Maximum 

Min : mum 

1. 

Assam / 

• 

■ 


• 


• 

1-14 lbs. . 


2. 

Bengal 


• 


• 

• 

• 

1-19 

» 

114 lbs. 

3. 

Bombay 

• 

• 


• 



10 

>r 

0-79 , s 

4. 

U. P. . 

• 



• 

• 


10 

» 


5. 

C. P. . 

• 

• 


* 

• 


10- 



6. 

N. W. F. P. 


• ' {• 


• 

• 


1 14 

>> 


7.' 

Punjab 

• 

• 


• 

• 

• 

10 

99 


8. 

Sind 

• 



• 

• 

• 

114 

99 


9. 

Bihar . 







- -9 

99 


10. 

Orissa (Cuttack) 

* 



. 

. 

. 

1-3 

99 

. . 

11. 

Madras 





. 

• 

113 

99 

0 78 lbs. 

12. 

Delhi . 


. , 



. 

, 

113 

99 

. . 

13. 

Ajmer-Merwara 

, 

, , 


. 

. 

. 

10 

99 

. . 

14. 

Baluchistan 

. 

, , 


, 

. 

. 

1-0 

„ 










* 
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Non-Adults Age Limits for Bationing Purposes in Madras Presidency 

1333. ’“Sri K. B. Jinaraja Hegde: Will the Honourable the Food Member 
he pleased to state : 

(a) whether he is aware that for purposes of rationing, statutory or other- 
wise, a non-adult is one below twelve and above two years of age, in the Madras 
Presidency; whereas in the Bombay ^Presidency he is one below six ‘years entitled 
to half a unit of foodgrains ; 

(b) the central policy on the point; 

(c) how and from where the, children below two years are to get food ; and 

(d) if Government are prepared to lay down a consistent policy with regard 
to the point raised herein? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b), (c) and (d). The policy of the Government of India has been embodied 
in a resolution adopted at the Fifth All-India Food Conference, namely “in 
all rationing schemes the definition of a child should be from the date of birth 
to the age of eight’’. All Provincial and State Governments are being ashed to- 
implement this resolution. 


Distribution of Sugar in Dhahwar 


1334. -Sri H. B. Jinaraja Hegde: Will the Honourable the Food Member 
be pleased to state : 

(a) the quantum of sugar that is distributed in the town of Dliarwar; 

(b) the system and, basis for distribution of sugar to (i) hotel -keepers, (i) 

restaurant-keepers, and (iiij householders ; -- 

(c) if it is a fact that restaurant-keepers are not getting enough sugar even 
to serve tea since two months ; and 

. 0) ^ * s a Hot that since one month no sugar is being given to restaurants 

in Dhanvar; if so, why? 

Tne Honourable' Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) Sugar ration in Dliarwar 
is one lb. per adult and ^ lb. per child per fortnight. 

(b) (i) and (ii). Hotel-keepers and restaurant-keepers are supplied with 
sugar on permits based on estimated consumption. 

(iii) Householders receive supplies on per capita basis as in (a) above. 

(c) Owing to a reduction in the Provincial, sugar; quota, the quantities 

allowed to the establishments, mainly sweetmeat sellers and to a lesser extent 
to the tea-shops, were reduced in February 1945. Some tea-shops, which used 
up their quota early, had to go without sugar in the second fortnight of 
I ebruary. > 

(d) No, Sir. ' 


Bation per Adult Labourer in certain Areas 

1337. *Sri K. B. Jinaraja Hegde: Will -the Honurable the Food Member 
be pleased to state : 

nnrh? Ilf 11011 £ Sr aduI .t ] abourer in, (1) coffee, tea, and rubber, betelnut and 
Mnlft'Lr ^ f 'rf ( n ) coffee ’ te « and betelnut estates and paddv fields in 

KnlJto ’ betelnut gardens, cardamom estate and paddy fields' in South 

<md Tea S to&nSS. ; h''* 1 ' 1 " 4 “***“ 

‘V S . a fncf; estate owners are permitted to purchase and 
stock foodgrains for their labourers in Coorg and Nilgiris- P 

nr, I 'w ctler 14 ls truc _*hat no such permission is given to betelnut hardeners 
and cardamom estate owners in the district of South Kanara ; ° ^ 

Komi r Govemment are aware that on account of these restrict Ana Hip 
keen^h . ca ^ d ® ners and cardamom estate owners in South Kanara are unable to 
keep their labourers and that their cultivation is suffering and that the V 

labourers are migrating to Goorg; and - ’ the r 

m,ttai t c™teto™to,ta°r SS 10 la A TOmm ° n I"** regard to a,) 
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The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) (i) There is no statutory 
rationing in Coorg. 

(ii) In Malabar Coffee and Tea Estates labour get one lb. rice and 0 27 lb. 
- wheat per adult per day. Landholders and permanent farm servants on betelnut 

estates and paddy fields get one ib. of rice per adult per day. 

(iii) In South Canara betelnut "gardens, cardamom estate and paddy fields 
labour get one lb. of foodgrains per adult per day. 

(iv) There is no statutory rationing in the rural areas in North Kanara. 

(v) Coffee and tea estates labour in Nilgiris are allowed 1-06 lbs. lice and 
•63 lb. wheat. 

(b) Yes, Sir; but in the case of Nilgiris, quotas based on the number of 
employees are given to the estate owners for distribution to labourers tlirou 0 h 
the employers shops. In the absence of such shops, the labourers take lations 
from the nearest retail shop. 

(e) Arecanut growers, who applied have been allowed the concession referred 
to in (b). Information regarding cardamom estate owners is being collected. 

- (-d) No, Sir. 

(e) The aim is to provide a basic ration of one lb. in staple foodgrains ard 
an extra 50 per cent, for heavy manual workers but the actual rat on in each 
area depends on local conditions and supplies. Extra rations to labourers are 
allowed when supplies are available, and employers of estates uho are pro- 
ducers of foodgrains are allowed tj> retain their produce for distribution to their 
labourers through their grain shops. 

Interpretation of “Gram” in the' Schedule of Eoodgrains (Euture and 

Option’s Prohibition) Order 

1348. *Sri K. B. Jinaraja Hegde: Will the Honourable Member for Indus- 
tries and Civil Supplies be pleased to state : 

(a) whether he is aware that the commodity described as “gram” in the 
schedule annexed to the Foodgrains (future and option’s prohibition) Order, 
1942, has given rise to doubts and whether it has cleared any departmental 
circulars; and 

' (b) whether the word ‘gram’ was intended to apply to horse “gram” and 
whether the order has been applied to horse gram? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) and (b). I have received 
ncT such complaint in connection with the working of the Foodgra’ns (Futures 
and Options Prohibition) Order 1942. Gram is generally understood bv the 
trade to mean Bengal gram of which the botanical name is cicer arieinum. 
Home gram, commonly known as Kulti is a species of pulses and is quite distinct 
from ordinary 'gram. 

In connection with their Foodgrains Procurement Scheme, the Food Depart- 
ment issued^ a circular letter in June, 1943, explaining that by ‘gram’ was meant 
‘Bengal gram’ and not ‘green gram’, ‘black gram’ or ‘horse gram’, which are 
really varieties of pulses. 

Licensed Salt Dealers, etc., in Bihar 

1349. *MauIvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: (a) Will the Honourable the Food 
Member please refer to his replies to my starred question No. 952 of the 13th 
March, 1945, and starred question No. 710 of the 30th March, 1944, and state 
whether he has received replies of the starred question No. 710 asked on 
the 30th March, 1944? If so, what it is? If not, whether he has issued any 
reminder to get replies? 

(b) With reference to replies to part (b) of starred question No. 953 of the 
13th March, 1945, in which the Honourable Member stated that one more 
wholesale sugar dealer was going to be added in the Hajipur sub-division of the 
Muzaffarpur district in Bihar, does the Honourable the Food Member pro- 
pose to ask the Bihar Government to consider the claims of the said Barkat 
Mian of the same sub-division as he happened to be on the approved list of 
svholesale dealers of sugar? 
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The Honomable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) Yes. According to the 
information received from the Bihar Government there were 1,489_ Muslim 
licensed salt dealers in Bihar on the 30th March, 1944, and 2,047 on the 10th 
March 1945, out of a total of 19,522. The information is, however, still not 
complete. 

As regards part (b) of starred question No. 952 the information is that there 
has been an increase in the number of Muslim salt dealers since 1944 in the 
T'irhut Division. 

(b) The matter is entirely within the discretion of the Provincial Govern- 
ment, but I am prepared to send them copies of the questions and answers for 
their consideration. 

Authority controlling Movements of Foodgrains and Gur in certain 

Districts of Biiiar 

1352. *Mt. Ram Narayan Singh: Will The Honourable the Food Member 
please state: 

(a) the local authority which- controls the movements of foodgrain and gur 
in the districts of Hazaribagli, Gaya and Ranchi; 

(b) the authority which has prohibited the movement of gur from Chatra 
in Hazaribagli district to Loherdago in Ranchi district; and the reasons therefor; 
and 

(e) whether he is aware of the fact that unnecessary interferences with 
the , mter-distnct movements of foodgrains and i gur has been causing 
jyeat difficulties and inconveniences both to the producers and consumers of 
foodgrains and gur in the districts mentioned un (a) and (b); and if he proposes 
to advise the local authority concerned not to do so? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) The Regional Officer, 
Ranehi in Hazan Bagh and Ranchi Districts, and 'the Regional Officer, Gaya' 
in Gaya District. - J 

(b) The Local Government, on the advice of the Government of India, In 
ordei to prevent excessive movement of gur to the districts on the borders 
o the province, whence smuggling out of the' province is easv. 

( c ; I nave heard of no special inconvenience. 


Tuesday, 29th March, 1845 ^ 

iA C f lE !^ T 0N W0RKING 0F Food Administration in A JM e e -Merwara 

Mo stafm ^ FnSaUSa: Wm ^ Hoiloul ' able Member for Food be pleased 

- (a) if he has received the results of the enquiry held min ft,a ' * , 

working of his department in Aimer-Merwara bv tlj TP n ■ ° f the 
Food Regional Commissioner and the stepsif I t f mmis «'^er and 

the report; and " ’ taken as a result of 

(b) if the Chief Commissioner of Airner-Merwam Hoc j ./ 
saying that the public shall have to accent wheat wi t f n 5 ,tlilcat ion 
ivith an admixture of 30 per cent of 3 “ the future 

•consent in the matter has been secured? ’’ d lf the department's 

s 3" e, r rj r 

“b) Hrst imP “'' e ” e ” t ta * he t0 ° d “^nistaMon of AjmerffiX* 

Tho Honourable Sin JwMn Pr3aVsriva S tai T , of th< * 

out of the question on the paper. ’ su ^ rnlf: that does not arise 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: Is this being done in Ajmer-Merwara? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: No. 
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'Mr. Sri Prakasa: With, reference to the reply to part (b), will he please 
inquire into this_ matter, because l.have information that such a notification has 
been issued? > * ~ 

The - Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: 1 am afraid the information 
which my ‘Honourable friend has got is not correct. I have inquired into the 
•matter. . f A 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: Let him give rice or wheat but with- 
out mud. 

Production of Sugar 

1465. *Sri K. B. Jinaraja Hegde: Will the Honourable the Pood Member 
be jdeased to state: -- 

(a) the annual total production of sugar in the country; ^ 

(b) whether production has increased since 1939; 

(e) the. annual total exports of this country and to what places it was 
exported ; 

(d) how the present shortage is - explained; 

(e) , the basis of distribution of sugar to various provinces ; and 

• (f) whether the production in Native States is also taken into consideration? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) The total annual pro- 
duction of sugar in India has varied between 10 and 12 lakh tons in recent 
years. 

(b) Production was. highest in T939-40, and 1943 44, at about 12| lakh tons, 
but was not so-higli in the intervening three years. 

(c) The annual total exports are about 17,000 tons of sugar to neighbouring 
countries. 

(d) The present shortage is due to increase in population, increased require- 
ments of the Defence Services, the relatively high ipcrease in urban population 
which is the main consumer of sugar, and higher purchasing capacity of the 
public. It is also due to the estimated fall in production in the current year. 

(e) The' available supply of sugar is distributed to various Provinces and 
States on the basis of their pre-war average consumption during the years 
1935-36 to 1938-39. Adjustments are, however, made in special circumstances. 

(f) Yes. 

Sri K._B. Jinaraia Hegde: With reference to (c), is it not a fact that the 
Provinces are not getting even their 1935 average quota even today? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: T am not aware. I am giving 
them according to the average consumption during that year. 

Sri K. B. Jinaraja Hegde: They are not getting that quota even today? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: What province does the 
Honourable Member refer to? Tf it is Madras. I will inquire into the matter. 
I am not aware tha+ Madras is not getting its quota. 

Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon: Is the shortage of sugar due to shortage of 
cane plantation? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I do not think it arises cut 
of this question. 

Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon: It does arise. Hov* is the present shortage 
explained?' 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: There are a number of causes 
for the present shortage. One of th«m is smaller cultivation of cane. 

Non-Increase in Size of Nation in Malabar 

1466. *Sri,K. B. Jinaraja Hegde: Will the Honourable the .Food .Member 
be pleased to state: 

fa") whether he is aware that the Adviser to His "Excellencv the Governor 
of Madras in charge- of 'Food made a statement in the Madras Provincial Food 
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-Council tnar the size o± ration In Malabar could not be mcreaaoci to 1 lb. per 
-adult per day, Decause -Hallways veie not placing enough wagonb to carry the 
grams to West Coast; it so, wnetker it was true; and 

(b) if the wagons are available now to carry foodgrains to West Coast; if 
not, do Government propose to arrange for alternative transport tor the said 
purpose? 

The Honourable Sir Jwaia Prasad- Srivastava: (a) and (b). I understand 
that the Adviser said that the main difficulty was transportation. Arrange- 
ments to overcome this have been made. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: Now that the wagons are available, 
from when will the increased ration of one pound per day be giveu? 

The Honourable Sir Jwaia Prasad Srivastava: As soon as the stuff is there 
to make the ration one pound a day possible. 

Mi. G. Eangiah Naidu: .Has any inquiry been made to find out whether 
one pound of rice is sufficient for a man who can eat more than that? 

Higher Size of Ration in Delhi 


1467. *Sri K. B. Jinsraja Eegde: Will the Honourable the Pood Member 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Central Government have accepted the principle involved in 
resolution No. 1(b) of the 5th All India Pood Conference, namely, ihat until 
all deficit areas can be ensured -sufficient supplies to enable them to sustain a 
basic ration of 1 lb. of cereals per adult per day, the size of the basic ration in 
any area should not exceed that quantity, if so, why the size of ration in 
Delhi -is still kept at 18 ozs. while in Malabar it is 12 ozs.; 

(b) whether any time limit was given to Provincial Governments and States 
to conform to the principles laid down in that Conference; 

(c) the size of the supplementary ration agreed to bp given to manual 
workers, and if the cultivators of foodgrains come under that class; if not, 
why not; 

(dj whether he is aware that in the Madras Presidency a child up to 2 
years is not entitled to any ration; 

(e) the sanction behind the resolutions of the All India Food Conference; 

and 

(f) whether Government propose to keep a constant watch over all Govern- 
ments and direct them to follow the resolutions to which they are parties? 

The Honourable Sir Jwaia Prasad Srivastava: (a) The principle of Gne 
Resolution has been accepted. It lays down the size of the basic ration in urban 
areas assuming that in addition a supplementary ration is provided for .heavy 
manual workers. Where no such supplementary ration is provided, as in the 
case of Delhi, the Government of India are prepared to allow a higher basic 
ration up to a limit of 8 lbs. per week. 

(b) No, Sir. ' ' . 

(c) No scale has been laid down, but in urban rationing administrations are 

advised, subject to supplies being available, to aim at the provision of a sup- 
plementary ration for heavy manual -workers upto 50 per cent, of the Basic 
ration. Cultivators of foodgrains are not excluded from the category of heavy 
manual workers. - - J 

(d) Yes, Sir. 


(e) They have the force of recommendations to the' Government of India 
embodying a large measure of agreement and common purpose between Pro- 
vincial and State Governments, on the subjects with which thev deal. 

(f) The Government of India will make every endeavour to that end 

Pre5rI 0 i,^ , n?H- :Ra f ga: v T1 - ° f , the fnrjt that >, several towns in the Madras 
Presidency cultivators living m urban areas are not treated as comhm within 

hen T y mai \ ual labourers, will the Government of India issim 
definite instructions to see that these people are included within that category? 
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The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: We have already done so, 
.as I have stated in my answer. 

Prof, N. G. Ranga: The Honourable Member only said that they are not 
excluded from this category. It does not mean that they are to he included. 
In either case, the agricultural worker who does heavy manual labour takes 
much more food than one pound, as was mentioned by my Honourable friend 
Mr. Rangiah Naidu. 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: The negative includes the 
.positive. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: What is the objection to give a definite instruction on 
{die lines I have suggested, unless the Honourable Member has got any mental 
reservation ? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I will with pleasure draw 
the attention of the Madras Government to this matter. 

Rice hotting in Government Godowns in Manikgan.t 

1479. *Mr. A. Satyanarayana Moorty: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Rood please state if the attention of Government has been drawn to the news 
published on page 5 of the Hindustan Times , dated 17th instant that 1,00,000 
maunds of rice was rotting in Government godowns in Manikganj (D'aeoa- 
Bengal) ? 

(b) Have they verified if this is a fact? 

(c) Do Government propose to make enquiries and find out the person or 
persons responsible for such a large wastage ?- 

(d) What steps do Government propose’ to take to prevent recurrence of such 
happenings? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) Yes. 

(b), (c) and (d). An enquiry has been made from the' Bengal Government 
and the Information will be laid on the table of the House when received. 

Mr. G. Rangiah Baidu: May I know from the Honourable Member whether 
ho is going to visit the storage place and find out if the foodstuffs are pro- 
perly secured? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable Member 
said he would collect information and lay it on the_ table. 

Mr. G. Rangiah Baidu: Sir, I should like to know whether the Honour- 
able Member is going to visitr the places of storage of foodstuffs . . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Order, order. That 
does not arise at all. 

Foodstuff destroyed in Bengal 

1480. *Mr. A. Satyanarayana Moorty: Will the Honourable the Food 
Member please state the total quantity and value of foodstuff that had to be 
destroyed in Bengal in 1944 for want of proper care in storage? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: An enquiry has been made 
from the Bengal_ Government and the information will be laid on the table of 
the House -when received. 

Mr. Sri- Prakasa: Is" it "a fact that very .often foodstuffs are stored in 
the open and exposed to rain and wind? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: No, Sir, that is not a fact. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Is it a fact that large quantities of rice deteriorated 
at Munshigunj and a considerable quantity of ait ci also deteriorated at Dacca 
recently? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I am unable to answer that 
question without notice. 
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Food Scarcity in Orissa 

1481. *Mr. A. Satyanarayana Mooity: (a) Has the attention of the Honour- 
able the Food Member been drawn to a news item published on page 4 of the 
Hindustan Times Evening- News, dated the 16th March, 1945, regarding a 
statement by Mr. Biswanath Das, Ex-premier of Orissa, saying that the condi- 
tions in Orissa are deplorable and people are living on “banshini” a preparation 
made of bamboo trees? 

(b) Do Government propose to verify the facts and see that sufficient quan- 
tity of rice and other essential foodstuffs are immediately supplied to Orissa? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava:. The answer to both parts of 
the question is m the affirmative. 

, Production of Potatoes in Farrukiiabad 

1483. *Mr. A. Satyanarayana Moorty: Will the - Honourable the Food 
Member please state: ' 

(a) the production of potatoes in Farrukhabad this season; 

(b) the number“of tons for which export permits are given; 

(c) the number of tons remaining in 'that local market; 

(d) if he is aware that the number of tons left behind exceeds the require- 
ments of the local civilian consumption; - 

(e) if he proposes to take steps t-o see that necessary permits are issued for 
their export; 

(f) the number of tons purchased by the military for dehydration purposes; 

and v 

(g) whether Government propose to make transport arrangements to send 
the surplus stock to deficit areas? 

- The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) to (g). The production is 
estimated at 19 lakh maunds of tvhieh export is permitted upto 121 laxh 
maunds. In addition there is a military demand of 1-35 lakh maunds. On 
completion of these quotas the residue left would be 5-16 .lakh maunds .which is 
not considered to be in excess of local requirements for consumption and seed 
within the Province. I regret that I have no precise figures of the amount 
actually exported to date but the ban is being temporarily lifted to facilitate < 
the clearance of the exportable surplus. Necessary assistnace for movcireut 
is being given by the Provincial Government. 

Condition for Grant of Wholesale Dealer’s Licence for Sugar in Bihar 

1581. *Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Gbani: Will the Honourable Men her 
for Food be pleased to refer to his reply to part (d.) of starred question No. 953 
on the 13th March, 1945 and state: (a) whether establishment in trade is a 
condition for the grant of wholesale dealer’s licence for sugar in Bihar;. 

(b) whether the said three Marwaris had ever worked as wholesale sugar 
dealers in Muzaffarpur district; if so, for what amount, -from what sugar ‘ 
factory and for what length of time; 

(c) 'the amount the said three Marwaris paid over the purchase of Nation- 

al Savings Certificates and the ’ date when such certificates were pmeba-ed • 
and . - ' 

(d) the date of the grant and issue of the sugar wholesale dealer’s' licence? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad ‘Srivastava: (a) Yes. 

(b), (cV and (dV Yes. All the three Marwari firms have worked as whole- 
sale sugar dealers in Muzaffarpur District. A statement about other marl icula’-s 
is laid on the table of the House. 
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Statement 


Name of the < 
Firm 

Extent of sugar * 
business 

Name of sugar 
factories from 
where supplies 
• obtain 

i 

Period 
in trade 

i 

Bate and amount* 
invested in 
National savings 
Certificates 

Date of grant 
and issue 
of the sugar 
wholesale 
dealer’s 
licence 

Remarks 

SI/S. Meghraj 
Ram chandra. 

Head a turnover 
varying - from 
14,000 to 18,000 
bags a year 

between 1940-41 
to 1942-43 ; annual 
investment exceeds 
Rs. 5 lakhs. 

MaJhaulia, Ba- 
gaha Ram- 

nagar, Sagauli 
and Motipur; 

Nearly 5a 
years. 

Rs. 20,000 in 
January, 44 ; 
Rs. 5,000 in 
March; 44 ; and 
Rs. 2,500 in 
January, 45. 

12th March, 
1943. 


M/S. Ramni- 
was Ram- 
il alia v. 

Annual investment | 
between Rs. 30,000 
to Its. 3 lakhs. 

Bfigaha Mofci- | 
hari, Japaha, 
Sitalpur, Moti- 
pur, Pacliru- 
Klii, Marhow- 
rah and Riga. 

About 50 1 
years. 

Rs. 5,000 be- 
tween January 
and February, 
1945. 

February, 

1943. 


M/S- Ramil- I 
wan Dalai. 

; 

Turnover of 15,000 
to 20,000 bags a : 
year. 

Riga and Har- 
katiaganj. 

10 years 

Rs. 250 in 1944 
and Its. 350 
during 1945. 

ilarcli, 1943 



Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani : May I know whether these merchants 
were dealers in .sugar or in cloth? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: In sugar. They have been 
dealing in sugar iqv fifty years. 

' Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: Has the Honourable Member verified 
this fact? 

_ The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: This is the information 
supplied to me by the- Bihar Government? 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: As this is not correct information, will the 
Honourable Member make further inquiries and find out whether they were 
dealers. in sugar for so many years? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I do not consider it necessary 
at all, in view of the definite information given to me by the Bihar Government. 

Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon: In reply to part (c) of the question, may I 
know how much money these merchants have invested in the National Savings 
Certificate ? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad- Srivastava: The question is redundant in 
a way, because investment in national savings certificates is not considered for 
the grant of sugar licences, although the person investing in them will be 
regarded as a prudent man. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiax: In view of the fact that tb°re are 
Regional Food Commissioners' in the place, will the Honourable Member be 
good enough to' inquire from him whether the facts stated in the question are 
correct or the’ facts sent To him by the Bihar Government are correct? 

Prof. N, G. Pang a: In view of the fact that the Honourable Member has Ms 
own Regional Food Commissioner, will it not be possible for him to ascertain 
the true state of things from his own agent? , 

Dr. Sir Zia-TJddin Ahmad: I rise to a point of order. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Let the Honourable 
Member first answer the~ supplementary question. 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: If my Honourable friend wants 
it, I will make further enquiries, but I do not think there is really any need for 
it in view of the definite information supplied to me. 

Prof. IT. G. Ranga: Since there is a doubt as to the accuracy of the mferma- 
Hon sent by the Bihar Government, since the Honourable Member nas go! his 
•own ageney . . 5 



Ai'e not the Regional Com- 
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. Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Ralnm): The Honourable Member 
is arguing. 

Prof. H. G. Ranga: It is only reasonable that the Honourable Member 
should .use his own agency and ascertain the true facts. 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: That is a matter for" argument. 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad: I rise to a point of order, Sir. An Honourable 
Member of this House has challenged the facts given by the Honourable 
Member for Rood and requested him to ascertain the' true facts again, but the 
Honourable Member refused to do so. The Honourable Member Maulvi 
Muhammad Abdul Ghani really gives facts from his own persona! knowledge, 
whereas the Honourable the Member for Rood is giving out what has been 
supplied to him by _the -Bihar Government? ' ' , 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): There is no point of 
order. 

Mr. Kailash Bihari Lall: The Honourable Member said on a previous occasion 
also that he has got definite information, but when I asserted similarly that the 
information was otherwise, then the Honourable Member said that he had 
satisfied 'himself. May 1 know what are the sources through which the Govern- 
ment of India satisfy themselves as against the ‘Bihar Government when they 
make a deliberate misstatement? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: The Government have their 
own .sources of information which the Honourable Member ought to know. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: What are these sources? 
missioners one of these sources? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next question. 

Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon: The point of order raised by Dr. Sjr-Zia Uddin 
Ahmad has not yet been decided, Sir? ' 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): What is the point of 
order? • , 1 

Dr. Sir Zia Uddin Ahmad: The point of order is this. Or-o Honourable 
Member challenged the facts given out by the Honourable tlie Rood Member 
and requested the Rood Member to make further enquiries into the matter which ■ 
he refused. ' ' 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): That is no point of order/ 
Ihe whole position has been clarified -so far as the Government Member 
apparently could do it. 

. Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: No reply has been given to part (c). 

Next 1 question 61111 ^ Houou V able Sir A bdur Rahim): He has given his reply. 

Hygiene Inspection of Coffee Ractop.ies 

be pleasefHto TV * 6 Honoui ' ab]e tbe Member 

Wu' f ^ate (a)~ whether the factories, at which coffee is prepared 

is S3NS3S! ”° ,n ‘ 01 of »d „ sc X T4 

«■» furies 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: 

Member refers to the supply of Ground Coffee. 

(al_ The, sue factories of contractors for the supplv of coffpe f nr a, 

to which the Honourable Member presumably refers 'have nb k ihc - All ^[: 
from the point of view of TTwWm ' Mve a h been inspected 

which was last inspected in June 1944' ° 6 3St tbreR mon t b 5 > except one 


Presumably the Honourable 
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(b) Precautions against adulteration are periodical inspections of the factories 
during production, monthly -statements accounting for the Coffee berries received 
and the powder produced; and analysis of samples at the Military Pood Labora- 
tories. No question of precaution at time of sale arises, as Pood Department 
purchases Coffee only as a ration for the troops. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: May I know the agency through which this 
inspection is carried on? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I have already answered that. 
Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: The particular character of the Agency? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: It is being carried on by the 
Pood Inspection Directorate. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: May I know the. name of the factory which has 
been mentioned whose inspection was not carried out from the point of view of 
hygiene ? ,, 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: That was a factory belonging 
to Messrs. Husain Bhoy and Sons Ltd. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Is the precaution against adulteration taken by the 
Central Government or by the Provincial Government? If so, what is the 
specific machinery in order to check that the public do not get adulterated stuff? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I have already explained that 
at length. 

'Mr. Manu Subedar: Is it by the Central Government or by the Provincial 
Government? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: By the Central Government. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Are yearly reports received by the Pood Depart- 1 
ment? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Yes. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Do Government take action? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: .The Pood Department is very 
much alive. 

t 

Hygiene Inspection of Condiment Powders Factories 

1583. *Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Will the Honourable the Food Member 
be pleased to state: (a) whether the factories, at which condiment powders are 
prepared, have been examined from the point of view of hygiene; if .so, what 
the reports about these factories were ; and 

(b) the' precautions taken to -prevent adulteration of condiment powders? 
The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) Yes. The reports were 
generally satisfactory. 

(b) The Precautions to prevent adulteration include analysis of samples at 
'the Military Food Laboratories and occasional inspections by officers of the 
'Food Department and of the Inspectorate of Hygiene. 

‘ Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: The Honourable Member said that the reports 
• were generally .satisfactory. What is the meaning of that? 

.The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad, Srivastava: Wherever there was any 
defect found it was brought to the notice of the proprietors and set right. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know if such complaints were made and 
y whether inspectors have gone into them, to the knowledge of the Honourable 
Member? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Oh! yes, they are being made 
ns occasion arises. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: Do the Government inspect factories 
which are producing only for armed forces or do they inspect factories ' which 
produce fra- the general public also? 
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The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava.:' It is only for the army condi- 
ment powder. '• 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar: May I know if there is any provision, for 
inspection of factories which supply for the civilian needs?-. 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: There is no purchase made 
by Government for the general public. We are on condiments now. 

Maulvi Muhammad. Abdul Ghani: What are the contents of the report? 
The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I have not got copies of 
reports. Inspections are made from time to time. If there are any defects 
they are brought to the notice of the Department by the Inspectors and those' 
defects are set right. , 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: In view of the fact that: reports are submitted 
to the Central Government, is the- Honourable Member 'in a position to say 
what the reports are and from which factories? . ' , - 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I. have not. got a . detailed list 
of factories. * V ' _ - 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: The names of such of the factories whose reports., 
he has? . . - 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: -None. 

Ghee purchasing Firm's of Government 
1584. *Mr, Govind V. Deshmukh: Will the Honourable the Food- Member 
please state: • _ ‘ 

(a) the number and names of 'firms with the. names of partners, if any* , 
appointed by Government to purchase ghee last year; . 

(b) whether any of these have been given notice^ that their services will not* 

be required; and ' , -. 

(c) the precautions taken to prevent adulteration of ghee? 

- The Honourable Six Jwala Prasad Srivastava: . (a) Only one Agent was newly, 
appointed, last year, viz., British India Trading Co., Bombay in which Mr. D. 
Khandka, Mr. Devji Rattansi and Mr. Gordhan Dass Javdavji are partners. 
(b) No. ■ 

(4 Food Department only buys ghee for the A,rmy which before acceptance 
is tested to a specification designed to ensure, the supply of pure ghee. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: What are the special qualifications of this 
•firm? _ ' ‘ . . - 

The Honourable Sir . Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I am afraid, I do not Imow- 
what my Honourable friend means by ‘special .qualifications’. They .are a 
good firm. - . ■ •: 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: - Were any tenders., invited? Was any 
comparison made, between the tenders? How were they found to be efficient? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I shall require notice as to 
whether tenders were invited or not. That does not arise out of the question 
on the order paper. ’• - ' • • 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: I know tenders .are not invited but applications 
are submitted to this Department which purchases food for the army. What 
are the grounds on which applications are granted or rejected? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: We must get hold of a reliable 
firm which will do the job. ' ' - ' ' ' . • 

Mr. Govind' V, Deshm ukh : What is meant by “a reliable firm”?' 

. (No reply was given.) 

- Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: Is it a fact that a large amount of National 
"Savinas Certificates was purchased by this firm and therefore they got the 
license? . -■ . . ■ ’ ■ • : " 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: 'No, Sir,' ‘therefore’' does not 
arise. - - ’ • 
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Ghee Heating Centres - 

1585. *Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Will the Honourable the Pood Member 
be pleased to state the number of Ghee Heating Centres in India, and the 
places where they are' situated, and whether Government propose to continue 
all of them; if not, which of the Centres are to be discontinued and why? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: There are six Ghee Heating 
Centres in India located at Agra, Muzaffarpore, Kamptee, Ambala, Karachi 
' and Bangalore. 

At present Government proposes to discontinue only the _ Ghee Centre at, 
Kamptee, from 1st ' June 1945, or soon thereafter, in view of - the changed 
circumstances of demand and availability. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: What is the meaning, of “changed circum- 
stances”? ‘ 

( The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Change in demand and avail- 
ability. ~ , ' ' 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Did not the demand originally exist and supplies 
made? On what grounds has this centre been discontinued? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: The military, demand is now 
less and there is less ghee to be obtained in that area. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Then will the Honourable Member take steps 
to decrease the ration that is given to the army in the matter of vegetable 
ghee? Is the Honourable Member aware that the army is given vegetable 
ghee simply because animal ghee is not available? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: That question ought to be 
addressed to the War Department. I do not fix the ration for the army. I 
■ only carry out the demands of the Quarter-Master General. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: But is the Honourable Member really ceils in - 
• that the demand for ghee from the army is less? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad, Srivastava: Yes, it is less. 

Excessive Requisition of Foodgrains from Cultivators in certain Districts 


1595. *Sri K. B. Jinaraja Begde: Will the Honourable the Food Member 
be pleased _to state: 

fa) whether he is aware that in the following districts, excessive requisition 
of foodgrains from cultivators was made and that their objections, are not heard 
and that there is agitation in the press against .the method employed and the 
policy followed: 

(i) Madras: — Nouth Kanara District, and 

(ii) Bombay: — Dharwar, Belgaum, Bijapur and North Kanara; and 

(b) in view of the assurance given by the Honourable Member in his reply 
to Starred Question No. 618, dated the 20th November, 1944 that the cultiva- 
tors’ requirements would be safeguarded, whether Central .Government have 
issued any circulars in this regard so far; if not, whether they propose to do so 
now? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) I have made, enquiries and 
am assured that excessive requisitioning. of foodgrains from cultivators was not 
resorted to in the districts mentioned. Objections are carefully considered and 
where necessary rebates are allowed. _ In 'Bombay articles m the Press regaid- 
ing the levy system generally are regularly discussed m District Press Confer- 
ences and misunderstandings removed as far as possible. A report has been 
called for from Madras on this point. 

..-(bilam satisfied that the need for safeguarding the requirements of culti- 
vators which my Department has already impressed on Provincial Governments 
Ind which was discussed 'at the last Food Conference, is fully understood, and 
no. special directive on the point is required. 
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' Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon: With reference to the Honourable Member’s 
reply to part (a) of the question, may I know what he means by “excessive 
requisitioning of foodgrains from cultivators”? May X know how much grain 
was left with the cultivators? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I mean exactly what I have 
said — no more and no less. 

Seth Yusuf Abdoola Haroon: There is no question of ‘no more and no less’. 

I want to know how much grain was actually - left with the cultivators for ’ 
themselves and their families? - 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: That was not the question 
on the order paper. 

Seth Yusuf , Abdoola Haroon:' The question was ‘whether lie is aware that 
excessive requisition of foodgrains from cultivators was being made . . . 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I am satisfied that excessive , 
grain was not requisitioned from the cultivators. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul G-hani: What are the rules for the requisitioning 
of foodgrains? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: We have made no rules; 
these rules are made by the Provmcial Governments. The whole system is 
explained in the Butler Report which is in the Library of the House. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: In view of the fact that large com- 
plaints have been received in this matter, will the ‘Government issue a fresh 
circular saying that proper allowances which are promised in the orders made 
by the .Government itself are kept up and that proper allowances are given? 
The order is all right but the execution is defective. We do not know what 
machinery he has, but may I know if he will issue a strict circular that the 
orders which are being issued are strictly adhered to? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Yes, certainly. 

Prof. N. G-. Ranga: Will the Honourable Member enquire from his Regional 
Food Commissioner whether his orders are being Strictly enforced and whether 
the cultivators’ requirements are left with the cultivators? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: As I have already stated in 
my reply, so far as Bombay goes I am satisfied with the reports which I have 
received that all legitimate complaints are looked into and put right. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: What about Madras? 

T?he Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I am awaiting a reply from 
Madras. I have written to Madras and as soon as I get information- from 
there, I will lay it before the House." 

Prof. N. Gr. Ranga: Does it cover both the Government of Madras and the 
Regional Food Commissioner? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Yes, Sir. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: Is it not a fact that the Honourable Member’s atten- 
tion has been drawn to actual reports of excessive procurements of foodgrains 
from various other districts also, apart from South Canara — for instance, South 
Arcot? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: No, Sir. I have not seen any 
such reports. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Next question. 

Production and Export of Chileies 

1598, *Mr. Ananga Mohan Dam: Will the Honourable the -Food Member be 
pleased to state: 

(a) the production of Chillies in the country in 1941-42, 1942-43 and 1943- 
44; and the quantities exported out of India and to which countries; 

(b) what system was adopted to grant export licences and on what basis 
the firms were selected for such licences; 
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(c) the number and names of firms -which are authorised to export chillies 
out of India; and 

(d) if in selecting firms Government prefer firms quoting lower prices to 
those charging higher prices; if not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) A statement giving such 
-"information as is available is laid on the. table. 

(b) and (d). Price quoted is not the determining factor in the issue of 
licenses. ' Licenses are, as a rule, granted by the Export Trade Controllers to 
established exporters on the basis of their shipments in the basic year 1941-42. 
The- object of 'confining licences to such exporters is so that, when trade is 
restricted, it should be reserved as far as possible to those whose normal 
business has been affected. 

(c) There are 194 established exporters. It is not in the public interest to 
disclose' their names. 


Statement 

( a ) Production of Chillies during the period 1941-42 to 1943-44. 


Province 

/ 

j Production (Tons) 

1941-42 

1942-43 ] 

1943-44 

Bengal ...... 

Piguro not available 

3,330 

Figure not available 

Bombay 

7,010 

7,381 

8,020 

Madras . . . . . . i 

156,565 

’ 170,470 

Figure not available 


Data for other parts of the country are not available. 

(b) Export of Chillios from, British India during the period 1941-42 to 1943-44. 


To countries of destination 

% 

1941-42 

(In owts. ) 

1942-43 

1943-44 

Ceylon (excluding Maldives) 

128,279 

189,201 

107,225 

United Kingdom (including Channel Islands) 

1,837 

... 

... 

Aden and Dependencies . ' 

2,192 

... 

... 

Burma 

531 

... 

... 

Straits Settlements . 

10,194 


... 

Federated Malay State . , 

1,646 

... 

... 

Union of South Africa .... 

120 

12,091 

6,700 

Mmiritius Dependencies • 

1,858 

(to countries 
other than 
Ceylon) 

(to countries 
other than 
Coylon) 

Commonwealth of Australia . * 

657 


... 

Iraq ....... 

347 

... 

... 

United States of America .... 

S’ 

617 

... 

... 

Other countries . 

753 

... 



149,181 

201,292 

113,925 
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Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: What is the answer to part (d) of the 
question? __ 

• The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I answered parts (b) and (d) 
together. 

Mr. Ananga Mohan Dam: May I know if it is a fact that a great -quantity 
of chillies got deteriorated for want of transport facilities? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I have had no_ definite com- 
plaint to that effect, but the shipping facilities are limited as the Honourable 
Member must understand. __ 

Mr. Ananga Mohan Dam: Is it not a fact that if the number of exporters 
is increased, it would be to the advantage of growers of chillies? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: X don’t accept that, but I 
can give the Honourable Member certain figures. ’In the year 1941-42, we 
exported 150,000 cwts. of chillies. During the year 1942-43, we exported 
201,000 cwts. of chillies, so that the quantity increased in that year. 

Mr. Ananga Mohan Dam: May I know if the Honourable Member is 
aware that there was an insistent demand from the Government of Ceylon for 
chillies? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: We have met that demand. 

Mr. Ananga Mohan Dam: What is the difficulty in increasing the number - 
of exporters? 

The Honouorable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I have explained that in my 
answer. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next question. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: May I know the number of European exporters? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Next question. _ 

Female Subordinate in Food Department 

1600. *Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: Will the Honourable the Food 
Member please state: 

(a) the total number of female subordinates Division, I and II in the 
Department of Food and how many of them are Bengalis; and 

(b) whether it is a fact that no seniority list of these female subordinates 
is maintained; if so, on what basis their pormotions to higher posts _are made; 
and if any seniority list is maintained, whether it is combined or separate from 
that of male subordinates? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) Thirteen in all: two 
Assistants, ten Clerks and one Confidential Secretary. 

Out of the total of thirteen, three are Bengalis. 

(b) A combined gradation list is maintained for both -men and women. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: What is the duty of the Confidential Secretary? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: She is a Confidential 
Secretary. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: Is she attached to the Honourable Member? ' 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: No, not to the Honourable 
Member. _ - 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: May I know whether it is a fact that 
female subordinates are divided into two categories: (i) those under teens; and 
(ii) those above teens; and, if so. those under teens are retained in the 
Administration Brand: under the direct control of Administration officers and 
those above teens are spread over different branches in the Department. 

_ The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: No, Sir. We do not do anv- 
thmg so monstrous as that. 
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Co-operative Stores in Delhi distributing Food Rations 

1621. *Mr. Kailash Bihari Lall:_ "Will the Honourable the Pood Member be 
pleased to state: 

00 if . ifc is a fac t that co-operative' stores in D'elhi have been recognised for 
distribution of food ration'; if so, th e number of such stores, and if these stores 
are contemplated for distribution of kerosene oil and fuel also; if not whv not- 
and ’ J ’ 

(b) whether Government propose to recognise more co-operative stores for 
■ distribution of food ration instead of opening government shops? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) Yes Sir. The number of. 
such co-operative stores is 26. The question of using them for distribution of 
fuel and kerosene is under consideration. 

(b) It is not proposed to replace the existing Government shops by Co-operat- 
ive Stores, but the latter will be used as far as possible if and when need arises. 


Monday, 9th April, 1945 

Cocoa Beans imported from Ceylon 

1696. *Mr. A. Satyanarayana Moorty: Will the Honourable the Pood 
Member please state: 

(a) the quantity of Cocoa beans imported from Ceylon in the months of 
January and Pebruary 1945; 

(b) . whether a controlling Board has been formed in England with the name 
of “Combined Food Board” which has taken under its control the distribution 
of the cocoa crop in the Empire countries including Ceylon; 

(e) whether it is a fact that this combined Pood Board allotted no quota for 
India ; 

(d) whether be is aware that industrial circles connected with cocoa and 
chocolate industry in India are perturbed over the existence and the future of 
the cocoa and chocolate industry in the country unless supplies of cocoa beans 
are forthcoming from Ceylon in the immediate future; and 

(e) whether the Honourable Member proposes to take necessary steps to 
help this industry in getting a quota of cocoa beans if there is no quota allotted 
at present? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava; (a) The information is being 
collected and will he laic! on the table of the House in due course. 

lb) The distribution of Cocoa beans produced in the Empire Countries in- 
cluding Oevlon is regulated by the London Pood Council and the Combined 
Pood Board, at Washington. 

(c) and (db Yes. — 

1 el Necessary steps are alfpadv being taken. - 

Prof. N. G-. Hangar May I know whether any investigations have been 
made by the Government to see if in, any part of India cocoa Beans could be 
raised. 7 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: That is not my Department; 
I cannot answer that question. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingani 'Chettiar: What steps are being taken in this 
matter? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I can tell the Honourable 
Member that in 1945 a chocolate factory in Poona brought it to the notice of 
the Pood Department that the export of cocoa from Cevlon had been restricted 
and the allocations of this commodity are now made by the London Pood Council. 
That was the first time we knew of it. This firm asked for the import of 250 
tons of beans and the Chief Controller of Imports has been requested by us to 
get the food import programme for 1945 amended so as to include flu's item. 

We have also asked the Regional Pood Commissioners to ascertain the 
reouii’pm'pnts of the counti-y as a whole. On receipt of their replies we will move 
for further allocations of beans from Geylor. if neeessaiy. 
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Muslim Salt Dealers in Bihar 

1712. *Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: Will the Honourable the Food 
Member please verify the reply given by him to starred question No. 1349 of 
the 26th March 1945, in so far as it relates to the Muslim salt dealers in Bihar 
.and lay on the table the verified figure? 

(b) When will the information, be completed? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) and (b). Complete in- 
formation has since been received from the Bihar Government and a statement 
-containing the required particulars is laid on the table of the House. 


I Statement showing the total number of licensed Salt Dealers and Muslim licensees in Bihar s 


Particular 

% 

, Period 

March, 1944 

March, 1945 

\ 

1. Total number of licensed Salt Dealers . . . 

\ 

25,370 - 

25,370 

2. Total number of Muslim licensees . . 

■1,852 

2,522 

.3. Total number of Muslim licensees in Tirhut Division— 



( a ) in Muzaffnrpur district 

133 

127 

(6) in Darbhanga district . 

148 

157 

(c) in Saran district . 

118 - 

' 162 

( d ) in Champaran district „ . . ‘ 

144 

216 


Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: May I know whether the number given 
by the Honourable Member relates to retail license or wholesale license? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I am unable to say. I would 
like notice of the question. But 1 -presume that it includes both. 

a * / 

Grain Storage Directorate 

1713. *Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: Will the Honourable the Food 

Member please state: (a) whether the Grain Storage Directorate has beeivorgani- 
•sed; if so, to what extent: 

(b) the number and qualifications of the Directors, Deputy Directors, 
Assistant Directors and Entomologists appointed to officiate during 1944 and 
1945, and the amount of each officer’s salary, and 

(c) the total number of ministerial staff and the number of Muslims above 
tiie rank of peons and chaprasis? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) 3 gazetted posts out of 9 
remain to be filled. - 

(b) A statement is laid on the table of the House. 

(c) 24, out of which 3 are Muslims and three posts are vacant at present. 
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Statement 


\ 


6. No. 


Designation 


No. 


Name of officer 


Qualifications 


Director 


Deputy Director 


Assistant y Di rec- 
tors. y 


4 


Dr. F. P. Coyne 


B.Sc., Ph.D., formerly 
Technical Officer (Pest 
Control), United Kingdom 
Commercial Corporation, 
Ltd. 


Mr. K. R. Son- 
takay. 


(a) Mr. I. J. 
Malhan. 


(b) Mr. Mohan 
Singh, 


M.Sc., (Zoology) with Ento. 
mology as special group ■ 
Lecturer in Entomology 
at the Imperial College, 
Nagpur ; LL.B. ; Ento- 
mologist to the Govern, 
meat of C. P. and Berar 
from 1939 to 1945 ; has 
been actively connected 
with various scheme 
.sponsored by the Imperial 
Conned of Agricultural 
Research and the Indian 
Central Cotton Comm’ttee 
about control of pests of 
different species. 

B.A. ; had put in more 
than about 14 years ser- 
vice in various offices 
and Departments of the 
Government of India, in- 
cluding the Central Mar- 
keting Department and 
the" Supply Department 
before he was appointed 
as Superintendent in the 
Food Department ; offi- 
ciated as Assistant Sec- 
retary, Food Depart- 

ment ; was then selected 
for the post of Assistant 
Director. 

M.Sc. (Hons.) ; worked as 
Demonstrator in Zoology 
and Entomology at the 
Government College, 
Lahore an,d Khalsa 

College, Amritsar ; attend, 
ed a special course on 
“ Fishes ” and Applied 
and General Entomology; 
In-charge of the Insec- 
tary of the Imperial En. 
tomolog st from 1938 to 
1943 ; worked as Assis. 
tant to the Imperial En- 
tomologist at the Impe- 
rial Agricultural Re- 
search Institute, New 
Delin ; published more 
than '20 short notes on 
the observations made on 
insect pests of various 
crops ; carried out special 
work on insect pests of 
stored grain and other 
foodstuffs ; organised 
locust control work in 
Mekran and Baroda and 
Bahawalpur States. 


Salary per 
month 

6 

Ks. 2,300 

Rs. 650 


Rs. 670 


Rs. 400 
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" 






S. No. 

Designation 

No. 

Name of officer 

Qualifications 

Salary per 
month 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

5 

! 

0 

4 

Storage Cons- 
- traction Officer. 

1 

Rai Bahadur 
Naroin Das. 

Retired Executive En- 
gineer, C. P. W. D. 

Rs. 550 in. 
addition to- 
pension. 

o 

Technical Offi- 
cer, Storage 
Entomologists. 

\ 

1 ^ 

Mr. A. S. Jandu 

Studied for two years for 
the I. Sc., Examination, 
of the Patna University ; 
was then appointed 

Fieldman in the Imperial 
Agricultural Research 

Institute since August, 
1944, he was officiating 
in the Institute as Assis. 
taut on Rs. 100. in the 
scale of Rs. 100-5-150-10- 
250. 

Rs. 200 


Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani : What is, the number of Muslims in fa), 
ana (b)? 


The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: A statement is laid on the 
table of the House. 


Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: Is'ifc a fact that there is no Muslim? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Well, the statement is there. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: I say that there is no Muslim. Will the 
Honourable Member please , see that out of the remaining appointments due- 
share of Muslims is made good? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: The position is that we are 
advertising specifically for a Muslim candidate to fill one of the technical officer 
posts remaining to he filled. 

Prevailing Bates for Foodstuffs in Bijapur District 

1721. *Sri K. B. Jinaraja Hegde: Will the Honourable the Food Member 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are "aware that in the District of Bijapur the 
following rates for foodstuffs prevail and that Government are makincr huae 
profits as shown in the table: — .. 8 


Foodstuffs 

Baying rate 
(per bag of j 
120 seers) 

Selling rote 

Profit per bog- 


Rs- a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rice ..... 

40 0 0 

50 8 6 

10 8 6 

Wheat . 

1 

30 0 0 

36 3 6 

6 3 6 

Jowar . . . •- 

18 7 6 

22 5 3 

3 13 9 


* V x " P resent rate oi ration consisting of 25 per-cent rice 2 a 
per cent, wheat and 50 per cent, jowar an adult pays Es 10 per wear to Gov 
eminent as the cost of rationing; * P 7 ai t0 Gov * 

hnJlwf 16 ’' l \ fact that i° war is purchased in Bijapur at Es 30 per' 
\?4 arne Is transported to Poona and sold at Es. 45 per bag- P 
( ) 6 <Jlfference rates in pre-war years between Bijapur and Pofna; and 
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(e) the reasons for maintaining .the higher margin between purchasing and - 
selling rates, and what steps the Central Government propose to take to see 
that Provincial . Governments do not profiteer in foodgrains? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) The purchase rates 
mentioned by the- Honourable Member are correct for Bijapur district, but the 
selling rates are the retail prices in the rationed town of Bijapur. Retail 
prices in rationed areas are the actual economic cost including the pooled price 
of Government’s purchases of the particular grain, from whatever source, 
handling and administrative charges, and the retailer’s margin. No profit is 
made by the Provincial Government. 

(b) No, Sir. 

(e) No, Sir. The purchase rate of Jowar in Bijapur is Rs. 18-7-6 per bag 
•of 120 seers, and the selling rate in Poona is Rs. 22-8-0. 


(d) During the. period 1927-1939, prices in Poona were about 12 per cent, 
higher than in Bijapur. 

(e) As the present margin between the purchasing and the selling rates in 
rationed areas does not result in any profit to the Provincial Government, the 
Government of India do not propose to take any action in the matter. 

Prof. II. Gr. Ranga: Are we to understand that the Government of India 
are satisfied with this state of things, as a result of which as much as 50 
per cent, additional price is tacked on to the buying pa-ice of Jowar and 25 
per cent, in the case of the rice consumer? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I am not aware of any case 
like that. - 

Prof. G. Ranga: The information is given here: buying i-ate (per bag of 
120 seers) Rs. 40, selling rate Rs. 50-8-6. 

" Tlie Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Rs. 18-7-6 is the purchase 
rate and the selling rate in Poona is 22-8-0. 

Prof N. G. Ranga: The whole House is grateful to the Honourable Mem- 
ber for having* given this information in tabular form. Are we to understand 
that Government are allowing as much as -25 per cent, additional cost to be 
charged to the buyer on account of marketing? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: That was_ never the inten- 
tion. I do not know what the Honourable Member is referring to. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: Will the Honourable Member see page 8 of the question 
list where it is said that the profit per hag is Rs. 10-8-6. 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: That I have denied. 1 
liave not accepted the prices given by the Honourable questioner. 

Prof.- N.- G. Ranga: What are the actual facts? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad .Srivastava: I have given you the actual 

aC Prof N G. Ranga: Has any serious effort been made by the 
Government or the Rood Department to reduce the cost of marketing so that 
the commodities will reach the consumer cheapei. . , 

•mo Honourable Sir -Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Every eSort is being made 
„ pricT thalwe are charging is the acted coat of the ioodgrama 

plus the Handling charges. 

Prof N. G. Ranga: The handling charges are too much.? _ 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: It may be in some cases, 
do not ST but the Provincial Governments are makmg no profits. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: Are any others allowed to mats pro s 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Nobody is allowed to 
profits. 
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Sir Cowasjee Jehangir: According to the reply given by the Honourable 
Member, we all understood that he admitted the accuracy of the figures given 
in part (a) of the question. We would like a definite reply that the figures given 
in part (a) of the question are right or wrong A 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: No, Sir. What I have stated 
is that the purchase rates mentioned by the Honourable Member are correct 
for Bijapur District but the sellmg rates or the retail prices in the rationed 
town of Bijapur are naturally higher and they are pooled prices. They might 
include rice bought at higher rates. 

Sardar Sant Singh: What is the selling rate at Bijapur? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: The selling rate is 50-8. I 
have not denied that. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Bs. 10-8-0 is allowed as profit. Is it not too much? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: With this reservation, as I 
have explained This is the pooled retail price. It may include rice bought 
at higher rates. 

Sardar San,t Singh: Does the responsibility for this rest with the hood 
Department or the Provincial Government? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: Mainly the Provincial Gov- 
ernment. 

Sir Cowasjee Jehangir: Will the Honourable Member give a clear answer, 
so that it can be accepted or contested. The Honourable questioner has said 
that rice was bought at Bs. 40 and sold at 50-8-6. The point is whether 
those figures are right or wrong. The Honourable Member said first that the 
buying price is con-ect but the selling price is not. Subsequently he said 
the selling price is correct. What is the exact position, because this is a 
matter dealt with by a Provincial Government. 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: I am afraid my Honourable 
friend has not understood me correctly. What I said was that the buying 
rate has been correctly stated but the selling rate is tb'e retail price which 
might include lot of rice bought at a higher rate before. I said: Betail prices 
in rationed areas are the actual economic cost including the pooled price of 
Government’s purchases of "the particular grain from whatever source'. It is 
not a question of Bijapur rice only. They might have got rice from outside 
which might have cost them more and to that they have got to add the 
necessary charges but it is a pooled price. The Provincial Government make 
no profit on'' it. They may have gob rice for example from the Punjab which 
might have cost them much more. The selling price is the pooled price. 


- Cost op Dehydrated Meat, etc., at certain Government Factories 

1724. *Dewan Abdul Basith Choudhury: Will the Honourable the Pood 
Member please state: 

(a) the cost separately, of dehydrated meat per 100 lbs. prepared at each 
of the Government Factories at. Delhi, Agra, Patna, Poona and Madras, the 
cost separately, of dressed meat and. the dehydration charges, and the reasons 
for the variation in cost prices at each of the above Factories; and 

(b) if it is a fact that under the existing arrangements, the supply of dressed • 

meat and dehydration operation is being carried out by one and the same party 
in each of the above Factories excepting Delhi, where dehydration operations 
are being carried out by Government themselves? 1 


The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) A statement showing the 
analysed cost per 100 lbs. of dehydrated meat produced is placed on the table 
of the House. Local conditions which affect the price of raw meat and the rates 
of labour are responsible for the variations in cost. The Delhi Fnefm.Tr TT , 

C?rte ’ n which 

jV) Nes. 
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Statement showing estimated co&t^per 100 lbs. of dehydrated Meat 'produced at Govt 
' Dehydrated Meat Factories before 31 st March 1945 


y 1 

Item 

t 

Poona 

Madras 

Patna 

Agra 

Delhi 


factory , 

factory 

factory. 

factory 

factory 

Cost of Rressed car- 

Rs. a. 'p. 
759 U 4 

Rs. a. p. 
659 14 4 

Rs. a. p. 
680 3 4 

Rs. a. p. 

- 570 5 0 

Rs. a. p. 
6S0 0 0 

casses. 





Processing charges 

243 12 0 

175 0 0 

175 0 0 

185 15 0 

420 13 4 

Profit 

31 4 0 

*39 7 4 

31 4 0 

31 4.0 

Nil 

Total 

1, 034-14 4 874 5 8 j 886 7 4 

'’‘Includes Sales Tax paid. 

787 8 0 

1,100 13 4 


Tender Procedure for Supply of Dressed carcass of Goat Meat for certain 

Government Factories 


1725. *Dewan Abdul Basith Choudhury: Will the Honourable the Food 
Member please state : 

(a) if Government (have recently adopted the tender procedure for the supply ' 
of dressed carcass of goat meat for the Factories mentioned in the previous 
.question except Delhi; if so, for what reason's; why such tenders have not been 
invited for the Delhi Factory; and 

(b) for how long the contract for the supply of dressed' meat will be allotted 
to each Factory, and -whether the contracts will be placed with the lowest 
tenderers; if not, for what reasons? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) The answer is in the 
affirmative. No tenders, have been invited 'for the Delhi factory, as supplies 
for the current year are already under a contract, 

(b) The second lowest tender in case of the Patna factory and the third 
lowest in case of the Agra factory have been accepted for supply of dressed 
carcasses for a period of three and six months respectively. The lowest tenders 
were not accepted in the interests of security of supply as the tenderers lacked 
adequate organisation and experience in procurement of goats. Tenders for 
the other two factories are under consideration. 

(b) WRITTEN ANSWERS 

Operation of certain Government Meat Dehydrating Factories by Con- 
tractors 

1726. *Dewan Abdul Basith Choudhury: ‘Will tbe Honourable the Food 
Member please state : 

(a) if Government are aware that numerous experienced contractors are 
willing to undertake the operation of the Factories mentioned in previous ques- 
tions at rates lower than the existing rates paid by Government; and 

(b) whether Government propose to invite tenders for dehydration opera- 
tions for all these Factories, if so, when, if not, for what reasons? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) Government is unaware 
of any- contractors, barring those already employed in meat factories, who are 
experienced in the process of meat dehydration. 

' (b) In view of (a) above the question of calling for tenders for operating 

contracts does not arise. 

High cost of Dehydrated Meat at Government Factory, Delhi 

1727. "Dewan Abdul Basith Choudhury: Will the Honourable tbe Food 
Member please state : 

(aV if it is a fact that on account of the Government Meat Dehvdration 
Factory, Delhi, heinsr operated bv Government themselves the cost of dehvdrat- 
ed meat is much higher than that of other such Factories which are operated 
by contractors ; and 
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(b) whether Government propose to consider the desirability of inviting, 
tenders for the operation of this factory or for the supply of dehydrated 'meat 
including the cost of meat as well as dehydration charges, etc., for the Delhi 
Factory as is already being done by Government in case of dehydrated pota- 
toes, dehydrated onions and .other dehydrated vegetables; if so, from what 
•date; if- not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) Yes; since the factory 
was intended to demonstrate certain improvements in production, which 
however added to -the cost of the product. 

(b) Yes, the future operation of the factory is under consideration. 


Thursday, 12th April, 1945 

'Candidate from Hindu Backward Classes appointed as Circle - Rationing 

Officers 

11806. *Mr, M. Ghiasuddin: Will the Honourable the Food Member be 
pleased to state if any Circle ^Rationing' Officer at' Delhi-, Lucknow and Lahore 
has been appointed from amongst the Hindu backward classes, such as Ahirs, 
— Gadariyas, Lohars, Barhais, Bhurjees and ICahars, who number sixteen to 
•seventeen crores in India? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir WL. Azizul Huque : Delhi, Lucknow and Lahore : No, 
Sir. . No suitable candidate was available. 


'Government Promise to supply Mill-made Sugar to Members oe Sweet and 
Milk Union, Delhi, -on certain Condition 

1809. *Mr. Ram Narayan Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Food Member 
•be pleased to state if the f oilowing - facts are correct: 

(i) that Government promised to supply mill-made_sugar -to the Members of 
the Union and also increased the quota by 25 per cent, on the condition that 
the Sweet and Milk Union, Delhi, will contribute a sum of Es. 1,25,000 towards 
the National Savings Certificates; 

(ii) that after' securing promise for the amount in (i) the previous quota was 
increased and mill-made sugar was supplied in the place of the hand" made 
brown sugar which was being supplied previous to this promise in (i); and 

'(hi) that the balance between the amount promised and the amount collected 
is being recovered as per order referred to in starred question No. 542, dated 
the 28th February, 1945? ' * 

(b) Is it not a fact that judicial officers of the Delhi Province have been 
pressing for the contribution mentioned in part (a)? 

(c) What is the position now? 

The Honourable Sir M. Azizul Huque: (a), (i), (ii) and (iii). No, Sir. 

(b) During the National Savings Fortnight all officers of the Delhi Adminis- 
tration assisted in the work of collecting contributions. 

_ (c) Officers who wish to continue making such collections can do so in their 
private capacity. 

. Mr- Ram Narayan Singh.: Is it cot a fact that a sum of Es. 1,25,000 was 
stipulated to be collected from these people? 

The Honourable Sir M. Azizul Huque: I have answered, no. 


Certain Order of the Eationing Controller Delhi 

Site- aftatk: 136 ' 11 ’' re *” di ” g 01 ^ W •«**. 

(i) a copy of the agreement referred to in the question- 

a1 P SS“tT nte '- wU * >“» —• '% Aepo.it, 

-tAnsv-er to this question kid on the table, the questioner having exhausted 


uota 



129 

(iii) the total number of defaulting ‘establishments’ and the total amount 
purported to be due from them in pursuance of the agreement and the order 
referred to above? 

The Honourable Sir M. Azizul Huque: 1 (i) A copy of the agreement is placed 
on the table of the House. 

(ii) The total number of shops which have paid the security deposit is 2,500 
and the total deposit amounts to Rs. 2,14,536. 

(iii) The approximate number of establishments which have not yet paid the 
security is 1,900 and the total amount due from them is approximately 1,50,000. 


DELHI 'RATIONING 
(See Paragraph 6-A) -- 

Authorised Establishment Proprietor’s Agreement. r 

No 

Dated 1945 

I (address) ' 

hereby state that, having been appointed as an authorised establishment proprietor for 
the supply of rationed articles namely wheat, wheat products, rice and sugar under the 
provisions of the Delhi Rationing Order 1944, I shall comply with all the provisions pres- 
cribed from time to time under the said Order and any directions issued thereunder. 

In particular, 

1. I undertake to use. rationed articles for purposes of estalishment consumption in accord- 
ance with the provisions prescribed by or under the Delhi Rationing Order 1944. 

2. I also agree _to deposit with the Controller of Rationing, Delhi Rs. against the 

fulfilment of this undertaking and I agree to the forfeiture by the Controller of Rationing, 
Delhi, of this deposit for any breach by me or by any person acting on my behalf or in 
my employ, of the provisions prescribed from time to time by or under the Delhi Rationing 
Order, 1944 or any directions thereunder. 

3. I further agree to maintain all the registers books of accounts, or other forms and to 

make and furnish statements and returns as may from time to time be required by the 
Controller of Rationing. - 

4. I further agree that the Controller of Rationing, Delhi, or such officer serving under 
him, as he may authorise generally or specifically, - shall be the sole judge of the occasion, 
manner, measure, justice or equity of forfeiture of the security deposit. I forego all, 
rights to claim a refund of the whole or any portion of the deposit save at the entire pleasure 
of the Controller of Rationing, Delhi. 

Before me, 

Circle Rationing Officer 

Signature 


Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : May I know whether one of the terms of the 
agreement is that the person depositing money has to agree that he will forego 
all rights to claim a refund of the whole or any portion of the deposit save at 
the entire pleasure of 'the Controller of Rationing, Delhi? 

The Honourable Sir M. Azizul Huque: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. Ram/ Narayan Singh: Is it legal? 

The Honourable Sir M. Azizul Huque: I believe it is so. 

Ban on retail Sale of Ice bv Delhi Pan, Soda and Sharbat Establishments 

1811. *Mr. Ram Narayan Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Food Member 
please state if the following are facts: 

(i) that Pan, Soda and Sharbat establishments in Delhi have been deprived 
of the right to sell ice in retail; and 

(ii) that separate permits or licenses have been issued for the exclusive sale 
of ice on condition that’ a separate shop is opened for the purpose? 

(b) If the answer .to (a) be in the affirmative, will he please state the 
particular policy and purpose for which the deprivation in (i) is being effected? 
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The .Honourable -Sir M. Azizul Huque: (a) (i). Yes, , but Pan, Soda and 
Sharbat establishments have been given .permits to enable them to obtain ,iee, 
required for consumption in their establishments. 

(ii) No such condition has been imposed. 

(b) The object of tbe Delbi Ice Control Order is to enforce a • reasonable retail, > 
price . for ice and prevent -wastage of supplies. 

' , Deposits from Delhi Bakeries 

fl812. *Mr.' Ham Narayan Singh: ■ (a) Will the Honourable tbe Pood ' 
Member please state if he is aware of the facts: 

(i) that Pan, Soda and Sharbat establishments in Delbi have, been deprived 

on its work; . _ 

(ii) that every man who supplies loaves from these bakeries to restaurants 

is required to deposit Us. 250, and ‘ . 

(iii) that every restaurant or luflivai who would keep these loaves for sale 
is required to deposit Rs. 250 apart from the usual deposit inquired under the 
order referred to in question No. 542 of the 28th Pebruary, 1945? 

(b) If the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, will he please take into consi- 
deration the difficulties of poor bakers, carriers and restaurant, keepers, and, 
propose exemption in deserving cases? v 

The Honourable Sir M. Azizul Huque: (a) (i) Yes, Sir. . 

(ii) No, Sir. 

(iii) No, Sir- If the bread is for consumption on the premises of the restau- 
rant or halivai, no security is taken; if, however, the establishment wants to 
sell bread as a retailer for consumption off the premises, it haB to obtain the 
necessary authorisation on making a security deposit of Es. 250. 

(b) It is necessary to control the distribution of rationed goods by taking 
a deposit from all distributors. It is .not practicable to have different rules for 
different people. 

II — UNSTABBED „ QUESTION S AND ANSWERS 

Friday, 9th February, 1945 

Pood Parcels exported, to England and other Countries 

3. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: (a) Will the Honourable the Pood Member 
be pleased to state the maximum weight of food parcels allowed by the Govern- 
ment to be exported to England and other countries as gift parcels? What is 
the average number of such parcels exported by post per week? 

(b) What are the reasons for allowing export ,of food ’from India? DoeB 
the Honourable Member propose to take necessary steps to prohibit .such export 
and to prevent deaths by starvations in his own country? 

(c) , Is it a fact that more than lbs. 1,000 food is being sent from New Delhi 
per day per parcel post to England? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastavat (a) 5 lb. including pac kin g 
Statistics showing the total number per week are not maintained. 

(b) Tbe matter has been carefully considered .and I , came to the conclusion 
that the additional supplies of essential foods which would he made available 
by prohibiting the sending of parcels did not make such an order advisable. 

(c) No, Sir. 


Monday, 5th March, 1945 

Communal Composition of certain Staff hnder Eood Department 
51. Sardar Mangal Singh: Will the Honourable tbe Food Member be pleased 
to state (a) the total number, and (b) tbe number of Sikhs, (c) Christians 

(d) D omiciled Europe ans and Ang lo-Indians, and (e) P arsis, appointed since 

tAr.sv.or to this question laid on the table, the questioner having exhausted his quota. ' 
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1934 in each grade of pay on (i) permanent and (ii) temporary basis, carrying 
a salary of Rs. 100 p.m. and, above, in all tbe Departments and Offices 
under him, giving tbe designations of Sikbs so appointed? 

Mr. R.. H. Hutchings; Tbe necessary information, is being collected and will 

be laid, on tbe table of tbe -House, wben received.. 

\ 


Tuesday, 13th.,Mareh ? 1945 

. Investment .for setting up a Fruit Canning Plant 

88. Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Will tbe Honourable tbe Food Member 
kindly state : 

(a) wbetber Government bave decided henceforth ,not to place any order in 
India for tbe requirements of tbe defence forces in tbe matter of canned fruit; 

(b) if Government helped financially for putting up a canning plant in India 
out of public funds; if so, tbe amount so invested; and 

(c) if tbe investment was made, bow it is working and what tbe financial 
prospects are? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad_Srivastava: (a) The matter is under 
consideration. 

(b) A factory was erected in 1944 at a cost of Its. 9,34,617 which was borne 
by Government. 

(c) Tbe factory was not completed in time for tbe 1944 fruit season and 
only operated for a few days at tbe end of tbe season as a trial run. The 
factory is equipped with tbe most uptodate machinery and should operate 
satisfactorily. 


Wednesday, 4th April, 1945- 

Fro vincial Officials transferred to Rationing and Civil Supplies Offices 

in Delhi Province 

432. Mr. K. C. Neogy: Will the Honourable tbe Food Member please state: 

(a) the number of officials, Provincewise, who have been transferred from 
places outside Delhi to tbe Rationing and Civil Supplies offices in tbe Delhi 
Province ; 

(b) tbe duties assigned to each of them; 

(c) wbetber any of them bave been entrusted with outdoor duties; if so, 
bow many; and 

(d) wbetber Government propose to consider their claims for the posts of 
Circle Rationing Officers, Godown Officers, etc., in view of their past experience; 
if not, the reasons therefor? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad. Srivastava: (a) From C. P. 1. From tbe 
Punjab 11. 

(b) C. P. 1 Director of Civil Supplies, Delhi. 

PUNJAB 

One Administrative Officer (Civil Supplies and Rationing). 

One Public Relations Officer. 

One Assistant Director of Civil Supplies (General). 

Two Circle Rationing Officers. 

Four Inspectors. 

One Sub-Inspector. 

One Clerk. 

(c) Yes, Sir. ' Eleven. 

(d) Tbe Delhi Administration will no doubt consider the claims of all these 
officers for promotion, wben vacancies in higher posts arise. 
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Promotion of Staff to Posts of Circle Rationing Officers, etc., lx Delhi 
Rationing and Civil Supplies Organisations 

133. Mr.^K. 0. Neogy: (a) Will the Honourable the Food Member please 
state the policy of Government governing the promotion of the staff to the 
posts of Circle Rationing Officers and Godova Officers in the Delhi Rationing 
and Civil Supplies organisations? 

(b) Are Government aware that in November, 1944, a post of a Godown 
Officer was newly created and an outsider wa3 appointed in preference to ex- 
perienced staff? If so, do Government propose to see that the claims of the 
existing staff are not overlooked in future? 

The Honourable Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava: (a) The policy is to fill up 
posts by promotion or direct recruitment, both methods being used, 'with the 
object of obtaining the best man for each appointment. 

(b) The answer to the first part of the question is in the affirmative. The 
official appointed as godowns officer had previous experience which made him 
especially suitable for the post. 

The second part of the question does not arise. 
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29-3-45 

1483 

Py-605 (322) 

Chillies — f . . ^ 

118-120 

4-4.45 

1598 

Py-605 (324) 

‘ F’ 





I. Factory — 





Biscuit ..... 

55-56 

21-2-45 

411 

Py-605 (162) 

Meat dehydration . . • 

66 

5-3-45 

655 

Py-605 (203) 

Fruit preserving at Nasarpur 

102 

21-3-45 

1231 

Py-605 (295) 

Ditto « 

102 

21-3-45 

1232 

Py-605 (296) 

Coffee — examination of — . 

114-115 

4-4-45 

1682 

Py-605 (311) 

Condiment powder . . 

116-116 

4-4-45 

1683 

Py-605 (312) 

2. Famine — 





Bengal . 

42-43 

9-2-45 

54 

Py-605 (131 

Orissa ..... 

70 

5-3-45 

673 

Py-605 (182) 

Do. . 

112 

29-3-45 

1481 

Py-605 (318) 

Kathiawar .... 

81-82 

13-3-45 

933 

Py-605 (211) 

3. Food Advisory Council — - 





Appointment and functions of — . 

71 

5-3-45 

674 

Py-605 (179) 

4. Food Department — 





Compensation to Messrs. Modern 

79 

8-3-45 

842 

Py-605 (235) 

Industries by — 





Appointment of Muslims in 

39-40 

9-2-45 

47 

Py-605 (128) 

Ditto 

76-77 

8-3-45 

836 

Py-605 (229) 

Muslim contractors m 

74-75 

8-3-45 

833 

Py-G05 (226) 

Promotion of Muslims in 

39-40 

9-2-45 

47 

Py-605 (128) 

Appointment of Sikhs in 

56 

21-2-45 

414 

.Py-605 (154) 

Ditto 

130-131 

5-3-45 

61 

Py-605 (217) 


V’a. - 
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■ 


■ V. 

No. 


4. Food Department — contd. 

-£• . * 




Appointment of 0. Si D. (Admi- 

75 

8-3-45 

834 

Py-005 (227) 

nisiration) in- 




, Selection Cominittoe in 1 — Consti- 

77 

8-3-45 

837 

' Py-605 (230) ’ 

titution of — 




Muslims in oharge of adminiatra- 

77 

8-8-45 

838 

Py-005 (231) 

, tion. 




Female subordinates in—' : . 

120 

4-4-45 . 

1600 

Py r 605 (325) , 

5. Foodgrains— ' 





Sind proouroment, distribution 

20—30 

0-2-45 

30- 

Py-005 (126) 

and export. 




N. W. F. P,- — Shortage in . 

41-42 

. . . 9-2-45 

. 53 

Py-605 (130) 

Requirements and wastage of 

•s 47 

* 13-2-45 

' _162 ' 

Py-005 (133) 

Wastage in Bengal . ; . ■ . 

47 " 

. .13^2-45 

181 

Py-605 (163) 

Storogo.of — in. Bombay 

80 

, 13-3-45 . 

962 

Py-605 (245) 

Production of — India, . . 

51 -53 

16-2.45 

319 

Py-005 (175) 

Delivery of — by Madras peasants 

54 

10-2-45 

- 322 

Py-605 (177) . 

Damage of — in India . 

00-70 

. 5-8-45 

cod 

. Py-605 (210) 

■ Waste of — in'Indio . . . 

■02-93 

16-3-45 , 

1014 

Py-005 (220) 

Priaes of— . . , 

08—09 

21-3-45 

. 1177 

Py-005 (222) 

‘‘ Gram ° — its. inclusion in — 

107 ' 

20-3-45 

1348 

Py-005 (315) 

Movemont of— in Bihar dis- 

tricts. 

j . 108 

26-3-46 

1352 

Py-605. (307) 

Requisition of — in Bombay .and 
Madras. 

117-118 

4-4-46 

1695 

Py-605. (323) 

0. Food situation — 



- - 


Vizagapatam, Bengal, Malabar, 

■ Cochin, Travanoore. ' 

40-41 

9-2-45 

51 

Py-605 .(120) 

7. Foodstuff— , - • 





Supply of— to Orissa 

112 

~7 

20-3-45 ; 

1481 

Py-605 (318) 

Brices of and scarcity of . • • . 

‘ - . 81-82 

13-3-45 

933 

Py-005 (211) 

Ration — rate of 

• 84-85 

13-3-45 

958 

Py-605 (240) 

Damage of — in Bengal. 

111 

29-3-45 

■ 1480 

Py-005 (317) 

Supply of— in liberated Burma . 

,50 

10-2-45 

.805 

Py-605 (169) 

8 . Food Procurement staff — 

1 




Mis.behaviour of — 

72 

5-3-45 



• * • 

677 

Py-605 (187) 
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9. Fruits — 

— 




Shop of — soaroity in New Delhi . 

80-87 

13-3-45 

970 

Py-605 (276) 

Requirement of — for Defence 
Forces. 

131 

13-3-45 

88 

Py-605 (251) 

Factory at Nnsarpur . 

102 

21-3.45 

1231 

Py-605 (295) 

* Ditto . . 

102 

21-3-45 

1232 

Py-605 (296) 

/ 

‘G’ / 





1. Ghani, Moulavi Mohd. Abdul — 





Muslim salt dealers — number in 
Bihar. 

83 

13-3-45 

962 

Py-605 (252) 

Sugar and Salt doalors in Bihar . 

83—84 

13-3-45 

953 

Py-605 (258) 

Delhi Rationing staff ... 

99 

21-3-45 

1207 

Py-605 (283) 

„ „ ,, appointment 

of — 

99—100 

21-3 45 

1208 

Py-605 (284) 

„ ,, ,, — reversion 

- - of* — 

100 

21-3-45 

1209 

Py-605 (281) 

Administrative Officer — Delhi 

Rationing — 

100 

21-3-45 

1210 

Py-605 (282) 

Barkat Mian — Sugar dealer in 
Bihar. 

107—108 

26-3-45 

1349 

Py-605 (305) 

Sugar dealers in Bihar . . 

112—114 

4-4-45 

1581 

Py-605 (310) 

Female subordinates in Food De- 
partment. 

120 

4-4-45 

1600 

Py-605 (325) 

Muslim salt dealers in Bihar 

122 

9-4-45 

1712 

Py-605 (386) 

Storage Directorate — Staff of — . 

122—120 

19-4-45 

1713 

Py-605 (336) 

2. Ghee — 





' Military supply of — . 

79 

8-3-45 

843 

Py-605 (236) 

Agents for — .... 

93 

10-3-45 

1046 

Py-605 (241) 

Ditto . . - 

95— 9t 

16-3-45 

1066 

Py-605 (264) 

Ditto . . . 

96— 9" 

16-3-45 

1067 

Py-605 (265) 

Ditto .... 

116 

4-4-45 

1584 

Py-605 (313) 

Vegetable — supply to the Army . 

102— 101 

21-3-45 

650 

Py-605 (199) 

,, — soaroity of 

103 

21-3-45 

651 

Py-605 (200) 

Heating Centres of — 

,117 

4-4-45 

1685 

Py-605 (314) 

3. Ghiasuddin, Mr. M. — 





Hindu backward classes as Cirole 
Rationing Officer. 

128 

12-4-45 

1806 

Py-605 (343) 



J 

— 
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No. 

< 

4. Ghuznavi, Sir Abdul Halim — 





Deterioration of atta and rice in 

43 

0-2-45 

58 

Py-605 (134) 

Bengal. 


-■* 



6. Grain Purchase — 

* 




Staff for — at Tanjore 

87—88 

13-3-45 

973 

Py-005 (255) 

5 

G. Groundnut — 


' 


- 

Disparity in prices of — 

73 

8-3-45 

820 

Py-605 (216) 

Purchase in Madras — 

04 

1G-3-45 

1064 

Py-605 (291) * 

7. Gupta, Mr. K. S. — 





Decomposition of atta in Dacca . 

4G— 47 

9-2-45 

70 

Py-005 (142) 

8. Gur — 





Export of .... 

05 

1G-3-45 

1065 

Py-005 (263) 

Purchaso of — in Madras 

94 

10-3-40 

1064 

Py-605 (291)' 

Movement of — in Bihar Dis- 

108 

26-3-45 

1352 

Py-605 (307) 

tricts. 




‘H’ 





1. Hegde, Sri K. B. Jinaraja — _ 

- 


* 


Bate of ration in different towns . 

84—85 

13-3-45 

958 

Py-605 (246) 

Bice, wheat and bajra — prices in 
Bombay Districts-- 

86 

13-3-46 

062 

Py.005 (245) 

Ghee purchasing agents 

05— 0G 

1G-3-45 

1066' 

Py-605 (264) 

Crop failure in Bijapur — . 

100 

21-3-45 

1213 

Py-605 (285) 

Distress in Hazaribag — . . 

105 

2G-3-45 

1325 

Py-605 (288) 

Age for rationing purposes . 

10G 

26-3-45 

1333 

Py-605 (300) 

Sugar quota in Dharwar 

100 

26-3-45 

1334 

Py-605 (301) 

Bation rate for adult labourer 

107 

26-3-45 

1337 

Py-605 (303) 

Application of the word 

" gram ”. 

' 107 

26-3-45 

1348 

Py-605 (315) 

Sugar condition in India . 5 

100 

29-3-45 

1465 

Py-605 (304) 

Bate of ration in Malabar . 

109—110 

29-3-45 

1466 

Py-605 (308) 

Bate of ration in Malabar & Delhi. 

110—111 

29-3-45 

1467 

Py-605 (300) 

Requisition of Foodgrains in 

Bombay and Madras, 

117—118 

4-4-45 

1595 

Py-605 (323) 

Bation — prices of — in 'Bijapur 

-12*4—128 

9-4-45 

1721 

Py-605 (338) 
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2, Haroon, Seth Yousuf Abdoola — 





Muslims in. the Food Department . 

' 39—40 

' 9-2-45 

47 

Py-605 (128) 

1. Import - — 





Bice in Cochin . . • 

40 — 41 

9-2-45 

51 

Py-G05 (129) 

Kinds of milk in India 

88—89 

16-3-45 

1036 

Py-605 (242) 

Salt . ' . ( . 

91—92 

16-3-45 

1042 

Py-605 (216) 

Bice in Vizagapatam for C. P. 

101 

21-3-45 ' 

1221 

Py-605 (287) 

Cocoa beans from- Ceylon . 

-121 

9-4-45 

1696 

Py-605 (334) 

‘£’ 




■ 

1. Khan Nawab Siddique Ali — 

- 




. Export of gur from India . . 

94—95 

16-3-45 

1065 

Py-605 (263) 

‘L’ 

- 




1. Lall, Mr. Kailash Bihari— 





Food ration in Delhi Co-operative 
Stores. 

121 

4-4-45 

1621 

Py-605 (328) 

2. Licence — 





Grant of — for sugar in Bihar 

112—114 

4-4-45 

1581 

Py-605 (310) 

Export — for chillies . . • . 

118—120 

4-4-45 

1598 

Py-605 (324) 

Sale of ice in Delhi . , . 

129-130- 

■12-4-45 

1811 

Py-605 (347) 

‘M’’ 

• 




1. Madras — . . 

■ 




Subsidization of wheet and rice in 

CO 

-SH 

J. 

13-2-45 

186 

Py-605 (164) 

Bation quota in Malabar . 

109—110 

29-3-45 

1460 

Py-605 (308) 

Prices of paddy and rice in - 

48 

13-2-45 

187 

Py-605 (163) 

Ditto ditto ~ • 

63—64 

28-2-45 

523 

Py-605 (180) 

Yield of & paddy and rice in 

53 

16-2-45 

321 

Py-605 (176) 

Purchase of groundnut and gur in 

94 

16-3-45 

1064 

Py-605 (291) 

y Delivery, of grain by peasants in — 

54 

10-2-45 

322 

Py-605 (177) 

/ Disparity in prices of rice and 
^ - paddy. 

61—62 

" 28-2-45 

521 

Py-605 (184) 

Coiling prices of paddy and rice in 

G2 - 63 

28-2-45 • 

622 

Py-605 (185) 

Informal rationing in districts of — 

06—67 

5-3-45 

657 

Py-605 (202) 

Purchase of Ghee for troops in — 

79 

8-3-45- 

843 

Py-005 (230) 

Districts dofioit in rice or millets . 

97—98 

21-3-45 

- 1176 

Py-005 (221) 
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- 
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Ago for rationing 

108 

20-3-46 

1333 

Py-005 (300) 

Ration- rate for children . 

110—111 

- 29-3-45 

14G7 

Py-G05 (309) 

Requisition of foodgrains in — 

117—118 

4-4-46 

1595 

Py-005 (323) 

I 

1 

Vi 





Dehydration fation 

GO 

6-3-46 

C55 

Py-605 (203) 

Rationing of — ■ .... 

104 

' 2G-3-45 

1324 

Py-605 (270) 

Dost price of — For dehydration . 

120— 127 

9-4-46 

1724 

Py-005 (339) 

Supply to factories 

127 

9-4-46 

1725 

Py0O5 (340) 

Dehydration factory in Delhi 

127—128 

9-4.46 

1727 ' 

Py-005 (342) 

Dehydration factory . 

127 

9-4-45 

1720 

Py-605 (341) , 

3. Mehta, Mr. Jamnadm M . — • 

- 




Canned fruit for Defence Forces . 

131 

13-3-46 

88 

Py-605 (251) 

4. Milk — 


. 

, 


Supply of — in Bombay 

80—81 

8-3-45 


Py-G05 (249) 

Soaroity and export of — 

82—83 

13-3-46 1 

951 

Py-605 (210) 

Scarcity and import of — . 

88—89 

10-3-45 


Py-605 (242) 

5 . Monopoly — 





Salt trading' .... 

101 

-21-3-46 

1214 

Py-605 (286) 

Procurement of foodgrains. 

49 

16-2-45 


Py-605 (140) 

G. Moorty , Mr. A. Satyanarayana — 





Damage of rice in Dacca 

111 

29-3-46 " 

1479 

Py-605 (310) 

Damage of foodsuif in Bengal 

111 

29-3-46 


Py-005 (317) 

Distress in Orissa 

112 

29-3-45 

1481 

Py-605 (318) 

Potatoes in Farrukhabad . 

112 

29-3-46 

1483 

Py-605 (322) 

Cocoa beans — import of — for 

Ceylon. 

121 

9-4-45 

1096 

Py-005 (334) 

7. Mortimer, Mr. T. Chapman '■ — 


< 



Disposal of “surplus” rice in 
Bengal. 

72—73 

5-3-45 ' 

441 

P.V-G05 (104) 

8. Movement — ■ 





Foodgrains & gur in Bihar districts 

108 

26-3-45 

1352 

Py-605 (307)^ 

S. Muslim — 


* 

- 

Appointihcnt of . 

39—40 

9.2.45 

47 ' 

Py-005 (128) 

Appointment of 

76—77 

8-3-45 

836 

Py-005 (229) 

Appointment of m R. F. C. & S. C. 

I. offices . 

73—74 

8-3-45 

832 

Py-605 (224) 
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Contractors in Food Department . 

74—75 

8-3-45 

833 

Py-605 (226) 

Appointment in Section Committee 

77 

8-3-45 

837 . 

Py-G05 (230) 

Administrative officers 

77 

8-3-45 

838 

Py-605 (231) 

' Promotion of 

39—40 

9.2.45 

47* 

Py-605 (12S) 

Proportion of Food Department . 

78 

8-3-45 

839 

Py-605 (232) 

‘N’ 

1. Naidu, Mr. O. Rangiah — 

Biitler report on Grain purchase . 

51 

16-2-45 

318 

Py-605 (174) 

Quantity of foodgrains and pulses 

51—53 

16-2-45 

319 

Py-605 (175) 

produced in India. 

2. Nawal Rai, Mr. Lai Chand — - 

Procurement and distribution in 

29—39 

9-2.45 

36 

Py-605 (126) 

Sind. 

-2. Neogy Mr. K. C . — 

Distribution of rice - in Bihar 

j 

43—44 

9-2-45 

71 

Py-605 (136) 

coalfield. 

Price of rice in Bongal Districts . 

44—45 

9-2-‘45 

73 

Py-605 (138) 

Bice prices in Calcutta iuid 

45—48 

9-2-45 

74 

Py-605 (138) 

supply of rice there. 

Supply of rice to .Calcutta . , 

46 

9-2-45 

75 

Py-605 (137) 

Wastage of foodstuffs in Bengal . 

47 

13-2-45 

181 

Py-605 (153) 

Supply of foodstuffs to people of 

50 

16-2-45 

305 

Py 605 (169) 

liberated Burma. 

Boat denial policy in Bengal 

50 

16-2-45 

306 

Py-605 (170) 

Supply of vegetable to Bengal 

50- 51 

16-2-45 

307 

Py-005 (171) 

Army. 

Export '6f ricd or paddy from 

59—00) 

21-2-45 

468 

Py-605 (190) 

Bengal. 

Delhi Rationing — ‘appointment in — 

131 

4-4-45 

132 (Dust) 

Py-605 (329) 

Delhi Rationing staff — promotion 

132 

4-4-45 

133 ( „ ) 

Py-605 (330) 

of — . 

4. N. W. F. P— 

Foodgrains. Movement of . • 

41—42 

9-2-45 

53 

Py-605 (130) 

Meat dehydration in . 

48—49 

16-2-45 

293 

Py-605 (132) 

Wheat rationing in 

60—61 

28-2-45 

520 

Py-005 (172) 

‘O’ 

1 . Orissa — 

"Famine in — .... 

70 

6-3-45 

673 

Py-605 (1S2) 

; Famine — ' . . - 

112' 

29-3-45 

1481 

Py-G05 (31S) 
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No. 


2. Owen Roberts tfc Co.— 

- 




, ‘.Purchase of wheat by • — 

. 78 

8-3-45 

840 

Py-605 (233) 

Purchase of dal moong and urd 

70 

8-3-45 

841 

Py-605 (234) 

by'-. 


, 



, *P’ 


- 

„ , 


1. Paddy — j 





Prices in Madras . 

48 

13-2-45 

187 

Py-605 (163) 

t 

if 

62—03 

28-2-45 

522 

Py-605 (185) 

j* >» 

63—04 

28-2-46 

523 ; 

.Py-605 (180) 

Production of — India 

61—63 

, 16-2-45 ' 

319 

Py-605 (175) 

Export of .... 

61—63 

10-2-45 

319 

Py-005 (175) 

Delivery of — by Madras peasants 

64 

10.2.45 ’ 

322 

Py-605 (177) 

2. Permits — 

i 




Contribution of ration. . 

39 

9-2-45 

45 

Py-605 (127) 

Groundnut and gur purchase . 

93—94 

16-3-45 

1046 

Py-605 (201) 

Gut export .... 

94 — 95 

16-3-45 

1065 

Py-605 (263) 

Monthly ration in Delhi 

102 

21-3-45 

1240 

Py-005 (298) 

Agency — Vegetable ghee . 

103 

21-3-45 

651 

Py-605 (200) 

Export of potatoes for Fairukha- 

112 

’ 29-3-45 

1483 

Py-605 (322) 

bad. ' 





Kale of ice in Delhi — 

129—130 

12-4-45 

1811 

Py-605 (347) 

3. Piracha, K. B. Shaikh Fazl-i-Haq — 


' 



Staff of the Famine Enquiry Com- 

76—76 

8-3-45 

835 ■’ 

Py-005 (228) 

mission. 




Muslim appointment in, Food De- 

76—77 

, 8-3-45 

.836 

Py-605 (220) 

partment- 




Muslim appointment in Selection 
Committee. 

77 

8-3-45 

837 . 

Py-005 (230) 

Muslims as Administrative Officer 

77 

8-3-45 

838 

Py-605 (231) 

of the Food Department. - 



Proportion of Muslims in Food 
Department. 

78 

/ 

8-3-45 . 

839 

Py-605 (232) 

Fruit preserving . factory at 
, Nasapur. 

102 

21-3-45 

1231 

Py-605 (295) 

Fruit ' preserving factory at 

Nasarpur. 

. 102 

21-3-46 

1232 

Py-005 (296) 

4. [Policy — 





Ration — rate of -. . " 

81- -85 

13.3-46 

958 

Py-605 (246) 

Freezing — paddy at Tanjore 

87 — 88 

13.3.45 

973. 

Py-605 (255) 
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Monopoly in commodity market . 

66—57 

21-2-45 

424 

Py-605 (189) 

Denial boat in Bengal 

60 

16-2-45 

306 

Py-605 (170) 

Dice purchase — in Bengal 

72—73 

5-3-45 

441 

Py-605 (194) 

Appointment of ghee purchasing 

95—96 

16-3-45 

1066 

Py-605 (264) 

- Agents — . 





Procurement in Bijapur 

100 

21-3-45 

1213 

Py-605 (285) 

Ago for rationing 

106 

26.3-45 

1333 

Py-605 (300) 

Ration quota for labourers 

106—107 

26-3-45 

1337 

Py-605 (303) 

5. Potatoes — 


' 



Farrukhabad .... 

112 

29-3-45 

• 1483 

Py-605 (322) 

6. Prakasha, Mr. Sri — 





Regional Food Controller’s official 

65 

28-2-45 

559 

Py-605 (213) 

lecturers. 





Bi-weekly ration in Now Delhi 

104 

26-3-45 

1323 

Py-605 (280) 

Ration for vegetarians 

104 

26-3-45 

1324 

Py-605 (279) 

Food Administration in Ajmer- 

108—109 

29-3-45 

1463 

Py-605 (302) 

Merwara. 





7. Press News — 

1 

' 



Deterioration in Bengal distriots . 

43 

■ 9-2-45 

58 

Py-605 (134) 

Ditto 

111 

29-3-45 

1479 

Py-605 (316) 

Rice prices in Bengal . 

45—46 

9-2-46 

74 

Py-605 (138) 

Kathiawar Famino , . 

81—83 

13-3-45 

933 

Py-605 (211) 

Orissa distress .... 

112 

29-3-46 

1481 

Py-605 (318) 

S. Price — 





' Rice in Bengal distriots 

44—45 

9-2-45 

73 

Py-605 (138) 

Ditto 

45—46 

9-2-45 

74 

Py-605 (138) 

Paddy and rice in Madras districts 

48 

13-2-45 

187 

Py-605 (163) 

— Ditto 

53 

16-2-45 

321 

Py-605 (176) 

Ditto . ' 

63—64 
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